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Policing the Lake 
 

     By most accounts, it was a good summer for boat-
ing.  This past spring the SLA Board members met with 
a representative of the Sheriff's Department to review 
boat safety and other Lake related issues. Now that fall 
has arrived the Board is encouraging SLA members to 
contact us with their concerns and comments.  Come 
this Spring when we again meet with the Sheriff we can 
continue to promote the successful measures while ad-
dressing any areas of concern. 
         Jim DeMasi 
    SLA Board 

The Events Committee is Pleased to   
Announce Something New For our    

Upcoming Holiday Party! 
 

We listened to your suggestions and ideas and want every-
one to feel welcome as we 

mingle more and sit less in a great new location !   
With that in mind we will be serving Heavy       

Hors  d’oeuvres with a Cash Bar. 
SAVE THE DATE – PLACE – & TIME: 

WHEN: December 6th 2019 
WHERE: The Hideaway - Saratoga Lake Golf Course – 

Grace Moore Road – Stillwater 
WHAT TIME: 6 PM to 10 PM 

COST: $35 FOR MEMBERS - $40 FOR                     
NON-MEMBERS 

Button Up Your Overcoat! 

President’s Message 

Support Our Mission – A Saratoga Lake Association    
Educational Event!  

    November 20th, mark your calendar or better yet, register now 
for our lecture and dessert event. Professor Daniel Molloy is 
coming to give a lecture on his novel research focused on eradi-
cating Zebra mussels from lakes such as ours. As I discussed in 
the last edition of Shore Lines, invasive such as these mollusks 
present a huge threat to the ecosystem of lakes by there ability to 
filter vast amounts of normal phytoplankton. This has several 
detrimental effects. It deprives other species this important food 
source on the bottom of the food chain, leads to biomagnifica-
tion of toxins and increases the clarity of the water. You might 
think clear water is nice but the weeds like the transmission of 
light even more, and more light means warmer temperature 
which leads to other problems such as increased phosphate levels 
and more weeds. Its just all bad news for the lake. 
     Professor Molloy has just returned from Eurasia doing field 
research seeking a biologic countermeasure, such as a parasite, 
that can be lethal to the pests. He has spent years studying this 
problem and will be a fantastic source of cutting-edge infor-
mation 
     Want to learn more? Then come to out November 20th lec-
ture at the Saratoga Golf course, at the new club house. There 
will be representatives from SLPID, Sustainable Saratoga and 
other groups there as well to share information to enhance the 
educational experience. See the accompanying flyer and check 
your emails for more information. Hope to see you there! 
    Joe Schwartz 



An SLA Sponsored Educational Event  

Professor Dan Molloy from SUNY Buffalo State and SUNY Albany Presents: 

Zebra Mussels in Lakes: Is There Any Hope of an Environ-

mentally Safe Way to Control Them? 

 

Zebra mussels and quagga mussels are the “poster children” of high-

impact aquatic invasive species. Come learn about new ideas and re-

search to find a powerful control agent that could improve the ecology of 

Saratoga Lake.   

 

When: Wednesday November 20th  Where: Saratoga Lake Golf Club 

6 to 7 PM registration and cash bar   35 Grace Moore Rd, Saratoga springs 

7 to 8 PM lecture with Q&A 

8 to 9 PM dessert reception   Free and open to the community  

 More info: Joe Schwartz, jsdermdr@gmail.com   Click Below for registration: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sla-educational-class-zebra-mussels-in-lakes-tickets-75076410565   
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‘Tis the Season …………  
  
     Docks are coming out (a  little late because of the beau-
tiful fall weather), along with toys, floatables, and summer 
furniture.  Once again, we urge you to make sure these 
items are far enough from the water to avoid being carried 
away by spring high waters and far enough away from the 
highway to avoid being caught by plows.       
      It’s also time for our neighbors and friends to exit the 
north for warmer climes — our snowbirds!  Be a good 
neighbor and keep watch in your neighborhood.  If you 
see anything out of the ordinary, call the sheriff’s office or 
state  police.   

Election day is Tuesday, November 5 

Be sure to vote! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight savings time begins 

November 3 

Lake Drawdown 

For those who have asked, the lake drawdown will begin 

the day after the  Head of the Fish Regatta on October 
26-27.  On that weekend you may want to avoid traveling 

north on 9P to because of the congestion. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 
       Fire hydrants will be flushed during the week of   
October 21, 2019 by Saratoga Glen Hollow Water     
Supply Company.  This procedure will begin at 9 am and 
stop daily at 3 pm and should take about 5 days to com-
plete this semi-annual maintenance activity.  It is advisa-
ble to avoid using water during this procedure as you may 
experience some discoloration of the water as a result of 
the flushing procedure and possible low pressure.  
Should this occur, let the water run and it should clear 
fairly quickly. 
 
       Alternate flushing days are October 28-November 1.  
Signs will be put up the day before flushing begins. 



Tom, Eileen (background) with Norm and Linda 
Schneider in Zagreb.   

The red roofs are the famous shots in Dubrovnik where the             
Game of Thrones was filmed 
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Elaine and Tom Seery were on the move again — this time in Croatia 

and with lake residents and friends Norm and Linda Schneider.  You 

have to admire the adventurous spirit of the Seerys — even a foot in a 

cast and a cane did not stop Eileen! 



For registration information go to:                                      
http://maltaparksrec.com/
forms/6134_photo_contest_2019_registration_form.pdf 

Town of Malta 
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Malta Parks, Recreation and Human Services has 

many programs available to the public from chil-

dren to adults.  To see all their offerings  visit: 

www.maltaparksrec.com 



NOTICE:  Enel Green Power North America 
Inc., is the privately owned dam on Fish 
Creek that controls the lake levels in Saratoga 
Lake.  Saratoga Lake has a very large water-
shed coming into the lake. One inch of rain 
can raise the lake three inches which can 
make the water level hard to control for the 
dam operator. In consideration for the Sarato-
ga Rowing Association (SRA), who hosts the 
area regattas, the water level is held at around 
203.6 level.  after the last regatta is held for 
the season, the dam is open. You will begin to 
see the water level in the lake then begin to 
lower.  To read entire page, go to 
www.slpid.org. 

### 
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What is amazing is that 1) 

whomever cut this tree let it fall 

into the lake; 2) that they left it 

there and 3) that no one has done 

anything about it.  There is too 

much license taken with the lake 

and if we don’t all respect what 
we have, we will lose it. — SU 

New at Dock’s:  Wednesday happy hours and on            

October 19, breakfasts will be served on the weekends. 



In the Kitchen with Donna Bove 

Creamy Chicken Mushroom Florentine 

Ingredients 
1 lb (about 4) boneless chicken breasts 
1 tbsp butter 
1 tsp olive oil 
2 garlic cloves, minced 
1/4 c sundried tomatoes (I used roasted red        

peppers) 
4 oz small mushrooms, sliced 
1 tbsp flour 
2 c chicken broth 
1 1/2 c half and half 
1 tsp salt and 1/4 tsp pepper 
1/2 tsp garlic powder  
8 oz linguine, broken in half 
1/4 c grated parmesan cheese 
2 c fresh baby spinach 

Directions 
     In a large skillet, over med high heat, add butter and 
cook chicken until golden brown.  Add olive oil and 
cook garlic, sundried tomatoes (or roasted reds) and 
mushrooms until tender.  Add in flour and cook for 
another minute. 
     Slowly add chicken broth, 1/2 & 1/2, salt, pepper, 
garlic powder and whisk until mixed.  Add linguine, 
simmer, cover cook for 10-15 minutes, until pasta is ten-
der. 
     Remove from heat, add parmesan and spinach, stir 
until spinach wilts and serve immediately. 

Youth Basketball 
Registration is OPEN for our 
Youth Basketball Program. This 
program is for anyone in grades 
3rd-6th grade. There are no resi-
dency restrictions for this program. 
Go to www.sacc.online for a regis-
tration form. Forms are also availa-
ble on our website and at both the 
Stillwater and Mechanicville Area 
Community Center's.  

Fitness Room 
 
The Stillwater Area Community Center invites its residents 
and community members to participate in the new Fitness 
Room located on the 2nd Floor in Room #20. We encour-
age you to take the first step towards a healthy lifestyle by 
participating.  
 
Registrations will be available in the Main Office at SACC. 
Stop in or call for more information!  

Family Craft Nights 
 
Family Craft Nights are back at SACC. We have great crafts 
for the whole family planned and we hope you will join us 
for these FREE sessions. Keep an eye on our facebook and 
instagram as we will be posting sneek peaks at the projects 
to come over the next couple of months.  
 
Monday, October 28th at 6:30pm
Monday, November 25th at 6:30pm  
Monday, December 16th at 6:30pm  
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Montana, Adirondack Park officials: Mandatory boat inspec-
tions have challenges: https://poststar.com/news/local/
montana-adirondack-park-officials-mandatory-boat-
inspections-have-challenges/article_04b4cb0a-c439-5975-9cc4
-01edceeaf40d.html  

Saratoga Hospital moving services to Wilton Mall:  https://
www.timesunion.com/news/article/Saratoga-Hospital-moving-
services-to-Wilton-Mall-14483508.php  

Held on the Last weekend of October, this 3,300 meter 

race is one of the premier races on the east coast —    

October 26-27.  The regatta attracts over 160 teams and 

1600 crews from across the northeast. 

Saratoga Hospital introduces new inpatient transition     
program 
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/saratoga-
hospital-introduces-new-inpatient-transition-program/
article_3fe64576-e93a-11e9-93d9-3bdc54b833a0.html  

Saratoga Hospital Expansion:                                        
https://www.saratogatodaynewspaper.com/home/
item/10480-saratoga-hospital-expansion-56-000-sq-feet-
in-wilton-mall#.XZ3uyrDc4Ys.mailto 

Noteworthy News 
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DOT announces project to resurface roads:  https://
www.saratogian.com/news/state-dot-announces-million-project-
to-resurface-capital-region-roads/article_c64c1834-4898-513f-
bbb5-471982912c97.html 

If you get lost during migration, just follow the 

cars that have gray-haired humans inside. 
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Lake Scenes 

by Maria Mahar 

Moon rising over Snake Hill 

Fellow on the left looks like he missed a fish while 

the fellow on the right has a plump juicy one! 

Morning fog over the lake 



8 Insurance claims that   
increase in the fall 

 
As the seasons change, so do the 
types of claims that insurance com-
panies see.  Falling leaves create a 
skidding hazard for drivers, deer 

never look both ways before crossing a road and drivers in 
a hurry sometimes decide to rush off before their wind-
shields and rear windows are fully defrosted.   

 
The following are 8 claims that increase during 

the fall and early winter. 
 

• Animal collisions.  Most wildlife related accidents 
occur between October and December.  As food be-
comes scarcer, deer no longer confine themselves to 
country areas.  Hitting a large animal can be just as 
dangerous as hitting another car, so always be sure to 
wear your seatbelt. 

 
• Rear-end collisions.  According to the National Trans-

portation Safety Board, (NTSB), there are approxi-
mately 1.7 million rear-end collisions in the U.S.A. 
each year.  87% of them are attributed to drivers who 
are not paying attention.  It’s important to put down 
the phone, stop adjusting the radio, back up safely 
and check your mirrors and windows multiple times 
for oncoming cars. 

 
• Parking lot claims.  With the holidays quickly ap-

proaching, shoppers go to the mall and shopping cen-
ters in greater numbers.  This of course means more 
drivers and an increase in parking lot related claims.  
Damage from shopping carts, car theft and tight park-
ing spaces are just a few of the hazards. 

 
• Snow and ice.  34% of all skidding and snow claims 

occur between October and December.  Before the 
cold weather hits, check your tires to make sure they 
are properly inflated and decrease speeds on wet, icy 
or leaf covered roads.  Also make sure your gas tank 
remains at least half full and check your battery, 
windshield wipers, anti-freeze and wiper fluid levels.  
It’s also a good idea to have a shovel, blankets, water 
and some non-perishable snacks in the car in case you 
break down. 

 
continued 
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• Auto thefts.  Cars full of gifts and other items can be 
tempting to thieves.  Make sure to take some preven-
tive actions to reduce the chances that you’ll be a 
victim of auto theft.  Make sure your doors are 
locked and windows closed when you leave the vehi-
cle and don’t leave packages, briefcases or electronics 
visible in your car. 

 
• Home thefts.  Home robberies increase by 7% in the 

summer, but jump by 25% between October and 
December.  Smart homeowners keep lights on a tim-
er and use motion detectors for outdoor lights.  
There are many home apps now that allow owners to 
monitor remotely who is coming and going around 
your home. 

 
• Fire and smoke.  Just like summer means more grill 

related fires, in the fall more time is spent indoors 
and fireplaces, woodstoves and candles become the 
culprit.  More than 2,500 people lose their lives in 
house fires each year, with another 12,600 injured.  
Property losses from these fires total more than $7.3 
billion annually.  To reduce the likelihood of fire, 
make sure the flue is open before starting a fire.  In-
spect your chimney annually and clean it as needed.  
Don’t leave candles lit in unoccupied rooms and 
don’t overload electrical outlets with appliances and 
decorations. 

 
• Water damage and freezing claims.  Water damage is 

the most common type of loss reported.  Freezing 
pipes and water damage account for 20% of all 
claims in the 4th quarter of each year.  Burst pipes, 
dishwashers, water heaters, and toilet valves are the 
most frequent sources of water damage. 

 
Talk to your Independent Insurance Agent.  

They will be more than happy to review your policy and 
make sure you have the right coverage in the event of any 
loss. 

 
Kevin Connors is a Certified Insurance Counselor  

and licensed Property/Casualty and Life Insurance Agent   
with The Connors Insurance Agency in Mechanicville, NY.  
Mr. Connors can be reached at (518)664-7307 or          
KConnors@Connorsgroup.com 
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Another beautiful sunset by              

John Pamper 

The Kramers in Louisville Kentucky at Churchill Downs 
and in Lexington Kentucky at the Kentucky Horse Park 

“A fun “Find the Wine” night at Schuyler Farms 
Corn Maze with Nancy and Todd Rasner and 
Gene and Dianne Fedoronko.   Lots of laughs, 
lots of wondering if we’d find our way out...but 
we definitely found the wine!” 
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Good Advice from the DOT 

(the information contained here is reprised each year in an at-
tempt to make residents aware of the rules set by the Department 
of Transportation to aid in the health and safety of both the lake 
and those who reside here.  Some items are a bit early, but we will 
reprint excerpts as the winter season approaches.) 
 
• The ditches are to be maintained by DOT.   The pipes 

under each driveway, private road, or Town Road are 
not maintained by DOT.   The pipes are considered 
part of the driveway/roadway entrance, which is pri-
vately owned, and are therefore to be maintained by 
the respective property owner, (private homeowner, 
Association, or Town). 

• Please don’t place/store boat docks too close to the 
highway.   They may interfere with snow plowing ef-
forts or they can become an object that an errant vehi-
cle may strike. If a driver should go off of the road and 
hit one of these the driver could become seriously in-
jured and the dock owner may be held liable.   They 
need to be moved as far away as possible from the edge 
of pavement.  A minimum of 15 feet from the edge of 
the pavement would be reasonable.  Also, they are in 
the snow storage area and may/could be struck with 
the wing of the snow truck this winter. 

 
• Please don’t rake leaves into the roadside ditches and 

gutters.   DOT does not pick these up and they pre-
vent proper drainage of the roadside. 

 
• During a snow storm or a predicted snow storm, 

please do not place garbage cans onto the shoulder 
area until the last possible moment prior to the arrival 
of the Collector.   We realize that this difficult to do, 
but the snow plow operators cannot always avoid strik-
ing these on a narrow highways, such as Route 9P. 

 
• Make repairs to your mailbox prior to winter.   Locate 

it so that it is behind the back edge of the shoulder.   
 
• Please don’t plow/push/snow plow/shovel snow onto 

the Highway.   This is against the Law.  It may cause an 
accident and you may be liable. 

 

 

What a beautiful fall weekend. We still have some availabil-
ity left for the Beer Dinner Saturday October 19th at 6:30 
featuring Wolf Hollow Brewing. Chefs Bruce, Jackie and 
myself put together a great menu with pairings that we think 
you will be excited about.  Please call for reservations       
518-587-2000.  

Chef Bruce has some great specials for Oktoberfest!!! Call 
for reservations or just come on over. 
 

Dunning Street Station 
Wolf Hollow Brewing 

Beer Dinner 
 6:30 Saturday October 19, 2019 

Menu 
Welcome Beer 
Pulpit Supply Brown Ale 
  
1st Course  
 
Island of Misfits German Gose   
Fried oysters, lemon aoli, micro green salad 
 
2nd Course  
District 3 New England IPA   
Sockeye salmon, beurre blanc, couscous. 
 
3rd Course 
Wolf Hollow Amber Ale  
Espresso dusted Colorado lamb rack, fresh herb demi 
glaze, sweet potato hash. 
 
4th Course 
Lock 9 Porter  
Pumpkin molasses cheesecake. 
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Stillwater Public Library 
 
The Library will be closed on Friday, 11/1 for  Stillwater 
Library's 13th Annual Ladies' Night Fundraiser at 
the Stillwater Area Community Center. 
 
 
SPECIALS: 
• STILLWATER FALL FESTIVAL! October 26,       

Noon - 4 pm.  Stop into the library and grab your map. 
• HALLOWEEN Trick or Treat at the Library! 
 
 
WEEKLY EVENTS: 
• Pre-K Story Time:  Every Tuesday at 11:30am. Learning 

time with Ms. Carol for preschool age children. 
• Afterschool Story Time: Every Wednesday at 3:30pm. 

Elementary aged children are invited to have stories and 
snacks with Ms Carol.  

• Toddler Time: Every Friday at 11am. Stories, songs and 
games for children from walkers to 3 years old. 

• MS/HS Homework Help: Monday, Wednesday and 
Fridays until 5pm.   

• Dungeons and Dragons: Tuesdays and Thursdays 3pm-
5pm. Role-playing adventure for students in middle and 
high school. 

 
 
MONTHLY EVENTS: 
• Story Time for Littles: 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 

6:30pm.  Stories and fun for kids up to 2nd grade. 
• STEM Time: 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6:30pm.  STEM 

based activities for students in grades 3 and up. 
• Teen Nights: 1st and 3rd Fridays 5pm-8pm. Fun and 

games for students in grades 6-12.  
• Teen Book Chat: 2nd Wednesdays at 5pm.  Readers of 

Teen Lit are welcome to chat about what they have been 
reading. 

• Teen Craft: 4th Wednesdays at 5pm - This month is 
pumpkin painting for students in  grades 6-12 

 
 
Museum Passes                                                                       
• Don't forget you can use your library to visit: CMOST 

in Troy, Aero-Sciences in Glenville, MiSci 
in Schenectady, Children's Museum in Saratoga Springs, 
the Wild Center of Tupper Lake, and now the          
IROQUOIS MUSEUM of Howe NY! 
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Potato Chip History 
 
     Alan Richer, president emeriti of SLA, was recently 
interviewed about the history of the potato chip by a 
California based radio station, Yesterday USA Radio 
Networks.   
     Alan is the premier authority on the history of po-
tato chips and has made many presentations on the 
subject. 
      



HIGHWAY WINTER NEWSLETTER ARTICLE 2019/2020 
 
HIGHWAY REPORT by Roger Crandall, Highway Superintendent 

 
 Our paving this past summer included Alpine Approach, Atkins, Atkins Hill, Bayberry, Collamer, Cramer Ex-

tension, Hudson. Larkspur, Laural, Northwest Pass, Pine Crest, Rosebay and Woodshire. Catch basin and culvert re-
placement in the Country Knolls area continued through the summer which will encompass at least 4 more years before 
the whole area is replaced. 

 
Remember to REMOVE all items from the right-of-way area – we are not responsible for replacing any items 

within that area. 
 
Christmas Tree pick-up will be the week of January 6th. If you miss this deadline you are welcome to drop 

them off at the Highway Garage to the side of the gate. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions, do not hesitate to call us at 899-2818. Please keep in mind that we are 

out on the road often and our secretary is part time so if you get the machine PLEASE leave a message, we will return 
your call quickly. Plus, all this information is on our website! 

   
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT WINTER HOURS 

October thru March 
Monday thru Friday  

7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 
The following information is put in our winter newsletter every year for newcomers. You can visit our web-

site for the complete information.  
 
Please remind your children not to play in snowbanks! The snow plow driver CANNOT see if there are peo-

ple in or around the snowbanks. 
 
Residents can assist the Highway Department during a snow storm by heeding these suggestions: 

• DO NOT PUT YOUR TRASH CANS IN THE ROAD. Trash cans WILL get knocked over by the force of the snow 
coming off the plow.  

• Park vehicles in driveways off the roadway. Vehicles left parked on roads create a hazard to other drivers and delays 
highway crew’s efforts to plow the roads.  

• Move all items off the road right-of-way. The Town WILL NOT replace or repair any objects left within the right-of-
way and there are no exceptions.  

• Do not plow, blow or throw snow back into the road or on other peoples’ property (NYS Vehicle & Traffic Law) 
• Storm events are normally forecast 2 to 3 days in advance so please make every effort to gather whatever supplies you and 

your family will need.  
• Reduce your speed and drive cautiously. 
• Remain off the roadways during snow storms unless absolutely necessary. 
 
BE PATIENT…The Highway Department will get to your area and make every effort to plow all roadways as quickly 
as possible. 
 

continued next page 
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Malta Highway Department —Be Prepared, Be Aware and Be Patient 
• Before it snows, remember last years’ problems and try to tackle them in advance! If you do your own snow removal, 

have your tools and supplies handy.  
• If you hire someone for your snow removal then make those arrangements early. It can be difficult to find someone 

in the middle of a storm.  
• Make arrangements to have adequate food and emergency equipment on hand so that you can avoid going out on 

the roads during a storm and cleanup.  
• A salt/sand mix shed is located in the back of the Highway Garage parking area for residents only. Please bring a 

bucket and shovel to take what you need. 
• Area news media will announce approaching storms, school closings and meeting cancellations. They will also note 

road closings or re-routings. 
• Please do not go out during or immediately after a snowstorm unless it is truly necessary.  
• Please understand that the Highway Department cannot shovel ridges or windrows from your driveway entrance or 

mailbox, nor can we plow private property. 
 
Questions & Answers 
~Why should I not throw snow back into the street? 

•  Snow thrown back onto the roadway may freeze causing hazardous road conditions. You may cause injury to fam-
ily, friends or neighbors.  

~I cannot shovel my driveway because I am elderly or disabled, what should I do? 
•  Make arrangements with family, friend, neighbor or contractor to do this for you.  

~Why do the plows put snow in my driveway? 
•  This is not intentional!  Snow, like water, will follow the path of least resistance. It will fall into openings on the 

side of the road. 
 
Some hints for plowing your driveway during a storm: 

• Leave a strip of snow at the edge of your driveway. This will block some of the snow from entering your driveway 
when the plow widens the roadway.  

• Finish clearing your driveway entrance AFTER the final widening pass of the Town trucks has been completed. 
• Make the opening of your driveway from the road as wide as possible 
• Clear about 10' over and at least 1' in from the road on the left side of your driveway to prevent snow deposits to be 

right in your driveway. 
• Situate your mailboxes further off the road so they are less likely to get hit. 
• When plows will be out during trash pick-up day PLEASE place buckets at least 2’ from the edge of the road. The 

Waste Removal Trucks can reach at least 3’!  
 
Before the Snow Falls 
Beginning as early as September the Highway Department begins preparing for the winter months ahead by re-

viewing snow removal routes and servicing equipment. This continues through November while the Highway crew is cut-
ting back dead trees and dangerous limbs from our right-of-ways and  

The Highway’s salt storage is stockpiled with 750 tons of salt while 3,000 gallons of enviro-brine and 6,000 gal-
lons of liquid salt brine are contained in in storage tanks. In order to be properly prepared for inclement weather during 
the snow season, daily weather conditions are continually monitored via satellite and daily weather reports are received 
from NYS.  

This salt brine mix is a new method that Malta and some area towns are utilizing to be proactive as it jump starts 
the melting process. This mixture is applied to the main Town owned roads prior to a storm starting. The brining serves 
two purposes: it prevents the snow from bonding and compacting to the pavement and it keeps traffic moving safely dur-
ing the initial phase of the storm.  

 
continued next page 
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Friends of the Kayaderosseras  
Annual Fall Cleanup 

 

Saturday, November 2nd 
Meet at Kelley Park 

9:00-11:30 am 
     

     Friends of the Kayaderosseras (FOK) is hosting its      
Annual Fall 
clean-Up 
Day of ac-
cess points 
and other 
lands along 
the Kaya-
derosseras 
Creek Sat-
urday, No-
vember 
2nd, 2019 at 9:00am.  
     The organization conducts clean-ups of some of the pub-
lic access sites along the Kayaderosseras Creek and its tribu-
taries twice a year. The objective this fall will be to form 
teams and designate them to specific sites along the Creek 
to pick up as much unwanted debris as they can carry out. 
FOK will be providing maps, trash bags, detailed printouts 
of each sight and a hot food post-clean-up. 
     Volunteers will meet at the Kelley Park pavilion in 
Ballston Spa at 9:00 a.m. November 2nd. We will have cof-
fee and breakfast snacks before you head off. Food for vol-
unteers will be open anytime after 11:00 a.m. back at Kelley 
Park.  
     Volunteers are reminded to wear weather- and task-
appropriate clothing, such as long pants, long-sleeved shirts, 
boots and a sturdy pair of work gloves, preferably leather 
and to bring their own bottle for water. 
     Conservation Director Joseph Acee continues into his 
second fall with Friends of the Kayaderosseras and will be 
on-site to help get the crews moving for the big cleanup. 
"We had a solid turnout this last spring and will be antici-
pating another good crowd for the fall." 
     Joseph will be scouting the Creek in the next few weeks 
to set the stage for the effort. "The fall is always interesting 
because we see a lot of debris from the summer season. 
However, we are ready for anything". 
     For information, contact Joseph Acee at                     
aceedesign@yahoo.com  or (518) 618-5237.  

Malta Highway Department, continued 
When the Snowfall Starts 
An important step in dealing with the snowfall is 

street salting. The snow removal starts when frozen precip-
itation begins falling and continues until the streets are 
clear. We have 7 plow routes with 2 men in each truck. It 
takes approximately 4 hours to complete one run. Of 
course this time per run depends on driving conditions 
and amount of snow per hour is falling. 

 
When the Snowfall Continues 
When two or three inches of snow have accumu-

lated and more is expected, snow is more economically 
removed by plowing rather than salting. If the storm con-
tinues in intensity, the trucks remain in the same pattern 
until the storm abates. At that time, the trucks begin to 
“widen out” all roads by pushing the accumulated snow 
back to the curb line and clearing intersections. The crew 
works around the clock during these storms to keep the 
roads open and passable.  

 
After the Storm is Over 
We continue to monitor all roads for icy spots 

and areas where winds redeposit the snow in traffic lanes. 
We check catch basins also. 

Residents are required to shovel out fire        
hydrants in front of your property.  

(submitted by Nancy Fodera) 
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“Back away from my stash —- get your own nuts.” 



One of the Things that really Irks a Fire Truck Driver 
 

Tom Rinaldi 
Stillwater Fire District/Arvin Hart Fire Co. 
 
     I really must get this off my chest, and it’s something that as an apparatus driver really irritates me.  On Sunday morn-
ing, the 13th, we were dispatched for a sounding CO detector with no illness.  It turns out the detector had been sounding 
since 5am.  That’s not the irritating part because we get those 
calls all the time and it is what it is, and we are educating resi-
dents on the limitations of CO detectors, one at a time.  CO de-
tectors have a limited life of 5 to 7 years and then must be re-
placed, and battery powered units should have their batteries re-
placed once annually. 
     What was really irritating was finding the correct house num-
ber while driving down the streets of the subdivision.  Some did-
n’t have numbers posted on the homes themselves, many had 
numbers on the mailboxes but were much too small to see, some 
had numbers on one side of the mail box and some had numbers 
on the door of the mailbox, which is great for the postal service 
but does not work at all for emergency responders.  
     One inch or less numbers are impossible to see during the day 
and will never be seen at night or in bad weather.  To be honest 
we have a joke in the fire service -- if it’s on fire, we’ll find it!  But if you are having a heart attack or if it’s a CO detector 
sounding where there is illness reported, it’s going to take longer and it shouldn’t!  Attached is a picture of a mailbox with 
numbers that can be seen in any weather conditions, are reflective at night, are self-adhering and can be ordered on-line 
from the convenience of your computer.  This is an example of what is really needed to make sure first responders can find 
where you live when you need us.  The fire code prescribes that the size number should be at least 4” and should stand out 
so that its immediately and easily recognizable -- your house number should jump right out at you.  If we can’t see your 
home from the road or your home sits far off the road, the number should be placed at the beginning of the driveway at 
the road. 
     It seems like a simple common-sense thing but so many homes are not marked; whether you need the fire department, 
the police department or an ambulance, help us, help you. 

     While we are on a roll, we have been taking note of many driveways in the area and see 
many where the trees have overgrown the driveway.  We noted a driveway the other day where 
a propane delivery truck was trying to back up the driveway and tree branches had to be 
dragged out of the way.  That might be fine for the propane delivery person but the apparatus 
driver is trying to get into a driveway and has to slow down to make sure the trees are high 
enough and not tearing some piece of equipment off the unit – hence the ability to provide 
service is going to be delayed.  Driveways should be maintained to a width of 12 feet wide and 
a height of 12 feet high, our tallest fire apparatus is 11’3” high, aerial ladder apparatus is    
larger. 
     It’s impossible for us to memorize where all addresses are in the Town of Stillwater or with-
in the jurisdictions that we provide mutual response coverage to, such as; the Village of 
Stillwater, City of Mechanicville, Town of Saratoga, Town of Malta, Town of Halfmoon and 
to jurisdictions in Rensselaer County.  Please do your part as a responsible homeowner and 
post your house number so that it is legible from the road at any time of the day or night. 
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The Refurbishment of the Historic Congress Park Carousel 

September 25, 2019 by Gail Stein, Office Coordinator for Discover Saratoga.  

     Over the years, the carousel resided in several different locations, eventual-

ly landing in Kaydeross Park, an amusement area on Saratoga Lake. When 

Kaydeross Park was purchased by real estate developers in 1987, it was decid-

ed that the Carousel would be disassembled and auctioned off horse by horse. 

Concerned area citizens banded together to form the Save the Carousel Com-

mittee. The group recruited volunteers and, in a matter of weeks, raised 

enough money to support the City’s purchase of the carousel. After much 

hard work at restoration, and extensive deliberation as to the pros and cons of 

various locations between 1987-2002, the restored carousel was moved to its current location in Congress Park on June 29, 

2002 and housed in a beautiful new pavilion. Each of the original 28 horses had been restored to its original grandeur. 

Today, the carousel continues to play traditional calliope and organ tunes and is one of only six remaining Illions machines 

in existence. It's also the ONLY known two-row Illions carousel still in operation today. A computer-controlled system has 

replaced the original belt-driven mechanisms. 

     Carousel visitors may notice this year that five of the horses look brand new. This is because they were recently refur-

bished as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the ride for future generations. This is the first major restoration that has 

been done since it was placed in the park back in 2002. According to Anthony “Skip” Scirocco, the carousel will be placed 

on a maintenance schedule with periodic restoration continuing at a rate of 5-6 horses per year, until the entire carousel is 

refurbished. The initial bid was awarded to W.R.F. Designs, 

LLC, with over 30 years in carousel restoration, who per-

formed the last full restoration for the Grand Opening in 

2002. Artist and proprietor, Gabriel Finkenstein said, "We 

are among the premier and most experienced teams working 

in the field of Carousel Restoration today. We have unparal-

leled knowledge and passion for the care, upkeep and resto-

ration of these wonderful antique works of art, and for the 

Historic Illions Carousel in Saratoga Springs in particular, as 

we handled its last full restoration."  
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     Each horse was carefully packaged for shipping to avoid any damage and transported to a fully equipped site where it 

was restored. The initial condition report from W.R.F. Designs, after inspecting the first five horses shipped to them in 

January 2019, found the horses to be "within expected levels of wear for their age and usage." Minor repairs were needed 

on various seams and separated or flexing leg joints; and were nothing that was unexpected. The Carousel operates week-

end-only hours between Labor Day and Halloween. Tokens to ride are only $1.00. 

     In order to avoid damage to the figure, a special form of stripping was used to remove the paint. The original coat, 

gold and silver leaf areas were documented and the final stripping was done with fine sanding, never chemicals. In the 

repair and finish process, nothing was done by machine. All paint was applied by hand, and natural fiber brushes and 

two coats of Japan oils were used. Each figure received two finish coats of pigment and was then prepared for gold and 

silver leafing, which was applied by hand and burnished. The horse then received four coats of marine spar varnish to 

block ultra violet light and provide a durable finish. They were then prepared for a safe and secure trip back home to the 

Carousel in Congress Park where they were re-installed with new and durable hardware, as needed.   

     We are lucky to have such a beautiful and historic Carousel right here in Congress Park, and are grateful for the infi-

nite care that goes into beautifully refurbishing these horses that have brought so many memories to so many people! 

     Special thanks to the Saratoga Springs Dept. of Public Works for providing all of the restoration information, and for 

sharing their photos of the process. For more information or additional details on hours, rain dates and rentals, please 

call 518-587-3550. You can also head to the City of Saratoga Springs’ website at  http://saratoga-springs.org/575/

Congress-Park-Carousel. 
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