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2020 Resolution —- Get Involved
President’s Message
SLA and SLPID and the Watershed
There remains confusion about exactly what SLPID is
and does. When Googling SLPID, SLA surprisingly comes
up first in the search, but we are distinct entities. SLPID
(Saratoga Lake Protection & Improvement District) is a governing body, financed through a special tax levy, that according to their web site “supervises, manages and controls
Saratoga Lake and the lands surrounding for a public purpose. SLPID implements aquatic invasive species management plans on Saratoga Lake and works along with the local
municipalities and New York State agencies improving and
protecting Saratoga Lake.”
SLPID was authorized in 1986 by an act of the New York
State Legislature and created by referendum. In authorizing
its creation, the Legislature found it would be in the public
interest to "form a unit of local government which can supervise, manage and control the… lake," and to unify management policy for Saratoga Lake, something deemed necessary because it does not lie wholly within the jurisdictional
limits of any one municipality. Clearly, the initial mandate
was far reaching.
Featured in this edition of Shore Lines is the urging
from a lake resident and SLA member for SLPID to update the Watershed management plan for Saratoga Lake.
SLPID received a grant in 1999 from the US Environmental Protection Agency under the Wetland Development
Grant Program and a comprehensive plan was published
in 2002.
continued page 2

Let one of your 2020 Resolutions be to stay
connected through Shore Lines and to submit photos,
news, events in your neighborhood, fish and travel tales
and yes, even issues of concern.
You are the eyes and ears of the lake community and
this year promises to be a busy year.
Help us to share the news. Submissions by noon on
February 6 to Julie at sinnidi@aol.com.
A Personal Thank you to the
Tech Monkeys
Over the holidays my computer (really—SLA’s computer that is used for Shore Lines) was severely hacked.
I lost most everything but luckily, Creative Advantage,
the company we use to send the newsletter, had a
backup.
In the meantime, I got a great recommendation to
call the Tech Monkeys. They got me through some
real difficulties both at their shop at 1164 Route 29 in
Schuylerville and in my home.
I cannot recommend both men, Vincent Vacirca
and Chris Payant, enough. So many of us need help
with all the new technology (especially me!) and I feel
much better knowing they are a phone call away!
If you are in need visit their web site at
www.tech-monkeys.com or call 518-507-6118.
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WISPA 2019 Report from SLPID

President, continued
Many excellent and actionable goals were recommended in that report. I wasn’t a member of the lake community 18 years ago but obviously there has been a great deal
of changes since then and new environmental pressures
that can affect the health of Saratoga Lake.
Clearly there is a need to update the Watershed Management Plan for this new decade. Whether this means
revising the previous report or starting anew are certainly
areas of debate. We must keep in mind that we are talking
about spending residents’ tax dollars, and these reports are
extremely costly. We also must assure that the report is
scientifically based and unbiased. A report with any agenda
other than the environmental wellbeing of the lake watershed could be detrimental.
We at SLA are hopeful that when the time comes to
make these decisions, we have a seat at the table. To quote
Sustainable Saratoga’s excellent article on lake stewardship,
“Moving forward, a multi-community, comprehensive watershed approach should be undertaken or enhanced and
supported, before expanding development pressures threaten one of our area’s most important natural resources. It is
crucial for the leaders and residents of all of the communities within the Saratoga Lake watershed to work cooperatively and practice good stewardship to keep our lake
healthy into the future.” https://sustainablesaratoga.org/
saratoga-lake-stewardship/
While updating the watershed plan is of great concern,
there are other important and more general lessons we can
take from this issue. We have seen how one voice can be
heard and make a difference. What started out as an email
evolved into a Times Union article and this very discussion.
We also have at SLPID a Chairperson who is both
interested in listening to citizens’ concerns as well as taking action. Cristina Connolly (caconnolly@nycap.rr.com)
has asked me to make it clear to our SLA membership
that she wants us to contact her and the board of SLPID
directly with any concerns we have about Lake Management. SLPID should not exist in a bubble. Only if we
communicate our concerns with the chair and board
members of SLPID can they best meet the needs of the
lake and our community.
Joe Schwartz
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(end of season report from our Saratoga Lake Stewards)
Prepared by the New York National Heritage Program,
December 13, 2019)
The following is a quick summary report from WISPA.
To see the complete report go to SLPID.org and under
“who we are” doubled click reports and it is on the top
right.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total number of boaters surveyed 17,627
Total number of watercraft 8,295
Motorized watercraft 6,850 (82.6% of total watercraft)
Non-motorized watercraft 1,445 (17.4 % of total watercraft)
Average watercraft per survey 1.05
Percentage of watercraft that contained one or more
attached species 16.3%

An Important Reminder from SLPID
(many residents have questions about the lake and
it’s important to note that all questions should go
to SLPID)
To learn more about the Saratoga Lake
water quality and what SLPID is about,
please visit SLPID.org.
Please go on line and sign up for email
notifications.
If anyone has questions or concerns regarding Saratoga Lake, please contact
the SLPID board of commissioners.
Thank you
Cristina Connolly
Caconnolly@nycap.rr.com
518-312-6481
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We are sharing a letter from Julie Wash to the SLPID board as
well as a follow-up in the Times Union
To the SLPID Board:
As a concerned Saratoga Lake resident with waterfront property and as an active environmentalist I am
writing the SLPID board to request a comprehensive and
independent Saratoga Lake Watershed Management
study be a primary objective for 2020.
In review of the documents linked on the SLPID website at SLPID.org, the last comprehensive Saratoga Lake
Watershed Management Plan was completed by the LA
Group in 2002. This last management plan is unique in
its breadth of oversight beyond individual water quality
or aquatic plant studies, and in such oversight, has not
been duplicated on behalf of Saratoga Lake since that
date.
As we are approaching two decades passing since the
publication of this report, and as Saratoga County has in
recent years catapulted to the fastest-growing county in all
of New York, an updated management plan for Saratoga
Lake and its municipalities is a prudent and responsible
use of SLPID’s authority, and a proper use of collected
lake management funding.
According to the 2002 report, a Saratoga Lake Watershed Advisory Committee existed to represent the following collective issues for the report: water- based recreation, water quality, land use and growth trends, aquatic
plant management strategies, and stream corridor protection. Of these topics, coordinated land use and growth
trends and stream corridor protection have received scant
municipal attention and coordination, and offer significant threats to the future water quality, water-based recreation, and subsequent aquatic plant management.
In recent years, Brown’s Beach, a public swimming
area located in the shallows at the southern end of Saratoga Lake and surrounded by a marina which further limits fresh water flow, was closed multiple days due to
health department violations of unsafe levels of e. coli
bacterium. The southern end and northern shorelines of
Saratoga Lake have also been subject to algal blooms recorded in late summer, as reported to the state DEC by
concerned residents and shared with both town and
county officials.
continued
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Just last year a portion of Route 9P in the Town of Saratoga needed to be closed for emergency repair. Consider Point 5 of the 2002 Stormwater Management and
Erosion Control:
An erosion control and stormwater runoff stabilization and
revegetation plan should be developed for Route 9P along
Saratoga Lake. Had this recommendation been implemented over the last 18 years, perhaps the emergency
closure and expensive shoring up of our eroding roadway would have been unnecessary.
Continuing the report and the call for Natural Resources Protection, although engaged citizens have attended town council meetings in both Towns of Saratoga and Stillwater to request watershed conservation
and purchase of conservation easements for headwater
areas in the respective municipalities, these requests
have not received as much attention as developer proposals, which, despite serious concerns regarding aquifers, erosion, overdevelopment, and traffic concerns for
9P, questionable zoning (inclusion of a “farm” parcel in
a residential tract/Saratoga and questionable PDD classifications and rezoning to benefit developers/
Stillwater) the towns have allowed, over considerable
public backlash, the continued development of the
steep, undeveloped eastern watershed of Saratoga Lake.
The Town of Stillwater went so far as to block the process oversight of the Planning Board in the initial stages of developer proposals.
The lack of an up-to-date Watershed Management
Plan for Saratoga Lake has resulted in the absence of
protective and coordinated municipal processes that
provide a framework and accountability for all municipalities that are responsible for the long-term health of
Saratoga Lake.
SLPID is a New York State-legislated entity that has
its responsibility the collective oversight of the health
and well-being of not just the waters within the shorelines of Saratoga Lake, but the collective municipal
lands that surround the lake which provide SLPID
with its funding. This resident is asking for SLPID to
utilize its authority and funding to address the timely
issues facing the watershed of Saratoga Lake to commission a study which addresses the impact of the recent
growth and development of Saratoga Lake watershed

continued next page
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Letter to SLA Board, continued
and the subsequent collective impact and possible solutions and recommendations for municipal governments
that have a responsibility to work together to protect this
unique and vulnerable resource.

Julie A. Wash
9 Make Your Own Way
Saratoga Springs, (Stillwater) NY 12866

In response to Julie Wash’s letter to the Board of SLA, this letter
was sent from President Joe Schwartz in response:
Dear Julie,
I hope you are enjoying the holiday season. I want to compliment you on your communication to the board of
SLPID. While you expressed your personal opinion, it is
also in line with the feelings of the SLA board. This is a
conversation that needs to be happening. I have been in
contact with Cristina and I believe she is supportive of
SLPID being more active, including updating the Watershed Management Plan. To further public awareness, specifically, that of SLA members, I would encourage you to
submit your letter to Shore Lines for publication.
Thank you for your membership and support of SLA and
your advocacy for Saratoga Lake.
Regards,
Joe Schwartz
President, SLA Board
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Town of Stillwater Awarded Two Grants to
Study Water Quality, Green Infrastructure
In the latest round of state economic development
awards, the Town of Stillwater has been awarded two
grants to conduct studies related to water quality and infrastructure around Saratoga Lake. The grants total $70,000
and will be carried out with the support of Chazen Companies. SLA wrote letters in support of these grants on behalf
of our membership. The SLA Board supports the use of
robust, objective research done in the interest of the ongoing health and vitality of Saratoga Lake. We look forward
to learning about the work of these two studies and are
hopeful they will add to our understanding of the impact
of stormwater and development on the lake. Below are the
project descriptions from the Regional Economic Development Council and a link to an article in the Daily Gazette.
Saratoga Lake Water Quality Study
The Town of Stillwater will prepare a water quality study to
identify sources of excess nutrients and sediment entering
Saratoga Lake and identify site-specific improvements to
address sources. The project will build upon the Saratoga
Lake/Route 9P Waterfront Revitalization Plan by using
GIS mapping, site visits, and stormwater modeling to identify and prioritize the highest-impact stormwater mitigation
and prevention practices.
$45,000
Town of Stillwater Saratoga Lake Green Infrastructure
Feasibility Study
The Town of Stillwater will complete a green infrastructure
engineering feasibility study for the Saratoga Lake Watershed. The goal of the project is to reduce and treat stormwater runoff and improve water quality in the lake.
$30,000
https://www.ny.gov/sites/ny.gov/files/atoms/
files/2019REDCA2f79hkFinal.pdf
State grants target Saratoga Lake runoff: https://
dailygazette.com/article/2019/12/30/state-grants-targetsaratoga-lake-runoff
(submitted by Eliot Cresswell)
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Saratoga Lake resident seeks study on
water's health
By Wendy Liberatore, Times Union

Governing body said it will approach the county
A Saratoga Lake resident is concerned with the rapid
pace of development around the recreational waters and
has asked its governing body to fund a comprehensive and
independent study on its watershed.
Julie Wash, who lives on the southern tip of the lake
and describes herself as an active environmentalist, wrote a
letter to the board of the Saratoga Lake Protection and Improvement District urging it to update its last report - issued
17 years ago - on the best ways to maintain the health of the
lake's water and stave off overdevelopment.
Wash says she has “serious concerns … regarding aquifers, erosion, overdevelopment and traffic concerns for 9P.”
Wash told the board that she is also troubled by the lake’s
“questionable zoning … that benefits developers.”
“My concerns are based on what I see having lake-front
property,” Wash said. “I don’t want to say there is overdevelopment, but we are at a point we have algae blooms at
the end of the season. Brown’s beach closes multiple times
because of e-coli. The lake is paying the price.”
Cristina Connolly, the Saratoga County at-large chair of
SLPID, said that the organization is looking into a study
and will recommend one to county leadership.
“It’s up to the county,” she said. “But we are definitely
working on that for 2020.”
The last one, the Land to Lakes Perspective: A Watershed Management Plan, was created in 2002 by LA Group.
The report indicated that though the lake encompasses four
municipalities: Malta, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs and
Stillwater, its watershed covers 244-square miles reaching
into Ballston, Charlton, Corinth, Galway, Greenfield, Milton, Providence and Wilton.
The report noted that “land use activities throughout
the watershed have had a direct impact on water quality in
Saratoga Lake” and urged watershed municipalities “to link
together to develop innovative ways to solve pollution problems within their local watershed boundaries. It is hoped
that this watershed planning approach will encourage local
communities and their organizations to take action together
thereby giving this effort the best chance for long-term
success.”
continued
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In recent years, residents in both Saratoga and
Stillwater have asked officials in those towns to coordinate efforts to preserve the lake’s health. This is especially important, Wash said, “because Saratoga County is
the fastest growing in the state.”
She said she has been disappointed by the response,
especially in Stillwater where the town board voted to
streamline the development approval process for
planned development districts or PDDs, eliminating the
planning board from the early stages of review.
###

Seat belt laws
We all know, if you don’t
wear a seat belt, you can be ticketed by law enforcement. But do
you know who is required to wear
a seat belt and what the penalty is
for failing to do so?
New York state law requires all drivers and front-seat passengers, regardless of
age, to wear seat belts. Children under the age of 16
must wear seat belts when they are in the front seat or
back seat. Children under the age of four must ride in
an approved child safety seat. Passengers over the age of
16 are not required by law to wear a seat belt in the back
seat.
The penalty for a seat belt or car seat violation
is a fine of up to $50. If the violation is for a person
under the age of 16, the driver receives a maximum fine
of $100 and three driver violation points upon conviction.
We have all seen and heard the public awareness campaigns on TV, radio and billboards warning us
to wear a seat belt. As the saying goes, “Click it or ticket.”
Kevin Connors is a Certified Insurance Counselor and licensed
Property/Casualty and Life Insurance Agent with The Connors Insurance Agency in Mechanicville, NY. Mr. Connors
can be reached at (518)664-7307 or KConnors@Connorsgroup.com
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State Grant Targets Saratoga Lake Runoff
$75K will be put towards identifying sources of excess nutrients and sediment along with how to reduce and treat stormwater that
flows into the lake
The state is putting $75,000 behind efforts to determine the
best ways to deal with stormwater runoff causing water quality
problems in Saratoga Lake.
The Regional Economic Development Council awards last
week included two grants to the town of Stillwater: a $45,000
Department of State grant to identify sources of excess nutrients
and sediment running into the lake and develop solutions, and a
$30,000 Department of Environmental Conservation grant to
look at ways to reduce and treat stormwater runoff in the lake's
watershed.
“We've been applying for anything and everything that could
help us deal with water quality issues in the lake," said Stillwater
Town Supervisor Ed Kinoski. "We're looking for the best possible
means to catch whatever we can coming into the lake, whether it
is soil or nutrients."
The lake, which is popular with those who fish and other recreational users, has also seen rapid residential growth in
recent decades, with both new construction on the hills overlooking the lake and conversion of what were once seasonal
camps into year-round housing.
The 4 1/2-mile-long, 3,800-acre lake is bordered by four municipalities: the towns of Stillwater, Saratoga and Malta,
and the city of Saratoga Springs. Its main tributary is the Kayaderosseras Creek, and its watershed includes much of western Saratoga County.
DEC considers the lake "stressed" in some regards. Over recent decades, a DEC analysis shows phosphorous levels in
the depths of the lake have risen, and phosphorous is a nutrient associated with soil erosion, according to U.S. government data. There are other signs of trouble for water quality, as well.
Both last summer and in 2016, Stillwater officials had to close Brown's Beach to the public after high fecal bacteria
levels were found -- a problem officials have blamed on geese in the area.
While Kinowski said the lake overall has clean water, the state funding can still help with the town's efforts to manage
the beach, which is the only public beach on Saratoga Lake. "It can help us with that, because it's constant testing, and it's
not cheap," he said. "It will cost over $12,000 this year."
Although sewers were installed around the lake in the 1980s, runoff from snowmelt and storms still flows into the
lake, bringing with it soil, debris, and trace chemical contamination.
Kinowski said the town is exploring the use of new-technology catch basins that catch more of the contaminants going
into storm drains, and plans to have them installed in a high-end housing development now being planned off Luther
Road.
The force and volume of runoff can also be a problem, especially during storms.
Last spring, a 200-foot section of state Route 9P on the east side of the lake had to be closed for several weeks while
the state Department of Transportation made emergency repairs, after storm runoff caused a slope failure between the
road and the lake. DOT officials said the area sometimes sees heavy storm runoff because the highway is located between
a steep hillside and the lake, and they replaced the culvert as well as installing new foundation materials around it.
The state is expected to spend more money repairing Route 9P next year, Kinowski said, and he said other stormwater
outfalls need to be addressed.
The town is working on a Waterfront Revitalization Plan that will look at the economic development opportunities all
along the Stillwater section of Route 9P, which stretches from north of Snake Hill to the Malta town line, including the
now-vacant Panza's restaurant property.
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PLAN has a lot in store for 2020
Family Craft Night
Join us on Monday, January 27th at 6:30pm for our January Family Craft Night! We will be making our own winter
snow globes! Please RSVP for this event so we know how
many people to expect. And as always, all you need to bring
is yourself!
Fitness Room
Have you set yourself a New Year's Resolution for a
healthier lifestyle? The Stillwater Area Community Center invites its residents and community members to participate in the new Fitness Room located on the 2nd floor
in Room #20. We encourage you to take the first step
towards a healthy lifestyle in the new year!
Registrations are available in the Main Office at
SACC. Stop in or call for more information.

820 acres of farmland expected to be conserved.
$3.2 million to be reinvested into the farming community.
140 acres of land to be protected for trails and recreation.
5+ miles of trails opening in the Towns of Galway and
Providence.
We're looking forward to another year of conserving the
natural habitats, scenic beauty, and rural character of Saratoga County so that these irreplaceable assets survive for
future generations.

January 28-30, 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Volunteer Open House
From office work to chairing an event, we've got a volunteer position for everyone. Find your fit during the flexible hours of our open house!
We're (PLAN) looking for an undergraduate or graduate
student interested in community engagement, marketing,
and event planning to join us this spring and summer.
Is it you? Know somebody? Click here for details!

More Fun Fitness Opportunities
Did you know the Stillwater Area Community Center
offers a few different opportunities for adults to stay active?
Pickle Ball is a fun sport that combines many elements
of tennis, badminton and ping-pong. Open hours are
Tuesday and Thursday's
from 9am-12pm and Sunday's from 11am-1pm.
Zumba is another fun
way to get active and
dance to some great music! Zumba with Cathy is
offered on Wednesday
night from 7-8pm and
Saturday morning from 10-11am.

Saratoga Springs Recreation Department
Announces Online Registration
The Saratoga Springs Recreation Department is excited to
announce it will now be offering online program registration starting January 13th. “Online registration has been a
long time coming, and we cannot be more excited to offer
it to our community” said John Hirliman, Administrative
Director. Instructions for creating an account and registering for programs can be found by visiting SaratogaRec.com. Questions can be directed to 518-587-3550
x2300 or recreservations@saratoga-springs.org.
(submitted by Jill Ramos)

Page 8

Shore Lines

January 10, 2020

BALLSTON SPA
Saratoga County Fair receives international recognition
Saratogian Edition
January 2, 2020

Staff report
The Saratoga County Fair recently received international recognition
for winning an Award of Excellence in the Hall of Honor Communications contest at the 129th annual International Association of Fairs and
Expositions (IAFE) convention.
Specifically, the award was for the local fair’s marketing campaign and
2019 poster, which was created by Saratoga Springs-based artist Sharon
Bolton.
Bolton is well-known in the Saratoga area for designing past posters
for First Night Saratoga.
In her first-ever Saratoga County Fair poster, Bolton’s design featured
a colorful illustration of a cow, flowers, a pie and butterflies among a scene
with the fair’s grandstand, carnival rides, entertainers, tractors and farm
animals.
The Hall of Honor Communications contest received 889 entries,
showcasing a vast array of promotional tactics used at fairs across the
world.
The 21 categories within the communication awards are divided into
five divisions by fair attendance.
After submission, entries are judged based upon predetermined criteria set forth by IAFE committees. Judges include industry professionals
The Saratoga County Fair’s promotional
both within, and outside of, the IAFE membership.
poster, which debuted in 2019, was created
The awards were presented during the convention’s final general sesby local artist Sharon Bolton.
sion on Dec. 4.
"The IAFE Hall of Honor Communications contest is a great way to
showcase promotional efforts and marketing campaigns executed throughout the industry," said Lori Hart, director of
education and member services, in a press release. "After careful evaluation, award recipients are chosen to represent
their Fair at our international convention."
The International Association of Fairs and Expositions (IAFE), based in Springfield, Mo., is a voluntary, nonprofit
corporation, serving state, provincial, regional, and county agricultural fairs, shows, exhibitions, and expositions. Its associate members include state and provincial associations of fairs, non-agricultural expositions and festivals, associations,
corporations, and individuals engaged in providing products and services to its members, all of whom are interested in
the improvement of fairs, shows, expositions, and allied fields.
More information about the Saratoga County Fair, which is scheduled for July 21 through 26, 2020, is available
online at saratogacountyfair.org.
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Wednesday, January 1, 2020
SARATOGA SPRINGS
Sustainable Saratoga on making a difference in 2020
Saratogian E-Edition
By Saratogian staff
This past year was filled with action on behalf of planet
Earth. Sustainable Saratoga supporters are citizens actively
looking for a way to make meaningful change and to be
part of the solution to today’s most pressing environmental problems.
Sustainable Saratoga remains steadfast in their commitment to provide the resources and information residents
need to make impactful choices. They plan to continue to
provide a diverse array of programs and initiatives in 2020,
including:

•

•

Roll out the new 1,000 Trees for Toga campaign to
inspire citizens, community groups, and businesses to
plant the next generation of trees that will benefit the
planet and our health.
Expand collaborative efforts with local government
officials to help raise awareness of the importance of
large-growing shade trees and increase the number of
trees being planted.

Protecting our pollinators
Pollinators are essential to the reproduction of many
plants, as well as to our own food security. They are starting a new initiative in 2020 that will focus on protecting
pollinators and increasing bird and insect habitat and safe
food sources. Look for more details in the coming months.

Waste reduction efforts

Educational programs

•
•

•

•

Backyard composting workshops – Spring 2020
Repair Cafe, in collaboration with the Saratoga
Springs Public Library – March 21, May 30, Sept. 2
Saratoga Recycles Day – October 2020 Once the snow
is gone for good, the community food scrap composting program in collaboration with Pitney Meadows
Community Farm will continue.

Climate and energy

Climate disruption is today’s most pressing issue. Sustainable Saratoga will be expanding their collaborative relationships to advocate more effectively for:
• Climate resiliency planning in all levels of government
• Renewable energy use and other climate mitigation
strategies
• Energy efficiency improvements They are also increasing efforts to support students and encourage their
civic engagement on critical environmental issues, believing that today’s youth have an important role to
play in shaping the planet’s future.
Expanding the urban forest
In honor of the fiftieth anniversary of Earth Day, their
Urban Forestry group is focused on expanding the urban
tree canopy cover. Everyone benefits from having a robust
urban forest. In 2020, efforts will include:
• Hold the tenth Tree Toga event
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These popular events will also return in 2020:
Sustainability Fair, in collaboration with Skidmore
College – April 4
• The Children’s STEM Fair, in collaboration with the
Saratoga Springs Public Library and the Children’s
Museum at Saratoga – July 14
• Science on Tap, in collaboration with Skidmore and
SPAC – last Tuesday of the month
• Film screenings and discussions on various sustainability topics in collaboration with the Saratoga Film
Forum
Sustainable land use and planning
Sustainable Saratoga will continue to advocate for sustainability initiatives and the protection of natural resources. Advocacy efforts are constantly changing in response to new threats and new opportunities, but they
closely monitor issues like:
• Protection of the rural, low-density character of the
Greenbelt
• Efforts to create safer biking and pedestrian access
throughout the city
• Protection of natural resources
• The City’s progress on the Unified Development Ordinance, the Natural Resources Inventory, and the Open
Space Plan Residents can keep informed about their
2020 programs and initiatives on their website, social
media accounts, and by being on their email list.
Sign up to volunteer on their website or email
info@sustainablesaratoga. org
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There are many interesting issues going on around the lake. We thought this might be of interest to our
readers, particularly those on the north end of the lake. This is a look at the DEC dock application at
"Lake Local" site. Unfortunately, the comment period is ended but you may be able to view the results on
the web site below.
Here's the info copied from the "Environmental Notice Bulletin". You can view it here.... then click on Area 5
https://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html
Applicant:
Facility:

John Boyle
550 Union and Board
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Application ID: 5-4115-00233/00003
Permit(s) Applied for:
Article 15 Title 5 Docks, Platforms & Moorings

Project is Located:
Saratoga Springs, Saratoga County
Project Description:
The applicant proposes to expand the existing docking facility by adding 49 boat slips. To accommodate the additional
slips two existing docks are proposed to be lengthened.
Availability of Application Documents:
Filed application documents, and Department draft permits where applicable, are available for inspection during normal
business hours at the address of the contact person. To ensure timely service at the time of inspection, it is recommended that an appointment be made with the contact person.
State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Determination:
Project is an Unlisted Action and will not have a significant impact on the environment. A Negative Declaration is on
file. A coordinated review was not performed.
SEQR Lead Agency: None Designated
State Historic Preservation Act (SHPA) Determination:
Evaluation using a Structural-Archaeological Assessment Form or other information has concluded that the proposed
activity will not impact registered, eligible or inventoried archaeological sites or historic structures.
Coastal Management:
DEC Commissioner Policy 29, Environmental Justice and Permitting (CP-29)
It has been determined that the proposed action is not subject to CP-29.
Contact:
Benjamin M Shubert
NYSDEC Region 5 Warrensburg Sub-Office
232 Golf Course Rd
Warrensburg, NY 12885
(518)623-1281
DEP.R5@dec.ny.gov
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Stillwater Public Library
Monday - Friday 10am-8pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
http://Stillwater.sals.edu
January 2020
SPECIAL EVENTS:
• Friday, 1/10 at 6:00pm: New Year's Resolution Vision
Boards. Resolution Check In. Come and chat about
how to stay focused, anticipate and prepare for obstacles, and to celebrate your coming journey.
• Thursday, 1/30 at 6:30pm - Hot Cocoa Party. All ages
are welcome to come celebrate all things cocoa in anticipation of National Hot Chocolate Day!
WEEKLY EVENTS:
• Pre-K Story Time: Every Tuesday at 11:00am. Learning time
with Ms. Carol for preschool
age children.
• Afterschool Story Time: Every
Wednesday at 4:00pm. Elementary aged children are invited to
have stories and snacks with
Ms. Carol.
• Toddler Time: Every Friday at 11am. Stories, songs and
games for children from walkers to 3 years old.
• MS/HS Homework Help: Monday, Wednesday and
Fridays until 5pm.
• Dungeons and Dragons: Tuesdays and Thursdays 3pm5pm. Role-playing adventure game for students in middle and high school. January is the perfect time to join
as we begin a new campaign!
MONTHLY EVENTS:
• Story Time for Littles: 2nd and 4th Thursdays at
6:30pm. Stories and fun for kids up to 2nd grade.
• STEM Time: 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6:30pm. STEM
based activities for students in grades 3 and up.
• Teen Nights: 1st and 3rd Friday 5pm-8pm. Fun and
games for students in grades 6-12.
• Teen Book Chat: 2nd Wednesday at 5pm. Readers of
Teen Lit are welcome to come and chat about what they
have been reading.
• Teen Craft: 4th Wednesdays at 5pm. Crafts for students
in grades 6-12. This month's craft: Sewing felt (un)
Valentine's dolls.
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BOOK CLUB MEETINGS:
• Monday, 1/13 at 7:00pm: Charlie's Non-Fiction
Book Club - 12 Rules for Life by Jordan B. Peterson.
• Tuesday, 1/21 at 7:00pm: Evening Book Club – Miller's Valley by Anna Quindlen.
• Cookbook Club: No meeting this month, but we will
be back on the first Wednesday in February!
FRIENDS MUSEUM PASSES
Don't forget you can use your library to visit: CMOST
in Troy, Aero-Sciences in Glenville, MiSci
in Schenectady, Children's Museum in Saratoga Springs,
the Wild Center of Tupper Lake, and now the
IROQUOIS MUSEUM of Howe NY!
Michele C. Barron
Stillwater Public Library
Teen Coordinator/Library Assistant
phone (518) 664-6255
fax (518) 664-6826

The Pamper family enjoyed a beautiful day at the Tupper
Lake Wild Center. The museum passes are available
through the Stillwater Friends of the Library. Pictured from
left to right, Grace Pamper, John Pamper, Tina Pamper and
John Richters of North Carolina.
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Friends helped to celebrate Lisa Morahan’s
birthday on December 17th. The gathering
was hosted by June Morier.

The Ladies of the Lake enjoyed a holiday
lunch at Bentley’s Restaurant.
Left to right: Helen McBride, Dianne
Fedoronko, Nancy Rasner, Arlene Weber,
Ann Durocher, Linda Belinsky, Patti Salvatore, June Morier, Bernadette Joyce and
Carol Dooley.
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In the Kitchen with Donna Bove
Caprese Chicken
Ingredients
1 tbsp olive oil
1 lb (4-5) boneless chicken breasts
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper
1/4 c balsamic vinegar
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 pint grape tomatoes, halved
2 tbsp shredded basil
4 slices provolone
Shredded mozzarella
Directions
•
•
•
•

In large skillet, over med high heat, heat oil. Season chicken with salt and pepper. Cook until golden and
cooked through, about 6 minutes per side. Transfer to plate.
Add balsamic vinegar to skillet to deglaze, then add garlic, stir for about 1 minute. Add tomatoes and season with
salt. Let simmer until soft, about 6 minutes. Stir in basil.
Return chicken to skillet and nestle in tomatoes. Top with a slice of provolone and cover with lid to melt the
cheese. Sprinkle shredded mozzarella on top, also.
Spoon tomatoes over chicken and serve.

Another fantastic photograph of the lake by
Christina Fitzgerald

Shore Lines
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Notable News
http://www.saratogalakecam.com/
shorelines/2019Report.pdf
Malta awards $1.6 million contract for sidewalks, improvements | The Daily Gazette
https://dailygazette.com/article/2019/12/12/maltaawards-1-6-million-contract-for-sidewalks-improvements
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Celebrate 2020 at Lakeridge Restaurant
Every Night in January! 2 Courses $20.20!
From all of us to all of you
Best wishes for a Happy & Healthy New Year
First Course
House salad, Caesar salad or
Fontina cheese and tomato bruschetta.
French bread with melted fontina cheese,
tomato jam and arugula.
Entrées
Mushroom Raviolis – Mushroom and cheese filled raviolis
with shredded duck, tomatoes and scallion in a garlic
cream sauce.

https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/roosevelt-iibathhouse-to-be-revitalized-through-a-m-project/
article_7fd2ce24-2504-11ea-8269-e7cea6ce1dc6.html?
utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign
Parmesan Salmon – Parmesan crusted salmon oven roasted
=user-share
and finished with honey Dijon glaze.

A Reminder from the DOT
Sticking with the Winter concerns, ….. the DOT does
not generally remove snow that is piled by others at
the ‘entrance’ of County Roads, Town Roads, Private
Roads, or Private driveways as they enter onto a State
Highway. The Highway Law requires those that enter
onto a State Highway to maintain their entrance onto
the Highway, including providing proper sight distance, which includes the removing of snow
banks. The DOT suggests that private homeowners
or those responsible for private drives, ask or require
that their snow removal providers to not place/pile
snow at their entrance onto a State Highway.

Town of Malta
Shake, Rattle & Roll those winter blues
away. Come to Malta's first Family Sweetheart Dance, Saturday, February 8 at the
Malta Community Center.
Bring the whole family and have fun dancing to all
decades of music. Bring your sweetheart, bring your kids,
bring your friends. DJ, Refreshments, Crafts, Photo
Booth and lots of dancing!
Registration required - Residents $2 Non-Residents
$3 518-899-4411 or online www.maltaparksrec.com
(submitted by Roseanne Clavin)

Petite Filet and Shrimp - 4oz grilled filet mignon topped
with creamy peppercorn shrimp.
Garlic Blue Cheese Pork Tenderloin – Marinated pork
tenderloin grilled and served with garlic herb butter and
topped with crumbled blue cheese.

Happy New Year from Dunning
Street Station
Enjoy a $20.20…. 3 course menu throughout January.
1ST course
Fried Cheese curd with marinara or house salad
2nd Course
Grilled chicken served over pasta with pesto and cherry
tomatoes topped with shredded parmesan
or
Beer battered haddock and shrimp served with French
fries and slaw
or
Short rib stew-Guinness braised short rib with carrots,
celery, pearl onions and baby potatoes, also served with a
warm potato roll.
3rd Course
Daily update with chef choice suggestion

Shore Lines
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Lake Scenes by Maria Mahar

The eagle with the deer carcass was photographed by Maria’s husband,
Jim. An interesting bit of information they found printed in the Adirondack Explorer was: “Eagles don’t undergo physical changes in preparation
for winter — there’s no extra layer of fat or winter growth of thick fur — but
they change their behavior enough to survive the coldest months. This includes being flexible in what they eat and giving up their mainly solitary
lifestyle for a more communal one. In winter, eagles become more scavenger than hunter. Food sources include roadkill, animals that have been
trapped in ice, carcasses discarded by hunters, or farm animals that have
died in the field.”

Here’s a real snowbird at the suet feeder

Ice formations

Another beautiful sky
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Recruiting Fire Police for Your Local
Volunteer Fire Department
Tom Rinaldi – Stillwater Fire District/Arvin Hart
Fire Company
To keep you updated on the rebuilding of our fire station #3 on Route 423, we had only one negative vote on
the bonding of the construction. We have opened the bids
and they are approximately $300,000 lower than our original estimate. The bids will be awarded at our January 13th
Commissioner’s meeting, and we expect to begin construction in March of 2020 – of
course weather dependent.
As we like to say in the fire
service, there is a job for everyone. While it’s not the job
that is portrayed on TV or in
the movies, the fire police of
any volunteer fire department
provide an invaluable service.
Fire Police are members of
the fire department who are
sworn peace officers pursuant
to Section 209c of the New
York State General Municipal
Law and are registered with the Department of Criminal
Justice Services on the Central State Registry of Peace Officers. Fire Police are charged with certain responsibilities,
which include the direction of traffic at incidents, training
or fire service-related public activities such as parades or
funerals. They are also charged with crowd control and
maintaining safe conditions for emergency personnel at all
fire and emergency scenes.
One of the most common fire police duties includes the
regulation of traffic at the scene of an emergency to which a
fire department has been called. Remember that all members of the department are firefighters first and secondly
fire police and the main objective is to provide adequate
protection for firefighters so that they may do their job
without interference from others. At times residents, owners, occupants, relatives, transients, spectators and even the
news media may hamper operations and may need to be
guided to a safe location away from the incident by fire police. Tact and courtesy must be employed to keep onlookers safe from harm or at the same time from obstructing firefighting operations.
continued
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Apparatus, emergency vehicles and service vehicles all
need room to park, operate within, turn around or there
may be continuous ongoing tanker/tender operations
bringing water to the scene of an incident when there
are no hydrants.
There may also be hose lines laid in the highway
which supply water for fire operations, traffic needs to
be directed around hose lines which my break, damaged
or restricted if run over by vehicular traffic. Fire police
personnel will also work together with regular police
agencies who are at the scene for the same reasons, provide protection, safety and to prevent a situation from
getting out of control. Until
the Chief releases the fire police from duty and returns the
responsibility over to other
police agencies or to the owner, no one is allowed to enter
within the scene without proper identification or credentials.
Even the news media need to
be allowed to access information from the proper onscene officials but need to be
protected from the dangers
that may exist at the scene of
an incident. Fire police also need to be alert since they
may hear or see something from a person that may have
a direct bearing upon the situation by protecting evidence and reporting any unusual events to the proper
person in the command.
There are training requirements for fire police. Some
departments may ask that candidates take the Basis Fire
Operations Training Course, attend training sessions at
least weekly with the rest of the department and take the
required Fire Police Training which is a 21 hour state
certification course. The Basic Fire Operations course
gives a candidate a solid background of fire department
operations without training to be an interior firefighter.
There is always encouragement to obtain additional
training for awareness from multiple sources such as the
local or state Volunteer Fire Police Association or by
taking the Traffic Incident Management (TIMs) responder training offered by a combination of disciplines.

continued next page
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Arvin Hart, continued
Most departments provide a wide array of equipment
including high visibility protective clothing, including winter clothing, traffic control signs, and wide variety of traffic
control equipment. Many fire departments have specialized vehicles specially equipped with appropriate traffic
control warning lights and are used to carry equipment and
staff to the scene of the incident.
The fire police position fulfills the desire to perform
service to the community and to the community fire department in the performance of their duties. They act as
the eyes and ears of the fire community keeping them safe
at every incident. If this sounds like the job for you, while
not all fire departments have a fire police squad, contact a
volunteer fire department in your community for additional information to see if you can serve.

Malta
Community
Center
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Julie and I would like to thank Tom for all of his valuable
contributions over the past years. He has never failed to
submit a piece for Shore Lines. It’s not surprising, then,
to learn that he was elected to another 5 year term as
Commissioner for the Stillwater Fire District/Arvin Hart
Fire Company. When he completes this term in 2025, it
will make 20 years as a commissioner and a total of 51
years as a member. That’s quite an accomplishment and
we sincerely congratulate you Tom!

