
Join us for walk down 
memory lane visiting the 

old hotels, houses, 
camps, cottages and 

recreation spots on the 
beautiful Saratoga lake.  



Saratoga Lake 

ÅRowing 
ÅSailing 
ÅPotato Chip 
ÅLakeside Casinos ς  

Gambling and Entertainment 
ÅAmusement Parks 
ÅBoxing 
ÅIce Fishing 
ÅFishing 
ÅHunting 
ÅDog Sledding on the ice 
ÅMotorcycle Races on Ice 
ÅTrolleys, Planes, Trains and Steamers  

 
 



Saratoga Lake History 
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Saratoga Lake ς Early History 

Å4,339 acres 2 by 6 miles  

ÅKaydeross Creek into Saratoga 
Lake to Fish Creek over 2 dams 
into Hudson River 
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Saratoga Lake ς Early History 

ÅHunting Territory for Mohawk Indians in 17 & 18th centuries 
Å1684: Mohawks transferred land to speculators  
Å1764: Initial European settlement with 3-4 families 
ÅмттлΩǎ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ƴŀƪŜ Iƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ 
Å1780s: North shore settled 
ÅмтфлΩǎΥ CƛǎƘ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀŦŦƻǊŘ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

school established 
ÅGrist and saw mills near feeder streams 
ÅFarming and lumbering were important 
ÅGrain, Hay, potatoes, apples, butter and cheese produced 
ÅShad, herring, trout, eel, pike, pickering, perch, black bass 

plentiful in 1800s  
 



Indian Superstition 

ÅaƻƘŀǿƪ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ 
sacred to the Great Spirit and that, if a human voice 
uttered a sound upon its waters, the canoe of the 
offender would instantly sink.   

 



Indian Encampment 

ÅLǊƻǉǳƻƛǎ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ŀǊŀǘƻƎŀ [ŀƪŜ άCaniaderiossersέ ς 
the lake of the crooked stream 

ÅThe Mohawks encamped there from the earliest days of 
the Kayderosseras Flats 

ïWas a great hunting and fishing ground 

ïMany Indian artifacts were discovered including fish spears 
and stone hatchets 

ÅIn the address by Mohawk Chieftain to William Penn in 
1863, it was mentioned as άǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ 
ŀōƻǳƴŘǎΦέ 

 



Transitional Phase 

ÅPer a May 1768 settlement, the Mohawks gave up their 
claim to the land around the lake to Rip Van Dam   

ÅGlanmore ς 1852 Romance of the Revolution, a novel by 
Park Clinton referred to it as a crystal lake .  

ÅJim Riley, a famous oarsman opened up the first resort in 
the early 1800s 

ÅbŜȄǘ ŎŀƳŜ [ƻƻƳƛǎ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ Lakehouse which in 1844 
was a 20 minute ride from downtown 

 



Transitional Phase 

ÅThe first white man to view Saratoga Lake 
was the Jesuit, Isaac Jogues, who also 
discovered Lake George.  The Church is 
names after him. 

ÅSaratoga Lake supplied both the British 
and Colonials with their fish and game 
shortly before the Battle of Saratoga. 



Transformed to Tourist Destination 

ÅAs Saratoga grew as a tourist destination because of its mineral 
springs, many visitors also visited the lake 

ÅRow boating, sail boating, steam boating, fishing, hunting, 
swimming and picnicking 

ÅCollege regattas 

ÅFarmers provided  
lodging to tourists 



Transformed to Tourist Destination 

ÅIntroduction of the lake houses in 1830s 

Å[ŀƪŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мурлΩǎ 

ÅмутлΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ 

ÅaƻƻƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƻ нлл-300 people per night 

ÅDocks and Boats 

 



Recreational Landmark 

ÅOldest historical recreation lake in NYS 

ÅAs in early days when Mohawks fished it, remains one of 
ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƭŀƪŜǎΦ  

ÅSite of first international regatta in the US sponsored by 
John Morrisey 

ÅFirst college regatta took place in 1874 

ÅSince the turn of 1900, a number of regattas for inboard 
motors have been held on the lake 



Saratoga Lake 

ÅSite of first international 
regatta in the U.S. 
sponsored by John 
Morrisey 

ÅFirst college regatta took 
place in 1874 

ÅSince the turn of 1900, a 
number of regattas for 
inboard motors have been 
held on the lake 



Early Settlers 

ÅMyers Lakehouse was on 
Cedar Bluff, Pete Francis lived 
in the south end  

ÅJim Riley and Nelson Ramsdill 
had early farms 

ÅOther early settlers were the 
Abels, Oscar Avery, Steven 
Thorns, Pecks, Caldwells, 
Conklings, Arnolds, Rogers, 
and Ingraham 

ÅLƴ мутлΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ b¸/ 
publisher Frank Leslie built a 
home on 92 acres-Interlaken  



Transportation and Recreation 



The Steamboats 

ÅLady of the Lake ς could accommodate 1,500 passengers and 
had 3 decks; built in 1881  

ÅThe Alice ς ŜȄƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ муфо ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ 
named after Mrs. Thomas Luther. Beginning in 1903 Shuttled 
between Kaydeross Park and White Sulphur Springs Hotel 



¢ƘŜ {ǘŜŀƳ ¸ŀŎƘǘ ά!ƭƛŎŜέ 



The Steamboats 

ÅSteam driven for 50 or more passengers:  James Breslin, 
Katie, Nellie Price and Ermine 

ÅIce boats were common as ice harvesting was a big 
business around 1900 

Å1937 Outboard  
motor regatta 

Steamer Ermine 



Land Transport 

Å¢ǊƻƭƭŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ  
Center to Kaydeross Park/Interlaken 

ÅRailroad bridge was built in 1881  
across Fish Creek  

 



Land Transport 

ÅOmnibusses carried passengers to the lake 

ÅElectric Railroad 1890-1910  

Å25 cents for 24 miles 



Land Transport 

Å5 cents to reach Trumbulus Hotel,  
aƻƻƴΩǎ [ŀƪŜ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ Kaydeross Park 

Å1931 ς Road from Saratoga Springs to Lake completed 

ÅPullman Palace Electric Car with Trailer at White Sulfur Springs 



Recreation 

ÅToboggan slides and skating 
were popular 

ÅBoat Parades 

ÅSummer ς fishing, swimming, 
picnicking, ball games and 
fireworks 

ÅCottages and camps started  
to flourish 



Recreation 

ÅFirst Hydroplane on the lake in 1919 

ÅHorse Trotting Races on the Lake in 1903 

ÅIce fishing 



Recreation 

ÅHorse Trotting Races on the Lake in 1903 



Lake Houses and Inns 



Lake Houses and Inns 

ÅIn 1875, White Sulfur Spring, a hotel and park took its 
name from the nearby Springs. 

ïIt accommodated 100 guests and could also be 
reached by a steamboat, the Lady of the Lake.   

ÅOther hotels included Cedar Bluff and the New Crystal Inn, 
at Fish Creek. 

ÅaƻƻƴΩǎ [ŀƪŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ муро 

ÅCǊŀƴƪ [ŜǎƭƛŜΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƭŀƪŜƴ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 
Crescent Avenue.   



White Sulfur Spring 



White Sulfur Spring 

ÅTC Luther 

Å1919 Sea Gull ς First hydroplane  
on Saratoga Lake 

ÅRazed in 1958 when NYS 
straightened Rte 9P 

 



White Sulfur Spring 



White Sulfur Spring 


