
Winter is cheery with all its pretty snowflakes and holiday 
happenings.  Capture the moments and share them with 
your friends and neighbors in the lake community.  We 
like your bright ideas and imagination.  What is happening 
in your neighborhood?  It’s the season of pretty decorations 
and twinkling lights.  Submit to Julie at sinnidi@aol.com.  
The deadline for the next Shore Lines is _____ 

Celebrate the Season 
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President’s Message 
 

Sunrise and Sunset 

 
     Until moving into my house on Saratoga Lake I never 
spent much time watching or thinking about the sunrise. It 
is not common in the Northeast to get a clear view of the 
sunrise. An open horizon is rare, with hills and trees or the 
next door neighbor’s house usually getting in the way. But 
one of the beauties of the lake is that it provides an open 
vista to observe the comings and goings of the sun.  
 

continued page 2 

Wonder….. 

Saratoga Lake Association 

We are over 1300 Likes and climbing.  Thank you! 



President’s message, continued 
 
     I never appreciated the great difference in the location 
of the sunrise between the summer and winter solstices. In 
the summer, the more northerly rising sun creates a greater 
arc, providing us with the long hours of daylight that is 
part of what makes our summers special. And while from 
my east facing location of my home I do get to see the pas-
tel colored lights of the sunset reflecting on the lake, I 
don’t get to view the actual setting of the sun.  
     I’ve though about what would I prefer, to have a house 
facing the sunrise or the sunset. While our lake is beautiful 
from any vantage point, I prefer looking east toward the 
sunrise. To me it represents opportunity and all good there 
is to follow, rather than the sunset, which to me symbol-
ized an ending or conclusion, a melancholy good bye to the 
day. 
     As the sun will soon set for the last time is 2018, we can  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
reflect back on the year for all the challenges that we had to 
face as well as the joyful times we shared on the lake. I 
think I’ll turn in shortly after the ball drops because for 
me, I want to be awake to see the sun rise over the lake for 
the first time in 2019 and greet the new year. 
     Have joyful holiday a happy and healthy new year! 
 
Joe Schwartz 
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The difference between the Saratoga Lake 
Association and the Saratoga Lake           

Protection and Improvement District 
 
We think it’s important to remind our readers that there are two 
organizations on the lake — SLA and SLPID.  Many people still 
think SLA is the responsible for the weeds and management of 
the lake, when it is SLPID who is the government agency in 
charge.  Below are descriptions of both organizations.  For more 
information on both, go to their web sites at www.sla.ord and/or 
www.slpid.org. 

  

The SLA is a not-for-profit corporation. Its purposes are 
to promote and enhance the health, safety, sanitation, 
ecology, recreation and environmental quality of the Sara-
toga Lake area through education, charitable contribu-
tions and environmental action. SLA's sole source of fund-
ing is from membership dues and tax deductible charitable 
contributions. SLA's Board of Directors is elected during 
its annual meeting by the membership.   
  

SLPID, on the other hand, is a governmental agency 
charged with the maintenance of Saratoga Lake's water 
quality. Responsibility for water quality not only includes 
foreign matter in the lake's water, but also includes the 
control of invasive weeds and regulation of lake water lev-
els in an advisory capacity. SLPID works in conjunction 
with other governmental agencies such as the Department 
of Environmental Conservation and the municipalities 
bordering the lake. SLPID's main source of revenue is 
from a special tax assessment imposed on property owners 
in the vicinity of Saratoga Lake. SLPID is controlled by 
five Commissioners. There is a commissioner representing 
each of the four municipalities bordering Saratoga Lake 
and one "at large" commissioner that may be from any 
municipality bordering the lake. Commissioners are elect-
ed at the annual SLPID business meeting, held concur-
rently with the SLA Annual Meeting. Appointment of 
Commissioners is officially approved by the Saratoga 
County Board of Supervisors.  Visit their website at 
www.slpid.org.  



 

 

Christina Fitzgerald 
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The Wonders of Our Lake  

Maria Mahar 

Maria Mahar 

John Pamper 

Maria Mahar 



Happy Holidays to all!! 

And here is to clear roads!  

From the Malta Highway                

Department 
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 The holiday season is here and in full swing!!! We have 
room for your holiday parties and gatherings. Having a 
party at home? Let us cook for you!!! All menu items 
are available or we can do anything you like. Give us a 
call. 518-587-2000 
  

Gift Certificates Available!!! 
Stop in and grab one or give us a call and we will mail 

it to you. 
We will be open for New Years Eve Dinner 

Paradox Beer Diner January 30th 
Menu and Details Will follow 

Reservations Needed 
Sunday Brunch 

10:30 - 2:00 
Sunday Dinner 2:00 - 8:00 

Prime Rib Sunday's 
We are serving our award winning Shrimp and 

Lobster Chowder all weekend long!!! 

Stewart’s Holiday Match Returns 

     Stewart’s Shops launched its 32nd annual Holiday 
Match campaign on Thanksgiving.  The effort raises   
money for local children’s charities and runs through 
Christmas Day.  A total of $945,000 was raised in 2017, 
which doubled to more than $1.89 million once Stew-
art’s matched it.  Funds support 1,780 local children’s 
charities where the stores are located.  The campaign has 
raised nearly $26 million since 1986, according to   
Stewart’s. 
 

Christmas caroling will begin at 

11:30 

The National Museum of Racing and Hall 
of Fame will debut Foal Patrol Season 2 
online December 28 at 
www.foalpatrol.com and celebrate the new 
season with an Open House at the       
Museum from 10 a.m. to noon.   Look for 
more information in the  
next Shore Lines.  

http://www.foalpatrol.com


Hope Kittle visits with Santa at the Saratoga Casino        
employee's family holiday party. She is the granddaughter of 
long time lake residents Tina and John Pamper.  

Treat the Birds 
 
Thread a piece of string through unsalted popcorn and 
raw cranberries — drape the garland on trees to give 
“feather weights” the calorie boost they need in the winter. 

Who remembers Rodney 
Dangerfield? 

(whether you do or not, his humor will 
appeal to all) 

  
• With my old man I got no re-
spect. I asked him, "How  can I get 
my kite in the air?" He told me to run 
off a cliff. 
• A girl phoned me and said, 
'Come on over. There's nobody 

home.' I went over. Nobody was home! 
• My wife is such a bad cook, if we leave dental floss in 

the kitchen the roaches hang themselves. 
• I know I'm not sexy. When I put my underwear on I 

can hear the Fruit-of-the-Loom guys giggling. 
• My wife likes to talk to me during sex; last night she 

called me from a hotel. 
• I was such an ugly kid! When I played in the sandbox, 

the cat kept covering me up. 
• I could tell my parents hated me. My bath toys were a 

toaster and radio. 
• When I was born, the doctor came into the waiting 

room and said to my father, "I'm sorry. We did every-
thing we could, but he pulled through anyway." 

• I remember the time that I was kidnapped and they sent 
a piece of my finger to my father. He said he wanted 
more proof. 

• Once when I was lost, I saw a policeman, & asked him 
to help me find my parents. I said to him, "Do you 
think we'll ever find them?" He said, "I don't know kid. 
There's so many places they can hide." 

• I went to see my doctor. "Doctor, every morning when I 
get up and I look in the mirror I feel like throwing up. 
What's wrong with me?" He said: "Nothing, your eye-
sight is perfect." 

• I went to the doctor because I'd swallowed a bottle of 
sleeping pills. My doctor told me to have a few drinks 
and get some rest. 

• My uncle's dying wish was to have me sitting in his lap; 
he was in the electric chair. 
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Snowball 
by Shel Silverstein 

 
I made myself a snowball 
as perfect as could be. 
I thought I’d keep it as a pet,  
and let it sleep with me. 
 
I made it some pajamas, 
and a pillow for its head. 
Then last night it ran away,  
but first, it wet the bed! 

Stillwater Public Library 
 
WEEKLY PROGRAMS: 
 
• Teen Fizz Ed (6th grade and up) Mondays at 3:00pm 
• Pre-K Hour (3-5 year olds) Tuesdays at 11:00am – N is 

for night, O is for octopus, P for penguins, and Q for 
quilts!  A fun program with learning in mind… 

• High School Homework Help (6th grade and up) Tues-
days and Thursdays from 3:00pm-4:45pm 

• Evening Story Time (elementary students) Thursdays at 
6:30pm 

• Toddler Time (walkers to pre-k) Fridays at 11:00am 
 
MONTHLY PROGRAMS: 
 
• Fridays, 1/4 and 1/18 at 5:00pm: Teen Game Night 
• Wednesday, 1/9 at 4:00pm: Teen Book Chat – Choose 

what you read, read what YOU choose.  Snacks too of 
course J 

• Saturday, 1/19 at 11:00am: LITTLE ROCKS, BIG 
VIBES - Paint rocks with empowering, witty, fun mes-
sages and relocate them while traveling from place to 
place.    

• Wednesday, 1/23 at 4:00pm: Teen Craft ~ SOCK 
SNOWMEN ~ Let us know if you can make – we have 
everything! 

 
OUR BOOK CLUBS: 
 
• Afternoon Book Talk on Monday, 1/7 at 1:00pm: No 

required title, read what you like! 
• Cookbook Book Club on Wednesday, 1/2 at 7:00pm: 

Ree Drummond’s Pioneer Woman: Come and Get It! 
~ try the recipes, bring a dish to share, tell us what you 
thought.  Best recipe vote wins the trophy! 

• Non-Fiction Discussion on Monday, 1/14 at 7:00pm: 
Furiously Happy by Jenny Lawson 

• Fiction Book Club on Tuesday, 1/15 at 7:00pm: Gilead 
by Marilyn Robinson 

 
 

 If the light's on, we're home... 

Monday through Friday 10am-8pm 
Saturday 10am-3pm 
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Town of Saratoga 
Thomas N. Wood, III  Supervisor 

 
     Greetings and Happy Holiday wishes to everyone!  At 
this time of year we are wrapping up the final details of 
2018 and laying the plans for the start of 2019.  We look 
forward  to 2019 with great optimism.  We know there will 
be many challenges but with hard work we are confident 
that we will be successful.  
     At the recent Town Board Meeting on December 10th 
the resignation of assessor Michael McGuire was accepted 
and Lorraine Fiorino was appointed as the new assessor.  
Initially Lorraine will be in the office Tuesdays 3:00 to 
8:00 pm and Thursday  9:00 am to 12:00 noon. 
     A new MVP health Insurance policy was approved for 
retirees. 
     The Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan was 
adopted and has been sent to the state Department of Agri-
culture and Markets. 
     The Empire State Trail grant was amended and was 
increased so that the town will now receive $205,000. up 
from the original $140,000. due to modifications in the 
trail design.  



     Veggies! 
Ingredients 
 
1 tbsp olive oil 
1 medium yellow onion 
1 tsp minced garlic 
1 each of a medium zucchini, medium yellow squash, medi-
um potato, medium tomato 
1 tsp dried thyme 
Salt and pepper 
1 c shredded Italian cheese 
 
Directions 
 
• Preheat oven to 400.  Finely dice onion and mince gar-

lic.  Saute both in a skillet with olive oil until softened 
(5 minutes).  While sautéing, thinly slice the rest of the 
veggies. 

• Spray the inside of an 8 x 8 square or round baking 
dish with non-stick spray.  Spread the onion garlic mix-
ture on the bottom of the dish.  Place the thinly sliced 
veggies in the baking dish, vertically, in an alternating 
pattern.  Generously sprinkle salt, pepper and thyme. 

• Cover the dish with foil and bake for 30 minutes.  
Then, remove the foil, top with cheese and bake for 
another 15-20 minutes, until cheese is golden brown. 
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In the Kitchen with Donna Bove Town of Malta What's Happening 
  
Check out the Parks & Recreation brochure online at 
www.maltaparksrec.com - lots of great classes and things 
to do for all ages to get through these cold days till the 
nice weather is back!  Dance and exercise classes, art clas-
ses, jewelry making class, cooking classes, Defensive Driv-
ing, and much more.  We also offer the Malta gymnasium 
for drop-in Pickle Ball and Basketball and Walking 
Time.  Check the brochure online or call 518-899-4411 
for schedule. 
  
JANUARY 16 6:00-7:30PM Malta Community Center 
Our Malta Citizens Emergency Preparedness Team 
(CERT) will be holding a Citizens Preparedness Corp 
program led by the NYS Division of Homeland Security 

and Emergency Services.  It teaches 
the basic principles of emergency 
preparedness, response and recov-
ery in the event of a disaster.  This 
course will also assist families in 
developing a Family Emergency 
Plan, building a "GO-Bag" and give 
information on Active Shooter sce-
narios.  This is a free training event 

instructed by members of the NY Army National 
Guard.  Pre-registration is required. Please call the Malta 
Community Center at     518-899-4411 to    register. 
  
Our Town Board meetings will continue to be held the 
first and fourth Monday of the month for 2019 at 
6:00pm here at the Malta Town Hall, subject to change if 
there is a holiday conflict.  We would love to see and hear 
from you at these meetings.  Agendas are on our website 
prior to a meeting.  Community input is important to 
us.  Did you know there is a “NOTIFY ME” feature on 
our website where you can sign up to receive information 
right to your personal email, such as Town Board, Plan-
ning Board, Zoning Board agendas, Emergency notices, 
and much more.  You can choose as many of these alerts 
as you want to receive. 
  
The Malta Town Supervisor, Town Board and Staff wish 
you all Happy Holidays & A Happy & Healthy New Year! 
  
(submitted by Roseanne Clavin) 
  
 

http://www.maltaparksrec.com


 

Page 8    Shore Lines  December 21, 2018 

Test your Language Skills 

     How many languages can you get right?  Below are the 
translations for “happy holidays.”  How many can you 
match up? 
 

1. Yiddish 
2. Welsh 
3. Ukrainian 
4. Swedish 
5. Spanish 
6. Russian 
7. Portuguese 
8. Polish 
9. Norwegian 
10. Italian 
11. Irish 
12. Greek 
13. German 
14. French 
15. Dutch 

A. Buone vacanze 
B. Felices vacaciones 
C. Gledelig helg 
D. Schastlivykh prazdnikov 
E. Happy Holidays 
F. Fijne vakantie 
G. Schone ferine 
H. Kales diakopes 
I. Laethanta saoire sona 
J. Szczesliwe swieta 
K. Boas festas 
L. Schastlivykh prazdnikov 
M. Gwyliau hapus 
N. Shchaslvykh svyat 
O. Joyeuses fetes 

1. E  2.  M  3.  N  4.  C  5.  B  6.  L  7.  K  8.  J  9.   C  
10.  A  11.  I  12.  H  13.  G  14.  O  15.  F 

This holiday, let’s say thanks to the          
people who taught us to always dig               

a little deeper…….. 
 
• To your mom who gave you a sense of style 
• Your coworker who always brought out your best 
• Your dad who helped you build your first lemonade 

stand and then helped you sell it to the boy down the 
street 

• Your grandma who helped you understand where you 
came from 

• Your favorite coach who believed in you more than 
you believed in  yourself 

• And all our loved ones who provide you with the in-
spiration to take charge of your future 

• Don’t forget to thank the people who helped make 
you what you are today 

Holiday personality insight. . . 
 
What is your favorite holiday movie? 
 
It’s a Wonderful Life? 
A Christmas Carol? 
A Christmas Story? 
Miracle on 34th Street? 
A Charlie Brown Christmas? 
 
It’s a Wonderful life:  You’re leaving a legacy of kindness. 
A Christmas Carol:  You’re an undaunted idealist. 
A Christmas Story:  You’re a sentimental sage. 
Miracle on 34th Street:  You’re a nurturing romantic. 
A Charlie Brown Christmas:  You’re a creative dream-maker. 

What fills you with Christmas joy? 
 
If you love caroling:  You're a people person! 
 
If you love trimming the tree:   You're an artistic leader! 
 
If you love displaying the nativity scene:  You're a sage 
storyteller! 
 
If you love baking cookies:  You're a free spirit! 
 
If you love exchanging presents:  You're a conscientious 
giver! 



Not all Thieves Are Stupid 
IMPORTANT READ  

  
LONG - TERM PARKING  
     Some people left their car in the long-term parking at San Jose while away, and someone broke into the car. Using the 
information on the car's registration in the glove compartment, they drove the car to the people's home in Pebble Beach 
and robbed it.  So, I guess if we are going to leave the car in long-term parking, we should NOT leave the registration/
insurance cards in it, nor your remote garage door opener. This gives us something to think about with all our new elec-
tronic technology.  
  
GPS 
     Someone had their car broken into while they were at a football game. Their car was parked on the green which was 
adjacent to the football stadium and specially allotted to football fans. Things stolen from the car included a garage door 
remote control, some money and a GPS which had been prominently mounted on the dashboard. When the victims got 
home, they found that their house had been ransacked and just about everything worth anything had been stolen. The 
thieves had used the GPS to guide them to the house.  They then used the garage remote control to open the garage door 
and gain entry to the house. The thieves knew the owners were at the football game, they knew what time the game was 
scheduled to finish and so they knew how much time they had to clean out the house. It would appear that they had 
brought a truck to empty the house of its contents. Something to consider if you have a GPS - don't put your home ad-
dress in it.  Put a nearby address (like a store or gas station) so you can still find your way home if you need to, but no 
one else would know where you live if your GPS were stolen.  
   
CELL PHONES:  
     I never thought of this! This lady has now changed her habit of how she lists her names on her cell phone after her 
handbag was stolen. Her handbag, which contained her cell phone, credit card, wallet, etc., was stolen. Twenty minutes 
later when she called her hubby, from a pay phone telling him what had happened, hubby says, "I received your text ask-
ing about our Pin number and I've replied a little while ago." When they rushed down to the bank, the bank staff told 
them all the money was already withdrawn. The thief had actually used the stolen cell phone to text" hubby" in the con-
tact list and got hold of the pin number. Within 20 minutes he had withdrawn all the money from their bank account.  
   
MORAL LESSON 
a. Do not disclose the relationship between you and the people in your contact list. Avoid using names like Home, Hon-
ey, Hubby, Sweetheart, Dad, Mom, etc. 
b. And very importantly, when sensitive info is being asked through texts, CONFIRM by calling back. 
c. Also, when you're being texted by friends or family to meet them somewhere, be sure to call back to confirm that the 
message came from them. If you don't reach them, be very careful about going places to meet "family and friends" who 
text you.  
  
PURSE IN THE GROCERY CART SCAM 
     A lady went grocery-shopping at a local mall and left her purse sitting in the children's seat of the cart while 
she reached something off a shelf/ Wait till you read the WHOLE story! Her wallet was stolen, and she reported it to the 
store personnel. After returning home, she received a phone call from the Mall Security 
to say that they had her wallet and that although there was no money in it, it did still hold her personal papers. She imme-
diately went to pick up her wallet, only to be told by Mall Security that they had not called her. By the time she re-
turned home again, her house had been broken into and burglarized. The thieves knew that by calling and saying 
they were Mall Security, they could lure her out of her house long enough for them to burglarize it.  
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A Timely Reminder from the Department of 
Transportation  

(reprised from past Shore Lines) 
 
• Please don’t place/store boat docks too close to the 

highway.   They may interfere with snow plowing ef-
forts or they can become an object that an errant vehi-
cle may strike. 

• Please don’t rake leaves into the roadside ditches and 
gutters.   DOT does not pick these up and they prevent 
proper drainage of the roadside. 

• During a snow storm or a predicted snow storm, please 
do not place garbage cans onto the shoulder area until 
the last possible moment prior to the arrival of the Col-
lector.   We realize that this difficult to do, but the 
snow plow operators cannot always avoid striking these 
on a narrow highways, such as Route 9P. 

• Make repairs to your mailbox prior to winter.   Locate 
it so that it is behind the back edge of the shoulder.   

• Please don’t plow/push/snow plow/shovel snow onto 
the Highway.   This is against the Law.  It may cause an 
accident and you may be liable. 
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Christmas Travel Safety 
 

 The Holidays are nearly here 
and you know what that means.  The 
kickoff to the holiday travel season is 
about to begin.  Nearly 63.9 million 
Americans will travel 50 miles or more 
from home during the Christmas holi-
days.  And more than 82% of all holiday 

travelers intend to travel by car.  Here are some road safety 
tips for the Christmas and New Year holidays. 
 
 Make sure your car is well equipped for travel.  
Check the tires, battery, antifreeze and brakes.  Check that 
your spare tire is properly inflated and that your cell phone 
is fully charged. 
 
 Keep a safety kit in your vehicle.  The kit should 
include a flashlight with extra batteries, jumper cables, first 
aid kit, water, blankets, flares and non-perishable food items.  
You should also include an ice scraper, small shovel and 
some kitty litter in case you get stuck in the snow. 
 
 Even if the weather and roads look okay in your 
neighborhood, that may not be the case 100 miles away.  
Check the Weather Channel to find out the weather condi-
tions of the roads and interstates you will be traveling on. 
 
 Avoid driving during late night hours, especially on 
the weekends, where there is an increased incidence of 
drunk driving.  Make sure to wear your seat belt.  Each year, 
according to the National Highway Transportation Safety 
Administration, seat belts save an estimated 15,000 lives.  
And allow extra time in your schedule.  This is one of the 
busiest times to travel and patience 
and flexibility is needed. 
 
Kevin Connors is a Certified Insurance 
Counselor and licensed Property/
Casualty and Life Insurance Agent with 
The Connors Insurance Agency in 
Mechanicville, NY.  Mr. Connors can 
be reached at (518)664-7307 or      
KConnors@Connorsgroup.com 

Check in on neighbors 
 
    Do you have a senior citizen or a 
single occupant living near you?  
Please check to see if papers or mail 
are piling up and whether you’ve seen 
them lately.  A woman north of here 
had a stroke and was alone in her 
house for two days before she was 
discovered and taken to the hospital, 
where she died.  (Saratogian, 2014) 

Be Vigilant 
 
It’s unfortunate that the holiday sea-
son, along with fun, visiting friends, 
and traveling, also lends itself to 
break-ins and robberies.  Prepare 
your home as best you can against 
this and help your neighbors by 

keeping on eye on your neighborhood.  If you see any-
thing suspicious, call the Sheriff’s Office. 



      It was Christmas Eve and although it was still afternoon, 
lights had begun to appear in the shops and houses of the little 
Russian village, for the short winter day was nearly over. Excited 
children scurried indoors and now only muffled sounds of chatter 
and laughter escaped from closed shutters. 
        Old Papa Panov, the village shoemaker, stepped outside his 
shop to take one last look around. The sounds of happiness, the 
bright lights and the faint but delicious smells of Christmas cook-
ing reminded him of past Christmas times when his wife had still 
been alive and his own children little. Now they had gone. His 
usually cheerful face, with the little laughter wrinkles behind the 
round steel spectacles, looked sad now. But he went back indoors 
with a firm step, put up the shutters and set a pot of coffee to heat on the charcoal stove. Then, with a sigh, he 
settled in his big armchair. 
 Papa Panov did not often read, but tonight he pulled down the big old family Bible and, slowly tracing 
the lines with one forefinger, he read again the Christmas story. He read how Mary and Joseph, tired by their 
journey to Bethlehem, found no room for them at the inn, so that Mary's little baby was born in the cowshed. 
"Oh, dear, oh, dear!" exclaimed Papa Panov, "if only they had come here! I would have given them my bed and I 
could have covered the baby with my patchwork quilt to keep him warm." 
 He read on about the wise men who had come to see the baby Jesus, bringing him splendid gifts. Papa 
Panov's face fell. "I have no gift that I could give him," he thought sadly. 
 Then his face brightened. He put down the Bible, got up and stretched his long arms to the shelf high 
up in his little room. He took down a small, dusty box and opened it. Inside was a perfect pair of tiny leather 
shoes. Papa Panov smiled with satisfaction. Yes, they were as good as he had remembered -- the best shoes he 
had ever made. "I should give him those," he decided, as he gently put them away and sat down again. 
He was feeling tired now, and the further he read the sleepier he became. The print began to dance before his 
eyes so that he closed them, just for a minute. In no time at all Papa Panov was fast asleep. 
 And as he slept he dreamed. He dreamed that someone was in his room and he knew at once, as one 
does in dreams, who the person was. It was Jesus. 
 "You have been wishing that you could see me, Papa Panov." he said kindly, "then look for me tomor-
row. It will be Christmas Day and I will visit you. But look carefully, for I shall not tell you who I am." 
 

Papa Panov's Special Christmas 

by Leo Tolstoy 

This wonderful Christmas story is great to read with children. It was translated into English by Leo Tolstoy. The original story was 
written in French by Ruben Saillens and demonstrates the virtues of kindness and compassion. It is based on a verse from the Bible, 
Matthew 25:35:  
        "For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.." 
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Papa Panov, continued 
 
 When at last Papa Panov awoke, the bells were ringing out and a thin light was filtering through the 
shutters. "Bless my soul!" said Papa Panov. "It's Christmas Day!" 
 He stood up and stretched himself for he was rather stiff. Then his face filled with happiness as he re-
membered his dream. This would be a very special Christmas after all, for Jesus was coming to visit him. How 
would he look? Would he be a little baby, as at that first Christmas? Would he be a grown man, a carpenter -- 
or the great King that he is, God's Son? He must watch carefully the whole day through so that he recognized 
him however he came. 
 Papa Panov put on a special pot of coffee for his Christmas breakfast, 
took down the shutters and looked out of the window. The street was deserted, 
no one was stirring yet. No one except the road sweeper. He looked as miserable 
and dirty as ever, and well he might! Whoever wanted to work on Christmas Day 
-- and in the raw cold and bitter freezing mist of such a morning? 
 Papa Panov opened the shop door, letting in a thin stream of cold air. 
"Come in!" he shouted across the street cheerily. "Come in and have some hot 
coffee to keep out the cold!" 
 The sweeper looked up, scarcely able to believe his ears. He was only too 
glad to put down his broom and come into the warm room. His old clothes 
steamed gently in the heat of the stove and he clasped both red hands round the 
comforting warm mug as he drank. 
 Papa Panov watched him with satisfaction, but every now and them his 
eyes strayed to the window. It would never do to miss his special visitor. 
 "Expecting someone?" the sweeper asked at last. So Papa Panov told him about his dream. 
 "Well, I hope he comes," the sweeper said, "you've given me a bit of Christmas cheer I never expected to 
have. I'd say you deserve to have your dream come true." And he actually smiled. 
 When he had gone, Papa Panov put on cabbage soup for his dinner, then went to the door again, scan-
ning the street. He saw no one. But he was mistaken. Someone was coming. 

 The girl walked so slowly and quietly, hugging the walls of shops and hous-
es, that it was a while before he noticed her. She looked very tired and she was car-
rying something. As she drew nearer he could see that it was a baby, wrapped in a 
thin shawl. There was such sadness in her face and in the pinched little face of the 
baby, that Papa Panov's heart went out to them. 
 "Won't you come in," he called, stepping outside to meet them. "You both 
need a warm seat by the fire and a rest." 
    The young mother let him shepherd her indoors and to the comfort of the 
armchair. She gave a big sigh of relief. 
"I'll warm some milk for the baby," Papa Panov said, "I've had children of my own -- 
I can feed her for you." He took the milk from the stove and carefully fed the baby 
from a spoon, warming her tiny feet by the stove at the same time. 

 "She needs shoes," the cobbler said. 
 But the girl replied, "I can't afford shoes, I've got no husband to bring home money. I'm on my way to 
the next village to get work." 

continued next page 
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Papa Panov, continued 
 
 A sudden thought flashed through Papa Panov's mind. He remembered the little shoes he had looked 
at last night. But he had been keeping those for Jesus. He looked again at the cold little feet and made up his 
mind. 
"Try these on her," he said, handing the baby and the shoes to the mother. The beautiful little shoes were a per-

fect fit. The girl smiled happily and the baby gurgled with pleasure. 
"You have been so kind to us," the girl said, when she got up with her baby to go. 
"May all your Christmas wishes come true!" 
 But Papa Panov was beginning to wonder if his very special Christmas 
wish would come true. Perhaps he had missed his visitor? He looked anxiously 
up and down the street. There were plenty of people about but they were all fac-
es that he recognized. There were neighbors going to call on their families. They 
nodded and smiled and wished him Happy Christmas! Or beggars -- and Papa 
Panov hurried indoors to fetch them hot soup and a generous hunk of bread, 

hurrying out again in case he missed the Important Stranger. 
 All too soon the winter dusk fell. When Papa Panov next went to the door and strained his eyes, he 
could no longer make out the passers-by. Most were home and indoors by now anyway. He walked slowly back 
into his room at last, put up the shutters, and sat down wearily in his armchair. 
 So it had been just a dream after all. Jesus had not come. 
 Then all at once he knew that he was no longer alone in the room. 
This was not dream for he was wide awake. At first he seemed to see before his eyes the long stream of people 
who had come to him that day. He saw again the old road sweeper, the young mother and her baby and the 
beggars he had fed. As they passed, each whispered, "Didn't you see me, Papa Panov?" 
"Who are you?" he called out, bewildered. 
 Then another voice answered him. It was the voice from his dream -- the voice of Jesus. 
 "I was hungry and you fed me," he said. "I was naked and you clothed me. I was cold and you warmed 
me. I came to you today in everyone of those you helped and welcomed." 
Then all was quiet and still. Only the sound of the big clock ticking. A great peace and happiness seemed to fill 
the room, overflowing Papa Panov's heart until he wanted to burst out singing and laughing and dancing with 
joy. 
 "So he did come after all!" was all that he said. 
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The End 



Saratoga County adopts $317.1M budget for 2019 https://
www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/saratoga-county-
adopts-m-budget-for/article_24874a70-fe5b-11e8-a5ac-
df0c4e62e198.html 

Saratoga County Prosperity Partnership releases its inaugu-
ral Real Estate Index https://www.saratogian.com/news/
local-news/saratoga-county-prosperity-partnership-releases-
its-inaugural-real-estate-index/article_14bc99ac-ff09-11e8-
b66a-5b7787eea3c6.html 

https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-winter-winter-
solstice 

Winter officially begins with the Winter Solstice on Fri-
day, December 21, 2018. This is the astronomical first day 
of winter in the Northern Hemisphere. Enjoy our winter 
solstice facts, folklore, FAQs, and more! 

Enjoy facts and folklore about Solstice at: 
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In the News 

New Year’s Resolutions 
A few items to consider as the near year begins 

 
• Learn something new every day 
• Pick up a new hobby 
• Play more 
• Eat fewer calories 
• Move more 
• Read more books 
• Be more grateful 
• Stop procrastinating 
• Spend more time in nature 
• Enjoy the little things 
• Become more confident 
• Become more conscientious 
• Increase your IQ 
• Learn a new skill 
• Be kinder to yourself 
• Strengthen your personal relationships 
• Travel 
• volunteer 

Code Blue Saratoga meets homelessness with com-
passion and action https://www.saratogian.com/
news/local-news/code-blue-saratoga-meets-
homelessness-with-compassion-and-action/

SPAC awarded $1,695,000 by Regional Economic 
Development Council Intitiative https://
www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/spac-awarded-
by-regional-economic-development-council-
intitiative/article_53560848-0395-11e9-91ca-
6b9e18e063d4.html 

Linda Couse 
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Wishing you all the best for the Holidays 
 By Tom Rinaldi, Commissioner                              

Stillwater Fire District/Arvin Hart Vol. Fire Company 
 
 The members of the Arvin Hart Volunteer Fire 
Company want to wish each one of our followers a joyous 
and safe holiday season and a very Merry Christmas.  To 
help you have a safe holiday season we are offering the fol-

lowing tips. 
 When purchas-
ing an artificial tree, take 
the time to look for one 
labeled “fire resistant.”  
Remember these trees are 
manufactured from plas-
tic or oil based materials 
and if not treated can 
burn rapidly.  Although 
this label does not mean 
the tree won’t catch fire, 

it does indicate that the tree will resist burning rapidly and 
should extinguish quickly. 
 When selecting a live tree the needles should be 
green and hard to pull off the branches.  If freshly cut the 
needles should bend rather than break.  Trees that have 
been around a long time can be identified by bouncing the 
tree on the ground; if the needles fall off the tree has been 
cut too long.  Don’t place and decorations near a heat source 
which will cause it to dry out.  Once dried out decorations 
are potential torches and can burn explosively.  Try not to 
put a live tree up too early or leave it up too long and keep it 
watered at all times.  One in every four Christmas tree fire is 
caused by placing the tree too close to a heat source. 
 When a live tree becomes dry dispose of it properly 
and don’t attempt to burn it in a fireplace or wood stove.  
The best way to dispose of your tree is to take it to a recy-
cling center or have it hauled away by a community pick up 
service. 
 Follow the manufacturer’s instruction on how to use 
tree lights. Any string lights with worn, frayed or broken 
cords or loose bulb connections should not be used. Never 
use electric lights on a metal tree. Unplug all Christmas 
lights before leaving home or going to sleep. • Never use lit 
candles to decorate a tree and never leave burning candles  
 

continued 
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unattended.  If you use candles to decorate a room, make 
sure they are in stable holders and placed them where 
they cannot be easily knocked over.  Never put wrapping 
paper in a fireplace, it can throw off dangerous sparks 
and produce intense flames that can cause a chimney fire 
and never decorate the walls or ceilings with wrapping 
paper if it catches on fire it burns with great ferocity and 
may block your exit. 
 Keep your family and guests safe with a working 
smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors.  Have a 
working smoke detector on every level of your home, test 
them monthly and replace the batteries at least twice a 
year.  Although it may seem strange or awkward, take the 
time to instruct overnight guests on your fire escape plan 
and the designated meeting place for your family. 
 We have seen many examples of tragic fires in 
the area lately, don’t become another statistic.  To date 
82 New York State friends, family and neighbors have 
perished in 1&2 family dwellings without sprinkler 
heads.  Let’s not meet by accident, be safe, and be happy 
for the holidays. 



Saratoga PLAN 

Conservation Heroes Honored 

On December 1 Saratoga PLAN presented awards to seven 
Conservation Heroes during a ceremony at Featherbed 
Lane Farm, in the Town of Charlton, before an audience of 
enthusiastic supporters of land protection. Conservation 
Hero awards are given to very special people or entities that 
have contributed in an extraordinary way to the conserva-
tion of Saratoga County’s landscape. Conservation Heroes 
are recognized for their volunteer service for their commu-
nities and/or for conserving important farmland, wildlife 
habitat, water resources, or outdoor spaces such as parks 
and trails for public access.  

      
 
 
A long-
time 
sup-
porter 
of   

Saratoga PLAN has created some beautiful pottery that you 
can purchase, with the added bonus of knowing that a por-
tion of each sale will support your favorite organization. 
      
 

continued 

Pottery Supports PLAN 
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COMMUNITY                 

ENGAGEMENT MANAGER 

POSITION DESCRIPTION 

POSITION SUMMARY 
 
The community engagement manager provides strategic 
leadership for developing, overseeing and executing a 
comprehensive program to connect and engage members 
of the community to conservation in Saratoga County, 
New York.  The community engagement manager is re-
sponsible for initiating and implementing communica-
tions, marketing, events, and public relations for Sarato-
ga PLAN. 
 
The community engagement manager serves as the point 
person to plan and develop strategies and plans for the 
community engagement program designed to attract tar-
get markets. The community engagement manager over-
sees PLAN’s brand and message, and tells PLAN’s story 
in a variety of venues and through a variety of media, to 
educate, inspire, cultivate and move supporters to action.  
 
The community engagement manager builds, coordi-
nates, and motivates a collaborative team of staff, contrac-
tors, interns, partners, and volunteers; and supervises a 
program associate who is responsible for managing con-
stituent data, coordinating events, and providing produc-
tion support for communications projects.  The position 
reports to the executive director and meets or exceeds 
specific goals, or metrics, for social media followers, num-
ber of donors, event participants, and volunteers.  
 
There is much more on this position on PLAN’s website 
at www.saratogaplan.org. 

     The pottery is available at Old Saratoga Mercan-
tile,  specializing in goods from more than 100 local 
farmers, growers, suppliers, artists and others dedicated 
to their craft. 
     Proceeds from the purchase of this beautiful pottery 
will help support Saratoga PLAN's work preserving land 
and nature in Saratoga County.  
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