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Giving Thanks
Note from the President
When I first came onto the SLA Board of Directors, I
proposed a project to evaluate the fish population of Saratoga Lake. My experience was (and is) that fishing in Saratoga Lake is not nearly as good as it was 10 or 20 years ago.
I am in a fishing club at the company where I used to work,
and I know that most members of that club also felt that
fishing in Saratoga Lake had declined. Those are just opinionated observations; so, I planned to organize data from
summer-long and winter-long fishing contests held by various fishing clubs, and other sources of data.
Before I got a good start on my own research I spoke
with ENCON who told me that they had recently taken
data on fish populations in Saratoga Lake – actually two
sets of data. So, I spoke with the folks in NY Fisheries and
quickly realized that they had superior expertise and bettercontrolled data than I. So, I have continued to be in conversation with them and dropped my own individual research. It is taking some time to get the report through the
review process and issued; so, I’ll share here some preliminary information.
continued page 2

Thank you for your submissions to Shore Lines so we
can share your news, information, ideas, look-backs,
fish and travel tales, concerns, observations and photos with
the lake community.
The deadline for our next edition is by noon on
December 14. Submissions to Julie at sinnidi@aol.com.

Like to Treasure Hunt?
The Events Committee is considering organizing a
Junque in the Trunk Sale in the spring of 2018. Do
you have things you’d like to sell? Do you like bargains? A
trunk sale is like a community garage sale where you load
up your cars or trucks with saleable items, drive to a determined location, park your vehicle, and begin selling your
“junk” out of your trunk. It’s a great way to sell items
without having to organize a sale at your own home.
We are writing now to determine if there is interest for
such an event. As with every plan, if the interest is not
there, the Committee will not go ahead with the plan, so,
we are asking that you email Sharon Urban at
urbans@nycap.rr.com your interest. We would also welcome suggestions from our members if you have ideas to
share in making this a fun community event.
Once again, your responses will determine whether or
not we hold this event. Hope to hear from you!
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President, continued
NY Fisheries took two sets of fish population data in
2015 – by electro fishing and by gill-netting. Fisheries says
there are a good number of medium size and small bass in
the lake, but not as many big lunkers as there used to be.
(The decline of lunkers agrees with my experience of about
15 years ago; I remember catching Largemouth Bass (over
20 inches long) in the cove just north of Snake Hill, when
it was much weedier.) The sunfish population is reportedly
Okay. The Walleye population is significantly down, and
there are hardly any Northern Pike. (These other fish populations measurements also agree with my experience over
the past three years.)
As a possible corrective action for Walleye, Walleye
stocking is now done in Riley Cove rather than Kaydeross
Creek. Special regulations may have been implemented for
some species. Other causes and corrective actions are being considered. For example, blue-green algae blooms
might have killed many fish, and the significant lowering of
the lake during winter and into spring might be having a
deleterious effect on spawning for some species. When the
NY Fisheries report is issued, it will be provided to Shore
Lines.
Tom Bonds
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Stillwater Comprehensive Plan
The first public meeting conducted by The Chazen
Companies for the Stillwater Plan was held recently. It
was well attended by people from the 9P area. Should you
have any issues you would like considered and followed up
about, you may contact Paul Cummings, AICP, LEED
AAP (Senior Planner):
pcummings@chazencompanies.com
Phone: 518-824-1930 direct or cell 518-222-2289
Sharon Bush, planner
sbush@chazencompanies.com
Phone 518-824-1933
The town has significantly redesigned improved their
web site (which style has I phone quirks to correct), please
check the site for information as it becomes available.. Alhttp://stillwaterny.org/so it can go to https://
www.facebook.com/StillwaterNY/
This plan is required by the state and enables funding
for the town. The plan will take probably minimally year
to develop . The only committee meeting thus far was in
May 2017. Legally we should know when these meetings
are held and be able to attend but may not speak..
Various issues addressed may be commercial development
as well as others.

Welcome to New Member Business
Saratoga Outdoor Shower’s came to being due to my wife
wanting one for her 40th birthday. While building her this
custom made cedar enclosure it dawned on me that if this
brought her so much enjoyment, maybe others would want
to seek enjoyment in this as well.
Living on Saratoga Lake for the last 3 years, we have been
blessed to be able to enjoy this great lake with frequent lake
activities. When coming up from the lake it is nice to be
able to keep the wet bathing suits, towels and sand from
being tracked into the house. When we complete our weekend yardwork we are again able to not have to track in dirt,
yard clippings and even ticks. It even acts as an extra shower for when family and friends come to visit. Even the family
dog gets in on this enjoyment for her baths.
I am looking forward to working with you to customize your outdoor shower. I know you will find that my craftsmanship and attention to fine detail will bring your shower to life. My wife tells me that her shower is her “morning coffee
and her evening night cap.”
Rob McCoy
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Congratulations to Saratoga Lake Protection
and Improvement Commissioner
David Wallingford
Vietnam vet is a ‘Hero of the Year’
Albany native David Wallingford’s volunteer service
honored by Red Cross
By Wendy Liberatore
Albany Times Union
David Wallingford lives
his motto: Once a Marine,
always a Marine.
It’s evident in his style,
his high and tight hair
cropped monthly and his
sweatshirt printed with
both his company, Alpha,
and its service in Vietnam.
It’s also clear in his matterof-fact demeanor as he
speaks without flourish or emotion as he recalls his time in
the northern border of South Vietnam where he fought the
People’s Army of Vietnam.
“I always looked at the Marines as the best,” said Wallingford as he flipped through old photos of his time in Vietnam at his kitchen table in Malta. Looking at photos of
denuded trees destroyed by napalm and Agent Orange and
muddy leantos propped up with branches as sleeping quarters, Wallingford doesn’t flinch. “I also had a curiosity about
the war.”
Such a curiosity that he dropped out of Albany Medical
College and joined up.
“My parents couldn’t say anything,” he said. “I was 23.
There was nothing they could do.”
But when the 74-year-old Marine got a call that he was to
be honored as the Military Hero of the Year by the Northeast New York Chapter of the American Red Cross, a quiet
joy overtook Wallingford.
“I didn’t even eat,” said Wallingford of the breakfast that
honored him last week at the Hilton Garden Inn in Troy. “I
was on Cloud 9 that day.”
The Albany native was honored for his work with veterans in the region as a volunteer with the Disabled American
Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion
and Stratton VA Medical Center. He has also served as the
executive director of the Marine Corps Coordinating Council, helping Marines with financial needs and scholarships at
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area colleges. There is also a scholarship named for
Wallingford at SUNY Adirondack.
Wallingford, who now lives on Saratoga Lake and was
the recipient of several medals including the Purple Heart
and the Bronze Star, went through a lot to earn that breakfast. The retired captain was injured in Operation Purple
Martin in March 1969. It happened as he and his men
were caught in a firefight when they came face-to-face with
the People’s Army. They were hiding in bunkers dug into
an opposite hill. As Wallingford worked his way to the
front of the column, he was shot in his left arm. He was
bandaged with two field dressings and in shock, but he
kept on shooting at the enemy.
Then he was hit in the leg by shrapnel from a grenade
that lodged in his shin.
“It was an intense fire fight,” Wallingford said of the
time. “I didn’t think I would die. I was thinking how lucky
I was. It could have been a lot worse. My tricep muscle was
shot off, but the bullet missed bone and arteries.”
He was medevaced out to Da Nang and then sent to a
Naval hospital in Japan to recover. There he met his wife,
Helene, a Navy nurse. Five days later he proposed. They
have been married for 47 years. She was happily by his side
when he received his award last week.
“We have four wonderful children and eight grandchildren,” Walling-ford said.
After recovering, he returned to Vietnam and was reassigned to handle the howitzers.
When he finally came home, wearing his uniform, he
endured insults at the airport.
“It didn’t bother me. I just thought they needed to get a
life,” Wallingford said. “I never became an anti-war protester. I was always a believer in my country, right or wrong. I
agreed to defend my country. I was obligated to do that
and do something positive.”
Still, he never really talked about his service, even to his
wife. He went about his life, working in produce at
Menands Market and for Sysco Foods. Later in life, he
worked at the state as a deputy director of Division of Veterans’ Affairs.
It’s only recently that Wallingford opened up more
about Vietnam. Some of the discussion was prompted by
Ken Burns’ recent documentary “The Vietnam War.”
While Wallingford found the history interesting, he would
have preferred if Burns focused less on politics and more
on the men in battle.
Operation Purple Martin, a defining moment in his life,
was not mentioned.
continued next page
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Wallingford, continued

But he doesn’t need a documentary to remember his
time in Vietnam, a country he called beautiful. He suffers
from PTSD and takes medication to help him sleep. Still
he wakes up with a start often, back there in the triple canopy jungle. He also suffers from heart disease brought
about by his exposure to Agent Orange. While it has affected his health, the bonds he forged in war are strong.
“Except for a handful of friends from high school and college, all of my friends are Marines,” Wallingford said. “We
always tried to watch out for one another.”
As Veteran’s Day approaches, he plans on spending
time with his many Marine friends at two gatherings, a ball
on Friday in Albany and another on Saturday in Saratoga
Springs.
“I like to be among my own people,” he said.
All of us in the lake community who know David know that the
Red Cross made the best possible choice in who to honor. Congratulations David!!

In the News
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20171027/
malta-gets-100k-for-community-park
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20171101/
saratoga-county-unveils-319m-tentative-budget
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20171029/
new-law-allows-malta-to-set-speed-limits

http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20171103/
malta-man-red-cross-military-hero-of-the-year

https://www.saratoga.com/event/saratoga-springsvictorian-streetwalk-27129/

http://www.saratogian.com/lifestyle/20171115/toys-fortoga-campaign-kicks-off-for-fifth-year
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Kitchen Corner with Donna Bove
Honey Garlic Chicken Stir Fry

Ingredients
2 tbsp olive oil
Bundle asparagus, cut into pieces
8 oz mushrooms, sliced
1 medium yellow squash, sliced
1 medium zucchini, sliced
1 red bell pepper, cut into chucks
Salt and pepper
1 lb chicken, cubed
1/4 c soy sauce
1/4 c honey
1 tsp sesame oil
1/2 c chicken broth
3 cloves garlic minced
2 tsp corn starch
Pinch red pepper flakes
Directions
In a large skillet over medium high heat, add olive oil.
saute the asparagus, mushrooms, yellow squash, zucchini,
bell pepper and salt and pepper until tender. Remove from
pan and set aside on a plate.
Add chicken and cook until tender and no longer pink.
In a small bowl, whisk soy sauce, honey, sesame oil, chicken
broth, garlic and corn starch.
Add veggies back with chicken, pour sauce on top and
simmer until thickens.
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Adirondack Cruise & Charter News
During October, we ran our first floating
classroom for Stillwater Outdoor Club and it
was a huge success! The floating classroom is
modeled after the Lake George Association's
Floating Classroom. It was our goal to have
the same quality of education and opportunities for local children to learn about our lake
in a hands-on environment. We have worked
closely with the LGA, SLA and SLPID to
make this happen. Saratoga Floating Classroom tours will be available to local schools
beginning in Spring 2018. You may call
anytime to reserve the boat for your classroom. Maximum capacity is 24. We look
forward to seeing new students in the
spring!!!

Stewart’s Holiday Match Program
Local Artisans 9th Annual
Holiday Open House
Sunday, December 3, 11 am to 4 pm
Suzanne Balet Haight’s home
5090 Nelson Avenue Extension
Malta, NY 12020
Shop locally for the holidays. Come enjoy the work of 12
different artisans and bring a canned good to donate to
the food pantry to help others this season. Bring a friend
and enjoy wreaths, pottery, jewelry, soaps, scarves, handbags, handmade items, artwork, paintings and more.

Stewart’s Holiday Match (which starts at Thanksgiving) is a program that started 30 years ago to specifically
benefit organizations/programs for kids under the age
of 18 in the areas of social services, health, education,
recreations, and the arts. To date, with the help of our
customers, we have raised over $24 million for local
children’s charities. We collect donations in our shops
from Thanksgiving Day through Christmas Day**. We
match our customers’ donations dollar for dollar, with
no administrative fees. In 2016, together we raised a
record $1.85 million. Non-profit 501c3 organizations
are able to apply for funds starting Thanksgiving Day
through January 31st. Applications are reviewed and
allocations are made in March.

Quick Response Restoration’s 17th
Annual Santa’s Workshop
The 17th Annual Santa's Play Land is scheduled for Friday, December 8th and Saturday, December 9th from 5:30-9:00 pm.
There are two designated parking areas to shuttle from:
Sysco's
Corpus Christi Catholic Church
1 Leibich Lane
2001 U.S. Route 9
Clifton Park, NY 12065
Round Lake, NY 12151
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Town of Malta
Office of Parks and Recreation
The Winter Malta Parks & Recreation Community
Center Guide is now available. Registration is now open
and classes fill up quickly. Don't sit around during the
long winter months — why not take an exercise class, yoga,
pilates, swing dancing, line dancing, Zumba or a painting,
drawing or even a cooking class. How about a pinecone
wreath making class in time for the holidays! Check out
the brochure at www.maltaparksrec.com or call the Community Center at 518-899-4411 to register today!

A Fond Farewell
We all know Audrey Ball as the hard working, caring
Director of the Malta Community Center. The truth is that
Audrey is the Director of Parks, Recreation and Human
Services and she has done so many things 'behind the
scenes' for Malta throughout her career.
Audrey started as a volunteer in the early 90's becoming
integral in the development of Malta Community Park.
She became an employee of the Town in 1994, and worked
tirelessly in the development of Shenanataha Creek Park,
The Malta Community Center, Malta Ecological Park,
Round Lake Preserve, The Malta Community Center Expansion, and the Luther Forest Athletic Fields & Trails.
She has served on numerous committees and spearheaded
projects with the Malta Veteran's and Open Space Committee, among others. These are just some of the endeavors
Audrey has been involved in throughout her amazing career! She will be retiring at the end of December and we
will certainly miss her! We wish her all the best.
If you are interested in attending Audrey's retirement
farewell party - please call Roseanne at 518-899-3434 to
RSVP. It’s on December 15 - 5PM - Panza's Restaurant $40.00 dinner/gift (cash bar).
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Town of Saratoga
Thomas N. Wood, III Supervisor
Warm Greetings to Everyone!
The holidays of November remind us to be
thankful for and appreciative of the good fortune and
many blessings that each of us in our town has received over this past year.
The November meeting of the Town Board
was conducted on Thursday, November 9th at 7:00
p.m. A public hearing on the 2018 budget was conducted and the budget adopted. The budget is lean
and responsible. Our budget goal was to have no tax
increase and maintain the level of services to residents. To accomplish this there will be a 2% pay
increase for town employees during 2018.
Cuts were made in many departments. There
were a few areas of increase to cover higher expenses
in areas such as machinery contractual. Using additional revenues and available fund balance the town
tax rate will remain the same at $1.13. per 1000 assessed value. If your home is assessed at $200,000.
your town taxes will be approximately $226.
Also at the November town board meeting
Local law #7 was adopted that amended the hours of
operation of Junk Yards within the town and local
law #8 was passed which extended the Cold War Veterans tax exemption.
Town assessor Victoria Hayner has resigned
to take another position. The town is accepting applications to fill her position. Anyone interested should
contact the town clerk's office to get an application
and learn more details about the job. The highway
department was approved to purchase a new wood
chipper and Chris Miller was re-appointed to a five
year term as member of the Board of Assessment review.

Holiday Tree
If you are interested in helping out local families during
the holiday, our annual Malta Community Center Christmas Giving Tree is located in the lobby and decorated with
ornaments detailing an item needed for those in
need. Take an ornament and return the item listed to the
Community Center. What a great way to express the true
meaning of the holidays.
(submitted by Roseanne Clavin)

Get a break from cooking!
Many restaurants are now offering take-out specials one night a week which are real bargains.
Longfellow’s Restaurant began such a practice on
November 1st and offer full dinners at a great price
every Wednesday.
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Eileen and Tom Seery shared two photos from a recent European River Cruise. They covered five countries on the Rhein
and Mosel Rivers.

It has been a strange weather season on the
lake this year, but here we are in November
and enjoying a beautiful rainbow. Photo taken
from the south shore by Art Salvatore.
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Thanksgiving Trivia
The First Thanksgiving was only eaten with Spoons and Knives
Forks are something that most people take for granted but imagine eating your turkey with a spoon instead of a fork this
year. The reason for the fork being absent was because it was not brought by the pilgrims in 1620. It was introduced ten
years later by Governor Winthrop of Massachusetts but it was not brought into popular use until
the 18th century.
It is a Presidential Tradition to pardon one turkey each year
President Truman started this tradition in 1947. He handpicked a turkey and then sent it off to
live the rest of its days at Frying Pan Park in Herndon, Virginia. It has become tradition that two
turkeys be pardoned (in case the first turkey become unavailable). The people of the United
States actually get to vote on the name of the turkey.
Benjamin Franklin wanted the Turkey to be the national bird of the United States
Luckily for those of us who prefer the Eagle, Thomas Jefferson was opposed to this idea and fought
Benjamin Franklin on it. It has been rumored that Benjamin Franklin named the male Turkey “Tom”
in retaliation. Franklin’s reasoning was that the turkey has a much greater significance to the American
people (being the main food source for the Pilgrims) and he claimed that the Eagle had “bad moral
character.”
The best way to check if a Cranberry is ripe is to bounce it
If you want to know if a cranberry is ripe then all you need to do it throw it at the ground and measure how high it
bounces. As long as it bounces higher than four inches it is ready to be picked. Who knew that is what it takes to make
the perfect cranberry sauce for your Thanksgiving. The cranberry is actually one of only three fruits that are native to
North America and it is served at 94% of Thanksgiving dinners.
Thanksgiving has not always been the fourth Thursday of November
It was Abraham Lincoln that slated Thanksgiving as the fourth Thanksgiving of November. In 1939 President Franklin
Roosevelt moved Thanksgiving up a week in the hope that it would move up the Christmas shopping season and be fruitful to retailers. The move was proven to be very unpopular and it was changed back two years later.
Thanksgiving brought about the creation of T.V. Dinners
Part of the reason that Swanson started creating T.V. Dinners in 1953 was because they needed to find something to do
with 260 tons of frozen turkeys that were left over from Thanksgiving. Talk about a lot of Turkey dinners!
Think you have it rough imagine feeding 140 people for 3 days!
The first thanksgiving was comprised of the surviving 50 Pilgrims and 90 Wampanoag Indians.
This was definitely an endeavor because there were only 5 surviving women. Just imagine the
amount of food that would involve and cooking trying to keep that many men well-fed for
three straight days.
Americans eat the weight of Singapore in Turkey every Thanksgiving
According to a study done by the National Turkey Association Americans ate 690 million
pounds of turkey during Thanksgiving 2007. That is equal to the weight of the entire population of Singapore. If that isn’t enough to make you feel stuffed then nothing will.
*taken from weirdworm.com and written by Stephanie Schoppert
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Halloween Hijinks

Takoda Porrazzo and Morgan Kaiser (both Route 9P
residents) enjoying Saratoga's Fall Fest on Saturday,
10/28

Caroline Daly (Kramer) and Mr. Pumpkin

L-R, Neal Kramer,
Bob McKenna, the fox in the
hen-house, Caroline Daly
(Kramer), Kathy McKenna and
Nadine Kramer.
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Saratoga PLAN
Spring Run Crossing Launched
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Remember Will Rogers?
Will Rogers, who died in a
1935 plane crash in Alaska with bush
pilot Wiley Post, was one of the greatest
political country/cowboy sages this
country has ever known. He was a genuine piece of Americana. Some of his
sayings are still familiar today.

1. Never slap a man who's chewing tobacco.
2. Never kick a cow chip on a hot day.
3. There are two theories to arguing with a woman. Neither works.
4. Never miss a good chance to shut up.
5. Always drink upstream from the herd.
The Spring Run Crossing boardwalk is now open! This
exciting addition to the Spring Run Trail in Saratoga
Springs was opened with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on
November 1, 2017, lead by John Witt, President of Witt
Construction, the company that built the crossing.
Many supporters of the trail and the crossing were in attendance, including Barbara Glaser who was instrumental
in getting the Spring Run Trail built and Todd Shimkus,
President of the Saratoga County Chamber of Commerce.
The new crossing connects Spring Run to Excelsior Park,
just north of where the trail passes under Eureka Drive.
Part way across the wetlands there is a larger viewing area,
for enjoying the scenic surroundings. The ruins of an old
spring house can be seen just east of the boardwalk. Learn
more about Spring Run on our website.

Yoga Along the Trail
Join yoga instructor Martina Zobel for an energizing and
meditative “yoga along the trail” experience at a Saratoga
PLAN preserve.
November 19
Coldbrook Preserve
3-4:30 pm
To register, contact: Dana at Saratoga PLAN
518-587-5554

6. If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.
7. The quickest way to double your money is to fold it and
put it back into your pocket.
8. There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn by
reading. The few who learn by observation. The rest of
them have to pee on the electric fence and find out for
themselves.
9. Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of
that comes from bad judgment.
10. If you're riding' ahead of the herd, take a look back
every now and then to make sure it's still there.
11. Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier'n puttin' it back.
12. After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so
good he started roaring. He kept it up until a hunter came
along and shot him.

The moral: When you're full of bull, keep
your mouth shut.
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English is a very difficult language. It is rampant with
homonyms (words that are spelled the same but have different pronunciation and meaning). This could be a fun
exercise to share with your children/grandchildren — a
bit of a leg up! Enjoy!

•

•

The bandage was wound around the wound.

•

•

The farm was used to produce produce.

•

•

The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.

•

We must polish the Polish furniture.

•

He could lead if he would get the lead out.

•

The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.

•

Since there is no time like the present, he thought it
was time to present the present.

Did you Know?
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

•

A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum

•

When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.

•

I did not object to the object.

•

The insurance was invalid for the invalid.

•

•

There was a row among the oarsmen about how to
row.

•

•

They were too close to the door to close it.

•

•

The buck does funny things when the does are present.

•

•

A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.

•

•

To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to
sow.

•

•

The wind was too strong to wind the sail

•

After a number of injections my jaw got number.

•

Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.

•

I had to subject the subject to a series of tests
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•
•

•

•
•

Gold is the only metal that doesn't rust, even if it's buried in the ground for thousands of years.
Zero is the only number that cannot be represented by
Roman numerals.
Kites were used in the American Civil War to deliver
letters and newspapers.
The song, Auld Lang Syne, is sung at the stroke of midnight in almost every English-speaking country in the
world to bring in the new year.
Drinking water after eating reduces the acid in your
mouth by 61 percent.
The roar that we hear when we place a seashell next to
our ear is not the ocean, but rather the sound of blood
surging through the veins in the ear.
Nine out of every 10 living things live in the ocean.
The University of Alaska spans four time zones.
The tooth is the only part of the human body that cannot heal itself.
Time Warner Communications paid $28 million for
the copyright to the song Happy Birthday.
Intelligent people have more zinc and copper in their
hair.
The military salute is a motion that evolved from medieval times, when knights in armor raised their visors to
reveal their identity.
If you get into the bottom of a well or a tall chimney
and look up, you can see stars, even in the middle of
the day.
In ancient times strangers shook hands to show that
they were unarmed.
The moon moves about two inches away from the
Earth each year.
The Earth gets 100 tons heavier every day due to falling
space dust.
Due to earth's gravity it is impossible for mountains to
be higher than 15,000 meters.
The letter J does not appear anywhere on the periodic
table of the elements.
Glass takes one million years to decompose, which
means it never wears out and can be recycled an infinite amount of times!
Everything weighs one kilogram less at the equator.
Soldiers do not march in step when going across bridges because they could set up a vibration which could be
sufficient to knock the bridge down.
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Boyhaven Public Forum
Tuesday 11/14 and Monday 11/20
7:00 pm at Milton Town Hall
503 Geyser Rd., Ballston Spa
Let your little ones explore a fire truck and ask tons of questions,
while you say thank you by donating an unwrapped present for a
child in need at Christmas! Right at the library on Saturday,
November 18th from 10am-2pm

The Town of Milton is holding forums for
public input on how to repurpose the Boyhaven property. Want to be part of the conversation? Please attend: Tuesday 11/14 and
Monday 11/20, 7:00 pm at the Milton Town
Hall, 503 Geyser Rd. If you cannot attend but
would like to register your opinion, please
consider filling out a survey instead: Boyhaven Survey
This will be a wonderful new asset for all of us
to enjoy, and the Kayaderosseras Creek runs
right through the middle of it! Let the Town
of Milton know what YOU would like to see
there.
Thanks for your support,
Friends of the Kayaderosseras
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From the Arvin Hart Fire Company
We Are Volunteers, We do this Job for No Pay
All of the firefighters from the Arvin Hart Fire
Company are volunteers, as are the firefighters from Malta
Ridge and Quaker Springs. The only paid or career firefighters are in the City of Saratoga Springs. Being a volunteer means you join an organization that is paramilitary.
There are rules of combat and strong interpersonal relationships, and there has to be a bond because when the
rest of the world is in a panic, firefighters are there to help
and risk their lives for every response.
There is training,
tough training, and it’s
necessary because entering
a burning building to extinguish a fire takes guts
and not everyone can do
this job. You are tied to a
pager or radio, usually despised by your significant
other and your kids, but
it’s your link to another
world that most people
can’t appreciate. There are missed dinners, breakfasts,
holidays, and whatever other type of event you can think
of. When the pager tones go off, you drop what you’re
doing and you automatically head to the call.
In the
summer you sweat, in the winter you freeze, when it rains
you get wet and you get blisters on your feet, but it’s all for
a good cause and it’s you battling the elements for the
community. You have to have the dedication to do this in
your head, your heart and your soul.
You respond to the medical calls where people
have died or are in the process. You deal with the kids,
the families, the distressed wife or mother wondering what
you are doing to their family. You witness all types of disasters — the floods, the tornados, the land slides, the ice
storms and whatever Mother Nature wants to throw at
you. You even get into the utility truck and travel to wherever the disaster is to lend a hand and make lasting friendships. Every once in a while you may get lucky and save a
life, but it’s a rare occasion of jubilation. You have witnessed the most absurd events — the drunken drivers
screaming like little girls after the auto accident, but you
help them as best you can. You help disentangle the accident victims when you know damn well they have been
doing something stupid or laugh to yourself after removing a child’s head from the chair. As a volunteer there are
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high highs and low lows. Calls where there are children affected are always the worst, but you try to get it out of your
head, but every once in a while something triggers the vision,
the smell the, sound, a place. The emotional stress for some
has reached the breaking point – the suicide level among first
responders is rising.
All firefighters have a repertoire of gallows humor.
It’s how we de-stress. Most will not appreciate it and it’s certainly not politically correct. When you return home, much
like a soldier, you don’t talk about it, or you break down in
tears. Still, it’s a thrill and honor to ride the big red trucks, or
glide over the lake with the air boat, to see kids smile when
they see the Dalmatian, even though it’s a suit. For many in
the community, your grandfather volunteered, as did your
father and hopefully your son will. You’ve been hanging
around a fire station since you were old enough to walk, it’s
in your blood, and it defines who you are.
Unfortunately not many younger people are joining;
they don’t have time or the inclination to volunteer.
The number of volunteers is diminishing everywhere and
there are few replacements. Volunteers are aging out. We
have the minds of 30 year-olds. It’s just that our bodies are
60+ and it’s not unusual to tear up to the bagpipes playing
Amazing Grace at yet another funeral of one of the brothers
or sisters, no matter where in the world they are. There are
one hundred reasons why people don’t volunteer anymore;
the studies have indicated that lack of time is the main reason. There are many departments in the state that are hiring
at least part time firefighters to serve during the day time
hours, and there is talk about paid on-call firefighters or the
chance of more combination departments.
The volunteer fire service is in crisis, not just in New
York but all over the country. The fire service organizations
are in serious discussion as to what is the future of the fire
service in New York but we can’t keep discussing it. We need
to have a plan and provide some guidance. In some places,
while the fire engine rolls up, the people that get off look like
firefighters but they may not be able to perform all the functions needed, although they will do the best they can.
Tom Rinaldi, Commissioner,
Stillwater Fire District/Arvin Hart Fire Co.
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HIGHWAY WINTER NEWSLETTER ARTICLE 2017/2018
HIGHWAY REPORT by Roger Crandall, Highway Superintendent
Please remind your children not to play in snowbanks! The snow plow
driver CANNOT see if there are people in or around the snowbanks.
Christmas Tree pick-up will end on January 9th. If you miss this deadline
you are welcome to drop them off at the Highway Garage to the side of the gate.
Residents can assist the Highway Department during a snow storm by
heeding these suggestions:
Do not put your trashcans in the road. The trash company can reach 4’ in
from the road to pick up the cans. Trash cans WILL get knocked over by the force of the snow coming off the plow.
They DO NOT belong in the road. There are times when your trash company will call and say that they will delay pickup
because of storm conditions – so also listen to your phone messages the day before pickup!
Park vehicles in driveways and off the roadway. Vehicles left parked on roadways create a hazard to other drivers
and delays highway crew’s efforts to plow the roads. You also run the risk of your vehicle being towed during a storm
along with a fine of $100. There is no street parking from November 1st to April 1st.
Move basketball hoops, landscaping, rocks, sprinkler heads, etc. off the road right-of-way. The Town WILL
NOT be responsible for replacing or repairing any objects left within the right-of-way and there are no exceptions. Do
not plow, blow or throw snow back into the road or on other peoples’ property (NYS Vehicle & Traffic Law)
Storm events are normally forecast 2 to 3 days in advance so please make every effort to gather whatever supplies you and your
family will need. For example, gas, food, water and medicine to last 2 or 3 days.
Be patient…The Highway Department will get to your area and make every effort to plow all roadways as quickly as possible. Reduce your speed and drive cautiously. Remain off the roadways during snow storms unless absolutely necessary.

Please read information below to help during the winter months.
Be Prepared, Be Aware and Be Patient
Before it snows, remember last years’ problems and try to tackle them in advance! If you do your own snow removal, have your tools and supplies handy. Shovels, snow blowers, calcium chloride, rock salt and sand should be ready
before the season begins. If you hire someone for your snow removal then make those arrangements early. It can be difficult to find someone in the middle of a storm.
Make arrangements to have adequate food supplies on hand. Keep flashlights, a battery powered radio and emergency equipment on hand in case of disruption in the power supply. This way you can avoid going out on the roads during a storm or during the cleanup of a storm.
There is a shed with salt/sand mix located toward the back of the Highway Garage parking area. You are welcome to bring a bucket and shovel to take what you need (residents only).
Area news media will announce approaching storms and will disseminate information on school closings and
meeting cancellations. They will also note road closings or re-routings.
Please do not go out during or immediately after a snowstorm unless it is truly necessary.
Crews have many hours of hard work to complete their snow clearing operations. Less traffic
on the roads means that we will be able to clear the roads more quickly and completely. Under the best of conditions, it will take us at least 4 hours from the time it stops snowing completely, to complete our snow removal operations.
Remember, whether it is your driveway for which you are responsible for or the miles of roads
for which we are responsible for, snow removal is an arduous and time consuming task. Please
understand that the Highway Department cannot shovel ridges or windrows from your driveway entrance or mailbox, nor can we plow private property.
continued next page
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Malta Highway Department, continued
Questions & Answers
~Why should I not throw snow back into the street?
It is a violation of the NYS Vehicle and Traffic Law. Snow thrown back onto the roadway may freeze causing hazardous road conditions.
You may cause injury to family, friends or neighbors.
~I cannot shovel my driveway because I am elderly or disabled, what should I do?
Make arrangements with family, friend, neighbor or contractor to do this for you.
~Why do the plows put snow in my driveway?
This is not intentional! Snow, like water, will follow the path of least resistance and when there is an opening on the side of the road the
accumulated snow on the plow will deposit there.
Some hints for plowing your driveway and during a storm:
` If at all possible, leave a strip of snow at the edge of your driveway. This will block some of the snow from entering your driveway when the
plow widens the roadway. Finish clearing your driveway entrance AFTER the final widening pass of the Town trucks has been completed.
` Make the opening of your driveway from the road as wide as possible
` Clear about 10' over and at least 1' in from the road on the left side of your driveway so that most of the snow from the plow is deposited before it reaches your driveway.
` Situate your mailboxes further off the road so they are less likely to get hit.
` When plows will be out during trash pick-up day PLEASE place buckets at least 2’ from the edge of the road. The Waste Removal Trucks can reach at least 3’!
Before the Snow Falls
The late fall and early spring are critical times because the same equipment is used for other seasonal jobs and the focus can change at very
short notice for snow removal.
The Highway’s salt storage is stockpiled with 750 tons of salt while 3,000 gallons of enviro-brine and 6,000 gallons of liquid salt brine are
contained in in storage tanks. In order to be properly prepared for inclement weather during the snow season, daily weather conditions are continually monitored via satellite and daily weather reports are received from NYS.
When the Snowfall Starts
An important step in dealing with the snowfall is street salting. The snow removal starts when frozen precipitation begins falling and continues until the streets are clear. We have 7 plow routes with 2 men in each truck. It takes approximately 4 hours to complete one run. Of course
this time per run depends on driving conditions and amount of snow per hour is falling.
When the Snowfall Continues
When two or three inches of snow have accumulated and more is expected, snow is more economically removed by plowing rather than
salting. If the storm continues in intensity, the trucks remain in the same pattern until the storm abates. At that time, the trucks begin to “widen
out” all roads by pushing the accumulated snow back to the curb line and clearing intersections. The crew works around the clock during these
storms to keep the roads open and passable.
After the Storm is Over
We continue to monitor all roads for icy spots and areas where winds redeposit the snow in traffic lanes. Residents are required to shovel
out fire hydrants in front of your property. The Town will go around and check catch basins.
If you have any concerns or questions, do not hesitate to call us at 899-2818. Please keep in mind that we are out on the road often and
our secretary is part time so if you get the machine PLEASE leave a message, we will return your call quickly. Plus, all this information is on our
website!
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT WINTER HOURS
October thru March
Monday thru Friday
7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
The DOT does not generally remove snow that is piled by others at the ‘entrance’ of county roads, town roads, private roads, or private driveways
as they enter onto a state highway. The Highway Law requires those that enter onto a state highway to maintain their entrance onto the highway,
including providing proper sight distance, which includes the removing of snow banks. The DOT suggests that private homeowners or those responsible for private drives, ask or require that their snow removal providers to not place/pile snow at their entrance onto a state highway.
They also request that you:
• Don’t place/store boat docks too close to the highway. They may interfere with snow plowing.
• Don’t rake leaves into roadside ditches and gutters. They prevent proper drainage of the roadside.
• Do not place garbage cans onto the shoulder area during a predicted snow storm. Wait until the last possible moment before your collector
arrives. This may be an inconvenience, but plows sometimes cannot avoid hitting them during a storm.
• Make repairs to your mailbox prior to winter. Locate it so that it is behind the back edge of the shoulder.
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Featured Member Businesses
panzasrestaurant@aol.com
Family owned and operated since 1986

www.pizzaetconline.net

jessica.richer@gmail.com

www.golfsaratoga.com/dining
ROWING

270 Broadway, Suite 103

VLG Real Estate Development, LLC

Eric Catalano, Executive Director
sraprograms
SAILING

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

Saratoga Lake Sailing Club

www.sailsaratoga.com
SECURITY
RESTAURANTS

Bill Carson, Owner

Bob McKenna, Owner

Bob McKenna

Longfellows
500 Union Avenue
www.longfellows.com

