
Have you RSVP’d for the Annual Bon      
Voyage to Summer Event? 

 
     Come and visit with friends for our end-of-summer picnic on 
September 10th, 2017 at Carson’s Woodside Tavern.  The event 
kicks off at 2 p.m. (ends at 5 p.m.) with a picnic menu being 
served between 3 and 4 p.m.  The cost is $12 per adult SLA mem-
ber, $15 per adult non-member and $10 for children under 18. 
RSVP-ing by mail is now closed.  However, if you’d like to at-
tend, please use the below link online to pay and register.   The 
event registration site is available through our Facebook page, 
SLA website or directly through the Eventbrite link listed here:   
  

Facebook page or SLA page: http://saratogalake.org/sla-
community/sla-events 

Direct: https://www.eventbrite.com/o/saratoga-lake-association-
14448240642 
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Kaleidoscope  of News 

Note from the President 
 
     For a week or two I’ve been thinking about writing a thank 
you and farewell to Grog’s because I had not seen it this sum-
mer.  And then yesterday (8/28) there was Grog’s at Sandy 
Beach.  As you may know, Grog’s is a “restaurant boat” which 
serves food at Sandy Beach and is run by owner/operator John 
J.  Grog’s is named for John’s deceased dog.   
     Although John has been absent much of this summer due to 
the tribulations of preparing a new boat and then an injury, he 
is now back in action for his 26th year,     although with a leaner 
menu.  He has added a lot to the lake recreational experience 

during his 25 
years of con-
tinuous, every-
day service 
during the 
summer sea-
son.  John has 
a soft spot for 
dogs and gen-
erally treated 
them to a free 
hot dog.  My 
grandchildren 

have always wanted to go to Sandy Beach, play in the water, and 
go to Grog’s for a candy bar, or a meal – just some kind of treat.  
And it’s been fun for me to take them. 
     There are other memories at Sandy Beach too – like the day 
we saw a bald eagle swoop down by an off-shore fisherman, 
snatch a fish, and take the fish to nearby tree branch.  My 3 
grandsons still vividly remember watching that eagle catch and 
eat that fish in plain view. 
     So, welcome back Grog’s, and thank you, John, for so many 
years of dedicated service to enhance recreation at Saratoga 
Lake.  See you next year too! 
 
Tom Bonds 
 

"Fiery Sunrise with Eagle"  — photo by Joe Schwartz 

Important to Note 
 
     Recently, we have received many submissions to Shore Lines 
regarding the Towns of Saratoga and Stillwater and the issues asso-
ciation with development.  Shore Lines is happy to share this infor-
mation.  At the same time we feel it is necessary to point out that 
the Saratoga Lake Association is not a policy making body.  The 
purpose of SLA is to promote and enhance the health and safety, 
ecology, recreation and environmental quality of the Saratoga 
Lake.  In other words, we are happy to share information even if it 
is not supported by the association.  SLA will, however, express 
opinions if any issue directly affects the health and safety of the 
lake. 

http://saratogalake.org/sla-community/sla-events
http://saratogalake.org/sla-community/sla-events
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/saratoga-lake-association-14448240642
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/saratoga-lake-association-14448240642


SLA Adopt-A-Highway: Annual Fall         
Roadside Clean-up  

 
      The 2017 Fall Roadside Clean-up effort has been sched-
uled for September 23rd. Please consider giving an hour or 
two of your time. Interested individuals should gather at      
9 a.m. at the South end Stewart’s (on the corner of Route 
9P and Lake Road), where we will have an energizing snack, 
sign in and then break up into small teams that will fan out 
to pick up the trash and debris that has accumulated over 
this past summer.  

     All volunteers will receive a free t-shirt. Please note that 
orange DOT trash collection bags can be provided in ad-
vance to any individual who will not be able to participate 
on the 23rd, but would like to pick up the debris in the  
vicinity of their residence or along a specific portion of the 
road around the lake during the prior week.  

     Please contact Tonya Trombley at 518-538-2058 (call or 
text) or via email at ttt0902@yahoo.com if interested in par-
ticipating, for additional information regarding this fall’s 
scheduled clean-up or for early delivery of orange DOT bags. 

      Why volunteer?? Reduce environmental and safety haz-
ards.  Eliminating toxic debris allows plants and wildlife to 
thrive on and in water without harm and permits travelers 
to enjoy the outdoors without risks of injury from accidents 
or illness from disease. Debris along 9P often finds its way 
into Saratoga Lake; every piece of debris we pick up is one 
less item finding its way into our lake! 

  

Peanut was 
found in        
Missouri in 1993 
with this six-pack 
ring caught 
around her shell. 
It had been 
around her shell 
from the time 
she was a young 
turtle. As she 

grew, her shell grew around the rings. Her shell protected 
her, but not all animals are this lucky. Peanut was taken to a 
local zoo where they cut the rings off, but she will never look 
normal.  It’s in our power to make sure something like this 
doesn’t become a Saratoga Lake statistic…. Volunteer today! 

(submitted by Tonya Trombley) 
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A note from the editors 
 
     We have noticed a least 90 percent of the time, 
when people write to us about our newsletter, they 
refer to it as Shorelines (which IS, of course, the cor-
rect way of spelling it).  We thought we would share 
with you why it is two words.   
     We had a contest of sorts in 2004 when we were 
revamping the newsletter with a new look and the 
contest winners, David and Marjorie Estridge, submit-
ted the name Shore Lines.  Shore referring to the lake 
and Lines referring to content — Shore Lines.  We 
just did not want you to think we didn’t know how to 
spell! 

 
Brown's Beach Marina  

Fall hours are Saturday 10-6 and Sunday 11-5.   
Closed Monday - Friday.     

Moonrise — photo by Neal Kamer 

mailto:ttt0902@yahoo.com


Principles of Smart Growth 
Encourage Community and Stakeholder Collaboration 

 
     Citizen participation can be time-consuming, frustrating 
and expensive, but encouraging community and stakeholder 
collaboration can lead to creative, speedy resolution of de-
velopment issues and greater community understanding of 
the importance of good planning and investment.  Smart 
growth plans and policies developed without strong citizen 
involvement will at best not have staying power;  at worst, 
they will be used to create unhealthy, undesirable communi-
ties.  When people feel left out of important decisions, they 
will be less likely to become engaged when tough decisions 
need to be made.  Involving the community early and often 
in the planning process vastly improves public support for 
smart growth and often leads to innovative strategies that fit 
the unique needs of each community.                         
(source:  www.smartgrowth.org) 
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Planning boards provide                              
much-needed scrutiny 

(Times Union Opinion Page, Saturday, August 26, 2017) 
 

     What refreshing illumination from the Times Union 
regarding Stillwater Town Supervisor Ed Kinowski's plan 
to circumvent the Planning Board. Wendy Liberatore's 
coverage and the paper's subsequent editorial highlighting 
the concern with this plan are much appreciated by this 
resident of Stillwater, as careful review of all future devel-
opment in Stillwater — and especially around Saratoga 
Lake — is sorely needed. 
     Kinowski's idea to streamline the process to approve 
Planned Development Districts does not represent the 
majority of residents' concerns. If adopted, this subse-
quent fast-track approval process would delay input from 
the Town Planning Board until the project is fully de-
signed. 
     This shortsighted proposal gives the applicant or devel-
oper the upper hand in negotiations by giving them per-
mission to spend capital on completing their designs be-
fore facing the full Planning Board review and condenses 
feedback to few beyond the town supervisor, whose track 
record is questionable when it comes to weighing constitu-
ents' concerns with development. 
     Common sense and representative government would 
say questions on density and perceived negative impacts 
should be introduced before the applicant presents to the 
board. This proposal is counterproductive to the appli-
cant, the town and the residents and taxpayers wishing to 
express valid concerns. 
     Hopefully, the Stillwater Town Board will see the error 
in eliminating an important democratic step in the review 
and analysis of Planned Development Districts. 
 
Julie A. Wash 
Stillwater 

Cedar Bluff 
 
     The Witt project on Cedar Bluff Road will be on the 
agenda for the next Planning Board meeting on Wednesday 
evening, September 27th at 12 Spring Street in Schuyler-
ville, 7:30 p.m. In an effort to have a large turnout, several 
of us gathered to distribute a brochure to inform the Com-
munity, particularly those concerned about the potential for 
flooding and erosion/sediment running into Saratoga 
Lake.  The brochure may be found at Brown’s, Carson’s and 
the Sailboat Club.  We would welcome your support by at-
tending the meeting as a strong turnout will demonstrate 
the concern of our community about this project and help 
influence the decisions of the board. 
     In addition to this turn-out initiative, a Freedom of Infor-
mation Law request has been 
sent to the Board clerk for any 
documents filed by Witt in 
advance of the meeting. Any 
documents received that are 
capable of being scanned or 
otherwise distributed will ac-
company a future email in ad-
vance of the meeting. 
 
Kind regards, 
John Cashin 
 

The common thread among all is that the 
needs of every community and the programs to 

address them are best defined by the people 
who live and work there.  

Issues That Matter To Our Lake Community 
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Town of Saratoga Planning Board Approves 
Minor Subdivision on Route 9P 

 
     Much to the disappointment of the approximately 20 
residents present at the August 23rd meeting, the Planning 
Board approved a minor subdivision on Route 9P.  This 
subdivision at 1268 Route 9P divides a single lot with 175 
feet of frontage on 9P into two lots; one with only 50 feet 
and the other 125 feet of frontage.  The setback from adja-
cent property is a mere 10 feet. Two single family homes are 
planned for the site. The constant increase in density for 
lake front lots is contrary to the interests of the community 
and creates a precedent which only encourages further deg-
radation of the 9P corridor with higher density lots contain-
ing low value houses. 
 

In 2001 The Town Board amended the zoning law to create 
the Lake Residential District which borders Route 
9P. The zoning code reads as follows: 

 “A. It is the purpose of this zoning district to insure 
orderly development and redevelopment of seasonal and 
year-round dwelling units, and recreational uses in that 
area of the town where such development occurs. 

B.   It is the intent of this zoning district to encourage the 
redevelopment and rehabilitation of seasonal dwellings 
and customary associated land uses, the reduction of 
densities and larger waterfront lots.” 

 
 Members of the Planning Board are appointed and, under 
certain circumstances, may be removed by the Town Board. 
Their responsibilities include, but, are not limited to: 

guiding development to meet the values stated in 
the Town’s Comprehensive Plan 

assisting applicants to achieve their objectives 
relative to land use change 

adhering to the letter and spirit of the zoning law 
and subdivision regulations unless a specific 
request cannot be easily categorized. In that 
instance, the Planning Board has the discre-
tion to make minor allowances or to pass the 
request off to the Town Board.             

providing periodic advice regarding necessary 
modifications to the zoning law. 

 
continued 

  

     The Planning Board may determine that a land use 
request does not meet the requirements of the zoning 
law or subdivision regulations and therefore: 1) decline 
approval with positive comment, 2) decline approval 
with no comment, or 3) decline approval with negative 
comment. The applicant can modify his or her request 
to meet any stated objections and return to the Planning 
Board, or appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals (Article 
7 of the Zoning Code)  for a change in decision. If there 
is still a negative result, the applicant may, under some 
circumstances, appeal to the Town Board. 
     New York State’s land use statutes also permit a 
Town’s Planning Board to review subdivisions to see 
that good subdivision design is maintained. (NYS Town 
Law Section 276)  Importantly, subdivision decisions can 
change the character of a community. Once land is sub-
divided into small, confined and heavily clustered lots, 
further development patterns take hold. These patterns 
are extremely difficult to reverse.  By approving this sub-
division, the Planning Board completely ignored the 
clearly stated intent and purpose of the Lake Residential 
District zoning.  
     The people of this town moved here with the under-
standing that the town is appropriately zoned for the 
quality of life we aspire to as that is articulated in the 
Zoning Code, subdivision regulations and the Town’s 
Comprehensive Plan. The Lake Residential zoning provi-
sion was enacted after a Public Hearing and the publica-
tion of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. That Plan also 
clearly articulates the intention to lower housing density 
on the lake front.  Therefore, the Planning Board as well 
as persons who buy property in this Lake Residential 
District must be aware of the limitations imposed by 
both the Code and the Comprehensive Plan. 
     As the demographics of property owners in the 9P 
corridor show an aging population, more properties will 
come on the market over the next ten years. This latest 
subdivision creates a residence on a mere fifty-foot-wide 
lot with only a ten-foot setback from the adjoining prop-
erty line. It will encourage every property owner with 
frontage of 100 feet or more to seek a subdivision ap-
proval before selling. The resulting unsightly sprawl will 
forever mar the landscape; place greater pressure on the 
environmental viability of the lake and further the degra-
dation of the quality of life in our community.  
 
John Cashin 
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Printed in the Times Union 
Editorial Page 

September 3, 2017 
 
     Why is Stillwater Town Supervisor Ed Kinowski rushing to 
change the PDD/zoning procedures as they now stand? 
     Could it be that Supervisor Kinowski's purchase and develop-
ment of Brown's Beach is draining Stillwater's coffers, thus he 
needs additional tax revenues? 
     As Supervisor Kinowski spends taxpayers monies these same 
taxpayers have every right to a voice in any and all future Stillwa-
ter developments.  
     The proposed residential  developments, around Saratoga 
Lake,  impact taxpayer's property values as well as their quality of 
life: 
 traffic that will negatively impact an already eroded Route 9P 
 loss of lakeside tranquility which drew residents here in the 

first place 
 additional impervious surfaces resulting in storm water run-

off into Saratoga Lake affecting its fragile eco system 
 more demands on sewer and public water services 
 noise pollution from construction vehicles as they   travel 

along route 9P, sharing this two lane road with bicyclists, 
cyclists, pedestrians, and extra-wide boats in  tow, some of 
which exceed the traffic lane's width 

     Did Supervisor Kinowski survey Stillwater residents to deter-
mine a need for the proposed  commercial businesses along 
Route 423, adjacent to Route 9P. amid a quiet, residential area? 
 
   —Penny Cronin 

Printed in The Express 
Editorial Page 

August 25, 2017 
 
     I am writing this letter to express my opposition to the pro-
posed changes to the Town of Stillwater Zoning Code Regard-
ing Planned Development Districts. 
     A planned development district is a method for a developer 
to create a “neighborhood” in a zoning district that would not 
allow for the “Neighborhood” but for the approval of a zoning 
change by the Town Board.  Before the Town Board approval is 
granted, the developer must go through an approval process 
before the Planning Board.  This process is a way for a large 
parcel of land within a zoning district to produce more housing 
units, rather than less housing units.  The current zoning code 
requires the developer to file an application, which is sent to the 
Town Planning Board for a review process, public hearing, and 
approval and recommendation to the Town Board.  The Plan-
ning Board is comprised of seven members, all of whom have to 
reside in the Town of Stillwater.  The members are appointed 
by the Town Board, which is comprised of five members, all of 
whom have to reside in the Town of Stillwater. 
     For over forty years, this process has worked.  The members 
of the Planning Board take their responsibilities seriously and 
put a significant amount of time and energy into reviewing each 
application, listening to the concerns of the public and making 
a decision based on the application, surveys, and proposals 
made by each developer.  There is a public dialogue that occurs.  
The public is allowed to attend the Planning Board meetings 
and either participate in the process or listen to the dialogue 
occurring between the developer and the Planning Board.  
Then the recommendation is forwarded to the Town Board for 
its final approval for a change in the zoning code. 
     Now, our Town Board wants to side-step the Planning Board 
process and send it directly to the “Director of the Depart-
ment.”  The “Director” is one person, not seven individuals.  
One individual will hold ALL the power to make the final rec-
ommendation to the Town Board about a change in zoning that 
can ultimately have significant impacts on a neighborhood. 
     The proposed change to the zoning code requires the 
“Director of the Department” to base a favorable review on 
ONLY four criteria.  There is no public involvement.  Only 
ONE person will have the power to make the final decision on 
a recommendation to the Town Board. 
     Supervisor Kinowski was quoted in a Times Union article on 
August 7th “we want to reduce the time from start to finish for 
the developers,” and in an article on August 25th “it’s about 
efficiency, not speed.”  Appears there is a contradiction to  Su-
pervisor Kinowski’s statements.  Why does the Town Board 
want to hurry-up and move the process quicker?  Why is the 
Town Board taking away from its residents the ability to partici-
pate in the public meetings with the Planning Board?  What has 
happened to transparency in government? 

continued 

     Also, Supervisor Kinowski is quoted in the August 25th Times 
Union article as stating that there have been changes made o the 
proposed law.  Will the Town Board set another public meeting 
to allow the residents an opportunity to voice their opinions?  
Even if the law does not require a public hearing, good govern-
ment dictates another public hearing is needed to present the 
changes to the residents. 
     Why the “hurry up and rush” attitude of our Town Board 
members?  Why by-pass a long standing process that has worked 
well for over forty years?  If you are looking at efficiency and not 
speed, then why not find a way to streamline the process through 
the Planning Board process, not vest sole decision making power 
in ONE individual. 
     I urge my Town Board members to set another public hearing,  
listen to its residents and not approve this proposed zoning 
change.  I still believe we live in a democracy, not a totalitarian 
state. 
                                       -Andrea DiDomenico 



Recollections of summer are great memories to 
share through your photos, observations, news, 
neighborhood get-togethers, information, fish and 
travel tales as well as challenging issues of concern. 
Submissions to Julie at sinnidi@aol.com by noon 
on September 27.                                                                                                                                                 

Back to School 

     Busses are running again and children 

will be out on curbs waiting, so be        

cautious  

Remembering Ryall’s Beach 
 

Monday, Sept. 25th 
12 noon – 2:00 pm. 

Waterfront Park, Crescent Avenue, 
Saratoga Lake  

 
Bring your lunch & a lawn chair, your 

stories, photos & memorabilia. 
Hosted by Mary Ellen Ryall, descend-

ant of the founder, 
 and Mary Ann Fitzgerald, City      

Historian, 518-587-2358. 
maryann.fitzgerald@saratoga-

springs.org  
Rain date, Tuesday, Sept. 26tth. 

Parking is limited, so please car pool. 
All are welcome.  The Park is free and 

open to the public.   

Photo courtesy, Victoria Garlanda Collection 
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      Join PLAN  Thursday, September 21, 2017, from 5:30-
9pm at Saratoga National Golf Club for the 12th annual 
Feast of the Fields, an event that promises to be a fun-filled, 
delicious evening featuring top chefs preparing small plates 
from fresh ingredients harvested by local farms, along with 
enticing products and drinks from local producers.  
     A silent auction filled with items and experiences from 
local businesses and artisans will round out the night.  
     Some of our Featured Farms this year include Handmelon 
Farm, Kings Brother Dairy, Old World Farm, Thomas    
Poultry Farm, Elihu Farm, O'Trembiak Farm, Underwoods 
Greenhouse and Shushan Valley Hydro Farm and Featherbed 
Lane Farm. The theme for this year is squash! *There will be 
valet parking at the event or a shuttle for guests if you park 
further down the long drive.                                                    
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You can purchase tickets online on this page, or contact 
PLAN at 518-587-5554. Please RSVP by September 8. 
Seating is limited 

##### 

Saratoga PLAN 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 
     Saratoga PLAN has many worthy projects and big ambitions, but only a small paid staff. However, with the help of 
almost 200 volunteers we get a lot done!  Some volunteers like to step out on the trails to make sure your hike is a 
pleasant one, while others build the signs that keep you on track. Still other hands help out with office work or staff 
our booth at farmers's markets, fairs, and presentations. 
     There are many opportunities to participate in the great work we do. Check out the following immediate needs: 
 NatureFest is Saturday, September 16, from 10am-4pm at Moreau Lake State Park. Saratoga PLAN is recruiting 

knowledgeable volunteers to staff our table and display and answer questions from the public about who we are 
and what we do.  

 The Excelsior Park Management Committee includes a representative from Saratoga PLAN. We're looking for a 
volunteer who knows PLAN and is a regular user of the Spring Run Trail in Saratoga Springs. The committee 
meets on an irregular basis. Meetings will be in Saratoga Springs. Please let us know your availability and knowledge 
of the area by at info@saratogaplan.org. 

 The SEFA Fair will be October 12 from 10am-3pm in the North Concourse of the Empire State Plaza in Albany. 
The purpose of the SEFA Fair is to acquaint State Employees with the services provided by the many agencies that 
participate in the State Employees Federated Appeal (SEFA). This is an important source of funding for PLAN. 
Volunteers must be very familiar with PLAN and its history and accomplishments, and be comfortable speaking to 
the public.  

mailto:maria@saratogaplan.org


Jim Morahan and son Caden enjoy the warm days by 

taking a swim.  (photo by Lisa Morahan) 

While floating near Snake Hill on a sunny Sunday, Melissa Vatalaro  
took pictures of fair weather clouds and a Sunday sailing event.   
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Once in awhile something comes across in email that touches you 
in an emotional way.  We thought we’d like to share these with our 
readers.  Although this particular email has been the rounds before 
and some of you may have seen it, it bears re-reading.  It may help 
you reflect on your daily life and how you deal with others. 
 
—Today, I interviewed my grandmother for part of a research paper 
I'm working on for my Psychology class.   When I asked her to de-
fine success in her own words, she said; 
 
"Success is when you look back at your life and the memo-
ries make you smile." 
 
                                            ### 
 
—Today, after my 72 hour shift at the fire station, a woman ran up 
to me at the grocery store and gave me a hug.   When I tensed up, 
she realized I didn't recognize her.   She let go with tears of joy in 
her eyes and the most sincere smile and said; 
 
"On 9-11-2001, you carried me out of the World Trade  
Center." 
 
                                            ### 
 
—Today, after I watched my dog get run over by a car, I sat on the 
side of the road holding him and crying.   And just before he died; 
he licked the tears off my face. 
 
                                            ### 
 
—Today, as my father, three brothers, and two sisters stood around 
my mother's hospital bed, my mother uttered her last coherent words 
before she died.   She simply said, "I feel so loved right now. We 
should have gotten together like this more often." 
 
                                             ### 
 
—Today, I kissed my dad on the forehead as he passed away in a 
small hospital bed. About 5 seconds after he passed, I realized it 
was the first time I had given him a kiss since I was a little boy. 
 
                                              ### 
 
—Today, I was traveling in Kenya and I met a refugee from      
Zimbabwe.   He said he hadn't eaten anything in over 3 days and 
looked extremely skinny and unhealthy.   Then my friend offered 
him the rest of the sandwich he was eating. 
 
The first thing the man said was, "We can share it. 

Fresh Corn, Tomato and Mozzarella Salad 

Ingredients 
4 ears fresh corn on the cob, cleaned and washed 
1 package (10 oz) grape tomatoes, halved 
8 oz fresh mozzarella cut into bite-size pieces or small 

mozzarella balls 
10 basil leaves, ribboned thin 
1/4 c fresh lemon juice 
1/4 c olive oil 
2 garlic cloves, minced 
1/2 tsp each of kosher salt and fresh ground black    

pepper 
Directions 
 Cut corn off the cob, place in medium mixing bowl.  

Add tomatoes and mozzarella. Sprinkle with basil and 
set aside. 

 Add fresh lemon juice, olive oil, garlic, salt and pepper 
to jar or container that you can shake well to combine.  
Pour dressing over salad and toss. 

Cook’s Notes 
 If making ahead, you can prep the salad and dressing 

but don’t pour over the salad until ready to serve.   
 You can cook the corn if you prefer, but I enjoy the 

fresh taste and crunch of it uncooked.  The acid in the 
lemon juice will mellow out the starchiness of the corn 
and create a great flavor.     

Made with fresh corn (I used BJs) and fresh lemon!  I also 
used the mozzarella balls, easier than cutting pieces from 
a chunk.   Great summer side dish....even good left 
over!  Sooo delicious!  Give it a try! 

In the Kitchen with Donna 
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A nice photo of Browns Beach by Gail Welter 

 
 

Soaking Up The Last Breaths 
of Summer Aboard a Cruise 

With  Adirondack Cruise      
& Charter Company 

 
A blog by Gail Welter 

Thursday, August 24, 2017 
 

http://www.lifeasiseeitphotography.net/ 
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Of things to come! 

Dianne Fedoronko took 

this photo on Saturday, 

September 2nd when the 

temperature hit 40 de-

grees.  The cold air hit-

ting the warm water 
created a chilly mist! 

http://www.lifeasiseeitphotography.net/2017/08/soaking-up-last-breaths-of-summer.html
http://www.lifeasiseeitphotography.net/2017/08/soaking-up-last-breaths-of-summer.html
http://www.lifeasiseeitphotography.net/2017/08/soaking-up-last-breaths-of-summer.html
http://www.lifeasiseeitphotography.net/2017/08/soaking-up-last-breaths-of-summer.html
http://www.lifeasiseeitphotography.net/
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Ronald McDonald House Charities  
  
     Did you save your pull tabs this summer for the 
Ronald McDonald House?  If you have please remem-
ber to be in touch with Maria Mahar at 518-587-0310.  
She will arrange to pick up your tabs. 
 
     One hundred percent of monies raised is put into 
the direct operations of their local charity and they 
make a great impact on services for critically ill chil-
dren and their families during times of crises.       

Town of Saratoga News 
Thomas N. Wood, III   Supervisor 

 
     Greetings to everyone!  I hope you have all had a 
great summer and are looking forward to the upcoming 
fall season.  The Town Board will conduct its            
September Agenda meeting on Thursday, September 
7th at 7:00 pm in the glass room at town hall.  The regu-
lar monthly meeting of the Town Board will be on 
Monday, September 11th at 7:00 pm in the Schuyler 
Room.  Items on the agenda include recognition of the 
outgoing board members of the General Schuyler Emer-
gency Squad, Auditors report on the recently completed 
audit, renewal of three year contract with BST/SAX 
auditors, request to lower speed limit on a portion of 
route 29, review of hours of junk yard operation,  ac-
cepting NYS Assessor rule change, authorizing court 
action for a zoning violation, renewal of EA Engineering 
lease agreement, vandalism on Siege trail, and setting a 
date for the next budget workshop. 
 
Surrender March Trail Update.  Good progress contin-
ues to be made on the Surrender March Trail located 
on the old Champlain Canal Towpath approximately 
1/2 mile south of the Village of Schuylerville.  We are 
investigation the possible purchase of a small portion 
of land at the south end of the trail to create a trail 
head and new entrance are to the trail.  The first phase 
of the trail will be completed  by the end of this fall. 
2018 Budget Update   The town board has conducted 
its first budget workshop at which they reviewed ex-
penditures in the "A" account.  The board is commit-
ted to staying under the state tax cap and to keeping 
any budget increases to a minimum.  At budget work-
shop #2 the board will work on the highway depart-
ment budget, the rescue squad  request, and the "B" 

News from SLPID 

Water Chestnuts (Trapas natans) 
     The European Water Chestnut is an aquatic invasive plant 
that was introduced to the Northeastern United States in the 
1800’s. It is not as one would think; the same type of species 
used as a source of food in Asian and Asian-American cuisine. 
Rather, it is a plant native to Eurasia and Africa with its natu-
ral habitat kept in balance by insect parasites.  These parasites 
are not native to North America, and therefore have spread 
uncontrollably throughout places like New York State and 
Vermont. They are a massive inconvenience to swimmers, fish-
erman, and recreational boaters alike. Currently, there is no 
known method to completely eradicate Water Chestnuts from 
an ecosystem once introduced. However, there are manage-
ment techniques that state agencies and citizens can both learn 
to help control the spread of this invasive species. 
The Saratoga Lake Protection and Improvement District has 
worked diligently the past years trying to eradicate the water 
chestnuts from Saratoga Lake by hand pulling, machine pull-
ing and spot herbicide treatment.   This summer, the water 
chestnuts on the lake seemed to not be as dense as previous 
years. This is proof that the hard work is paying off.  
 
Cristina A. Connolly, SLPID Chair and Commissioner at Large 

Beautiful evening cruise — photo by John Pamper 



News from the City of Saratoga Springs 
9/11 Remembrance Ceremony 
Monday, September 11, 2017 

 
     The City of Saratoga Springs invites the community to a 
9/11 Remembrance Ceremony at High Rock Park on Mon-
day September 11, 2017.  The ceremony, hosted by Mayor 
Joanne Yepsen, will be held at the Tempered by Memory 
sculpture at 8:30 a.m. 
      

 
     The observance begins with a color guard from the SSPD 
and SSFD, which will enter under the direction of John 
Betor Lt. Colonel (ret), Assistant Fire Chief (ret). 
     A moment of silence at 8:46 a.m. will symbolize when 
the first plane hit the North Tower of the World Trade 
Center on September 11, 2001.  The National Anthem and 
other music will be provided by Saratoga Springs High 
School Choraliers.  The keynote speech will be delivered by 
Jim Pabis, US Army Colonel. 
     Comprised of five pieces of twisted steel from the 2001 
terrorist attacks, the Tempered by Memory sculpture was 
created by Noah Savitz in collaboration with John Van   
Alstine.  A display of original photographs by Lawrence 
White will also be available for viewing in the park. 
     For more information, please contact the mayor’s office 
at 587-3550 x2520. 
 
Lisa Shields 
Executive Assistant 
Office of the Mayor 
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Charity Golf Event for the                  
"Double H Ranch" 

 
September 15th at the                          

"Fairways of Halfmoon"  

Great cause! 

 
Call Kevin Johnson (518-688-8101) 

for details or email                      
kjohnson@nyltcb.com  

NOTTE ITALIANA! 
 

     Stillwater United Church, 747 Hudson Avenue, will 
host an Italian Dinner Event on the front lawn under a 
festive tent, Saturday, September 23rd from 5-6:30 p.m.      
Menu includes a choice of pastas (gluten free available) 
and a variety of sauces, garlic bread, homemade Italian 
desserts and beverages. Take out available.  
     Musical entertainment will be by “accordionist extraor-
dinaire,” Ralph C. Brooks.  Photo opportunities with 
backdrops will add to the ambiance. Tickets: Adults- $12 
(or $15, which includes one glass of Chianti), Children 
under 12-$5, and under 5-Free.  
     Weather permitting there will be outside, as well as, 
inside seating. Contact 664-7984 for advance tickets or 
purchase at door.  Proceeds to support the church’s     
Fellowship Hall renovations. Handicap accessible.           
(submitted by Beverly Frank, Stillwater United Church) 

mailto:kjohnson@nyltcb.com


Sunrise — photo by Neal Kramer 
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Bob and Cathy McKenna recently enjoyed a trip to Ireland with a group of family and friends 



Stillwater Area Community Center 

 The Stillwater Area Community Center will host their 
4th Annual Glow Back To School 5K on Friday,     
September 15th at 7pm. Awards given to Top Male 
and Female in each age category.  There will also be a 
1/2 mile and 1-mile Fun Run for kids starting at 6pm. 
Glow items given for each school supply donated the 
night of the event.  T-shirts for the first 50 registrants. 
All proceeds go towards the center's family fitness pro-
gramming.  
Register at www.active.com or in person at SACC, 19 
Palmer St., Stillwater, 
NY 12170. 

 Questions can be directed to the Stillwater Area Com-
munity Center at 518-664-2515. 

Craft Nights are Back!  
Kids Craft Night- On Tuesday, September 12th from 6-
7pm, we welcome you to join us as we create                 
Wax Lanterns. 
Adult Craft Night- Thursday, September 21st from 7:30-
9pm, we will be creating Hanging Wall Art.  
All Craft Classes are FREE, so we do ask that you RSVP to 
(518)664-2515 ext.210 to secure your spot.   

Bronx Zoo Bus Trip 
Climb aboard with us on Saturday, October 21st as we em-
bark on a wild trip to The Bronx Zoo. Tickets are just $60 
per person (Price includes Round Trip Transportation, and 
Total Experience Zoo Ticket). Contact Justin in the Main 
Office to make reservations now!  

Town of Stillwater 
Family Day 2017 

FAMILY DAY is Rescheduled for                      
September15 & 16, 2017 
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Stillwater Senior Time 
Stillwater Senior Time has returned from summer 
break!  Come join us at The Stillwater Area Community 
Center on Friday, September 29, from 12:00 noon -3:00 PM 
(please note the time change.)  We will be celebrating Fall 
with many fun activities to include BINGO a Fall themed 
lunch and dessert. We will be making Autumn flower plates 
to add to your outside FALL decor. Call Judy at 518-664-
2008 if you have questions.  This program is sponsored by 
the Village and Town of Stillwater.  

(submitted by Aimee Salecker) 

Lego League 
First Lego League is an incredible STEM based elementary 
program where students learn together to creatively solve a 
challenge through critical thinking, research, and of course, 
LEGOS!  This program will run from mid-September 
through the end of January, on Sunday's at 1 pm at the 
Stillwater Area Community Center.   
We will start meeting on Sunday, September 17, at 1 
pm.  This will be an open house style meeting where parents 
and students can meet one another and their coach, as well 
as go over the exciting things planned for the season.  

http://www.active.com
http://stillwaterareacommunitycenter.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=6f0739d6d2533be932856c8c1&id=a16549c9e9&e=fb82a7a5ba
http://stillwaterareacommunitycenter.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f0739d6d2533be932856c8c1&id=da96bcc1f2&e=fb82a7a5ba
http://stillwaterareacommunitycenter.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=6f0739d6d2533be932856c8c1&id=a60a8926b7&e=fb82a7a5ba


Emma & Charlie Wilders spending an evening on the lake at 
their grandparents —The Seery's  Tom & Eileen Seery at Carsons Woodside Tavern for 

Tom’s 75th Birthday  
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Judith Banks, Marykay Greenfield, Sheryl Camardo, Karen 
Mattson, Susie Carson, Denise Batko, Maureen Faniff and 
Nadine Kramer at Dock Brown’s celebrating a birthday. 

(photo by Neal Kramer) 

NBC Media Analyst and renowned broadcaster Nick Luck was 
at Saratoga Race Course on Travers Day. In this photo he was 
in the paddock picnic area and happened to sit at a table near 
Julie Annotto.   Julie said she immediately started getting texts 
and emails from friends and relatives who saw her on TV.  
 
Video photo by Neal Kramer 
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Steps planned to educate public about ticks 
Saratogian, 8/31/2017 

The state Health Department plans several steps to educate 
the public about tick-borne illness including Powassan. 
 
They are: 
 Posting current and retrospective tick collection and 

testing results at Health Data NY. This data has always 
been shared with local health departments and state 
park managers to aid in their education and prevention 
campaigns. Given the considerable interest in data from 
providers, researchers and advocates, the state is work-
ing to make this data more readily available to the gen-
eral public. The data is expected to be available on the 
website by the start of tick season in 2018. 

 This fall, the Health Department will collaborate with 
the Department of Environmental Conservation to in-
clude tick and tick-borne disease informational materi-
als in hunter education and licensure programs. These 
efforts include linking the department’s tick-removal 
video and other online tick resources to various hunting 
licensure websites. The department has already provided 
several thousand tick identification cards for in-person 
distribution at hunter education classes. 

 The Health Department will also work with the state 
Education Department to implement new legislation 
requiring instructional materials for school districts and 
libraries to provide information about tick-borne dis-
ease. 

 In 2018, the Health Department will release a tick-
borne disease surveillance and response plan, similar to 
the plan in place for mosquito-borne diseases. This plan 
acts as a guidebook for local health departments, and 
discusses the current status of tick-borne diseases; the 
roles and responsibilities of the state and local health 
departments; and preventive strategies that can be used 
to address ticks at the local level. 

For information about Powassan virus, go to: https://
www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/powassan/
fact_sheet.htm 

From the New York State                           
Department of Transportation 

 
RE: Start of construction on culvert repair, Route 9P, 
 approximately 200 feet west of County Route 76 
 (Lake Road) 
 
Nancy Fodera of the Highway Department in Malta passed this 
information she received from the DOT regarding work to be done 
on Route 9P.  Below is the letter from the DOT: 
 
“We are pleased to advise you that work on the above refer-
enced project is scheduled to start. 
 
Our contractor is currently planning to start work during 
the week of August 21st.  The project will start with site 
preparations and survey control layout.. . . . . . 
 
Following Labor Day, work will begin to construct an on-
site auto-detour with alternating one-way traffic and a tem-
porary signal, and sign package laid out for an off-site truck 
detour.  Flag persons and shoulder closures will be utilized 
prior to the start of the detour to construct any temporary 
pavement, etc.  The implementation of the on-sit detour 
and truck detour is scheduled September 18-October 15.  
During this time the culvert will be replaced with a precast 
reinforced concrete box unit.   . . . . .Completion is sched-
uled for November 1st. . . . 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this work, con-
tact Andrew Neznek, Project Engineer, at 518-573-4693 or 
Andrew.neznek@dot.ny.gov. 
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Actual complaints received by Thomas Cook 
Vacations from dissatisfied customers…. 

(these have been around for awhile but each time 
we are amazed and amused.  People are unique, 
funny, and sometimes unbelievable!   Here are a 
few favorites) 
  
 "On my holiday to Goa in India, I was 

disgusted to find that almost every restau-
rant served curry. I don't like spicy food."  

 "They should not allow topless sunbathing on the 
beach.  It was very distracting for my husband who just 
wanted to relax." 

 "We went on holiday to Spain and had a problem with 
the taxi drivers as they were all Spanish."  

 "The beach was too sandy.  We had to clean everything 
when we returned to our room." 

 "It's lazy of the local shopkeepers to siesta in the after-
noons.  I often needed to buy things during 'siesta' time 
-- this should be banned." 

 "No-one told us there would be fish in the water.  The 
children were scared." 

 "It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica to Eng-
land.  It took the Americans only three hours to get 
home.  This seems unfair." 

 "When we were in Spain, there were too many Spanish 
people there. The receptionist spoke Spanish, the food 
was Spanish.  No one told us that there would be so 
many foreigners." 

 "We had to line up outside to catch the boat and there 
was no air-conditioning." 

 "I was bitten by a mosquito.  The brochure did not 
mention mosquitoes." 

 "My fiancée and I requested twin-beds when we 
booked, but instead we were placed in a room with a 
king bed.  We now hold you all responsible and want 
to be re-reimbursed for the fact that I 
became pregnant.  This would not have happened if 
you had put us in the room that we booked."  
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How many of these riddles can you solve? 
 
1. Forward I am heavy, but backward I am not.  What 

am I? 
2. He has married many women, but has never been 

married.  Who is he? 
3. How are a jeweler and a jailer alike? 
4. How many bricks does it take a complete a building 

made of brick? 
5. How many of each animal did Moses take on the 

Ark? 
6. If two’s company and three’s a crowd, what are four 

and five? 
7. How much dirt is in a hole 4 feet deep and 2 feet 

wide? 
8. What goes up and down without moving? 
9. What grows up while growing down? 
10. What has a food on each side and one in the      

middle? 
11. Take off my skin — I won’t cry, but you will!  What 

am I? 
12. The more it dries, the wetter it gets.  What is it? 
13. What has four eyes but cannot see? 
14. What is greater than God, more evil that the devil, 

the poor have it, the rich need it, and if you eat it, 
you’ll die? 

15. If you look at the number of my face you won’t find 
thirteen anyplace. 

16. What room can no one enter? 

Riddle Answers 
 
1. A ton 
2. A priest 
3. The jeweler sells watches and the jailer watches cells 
4. Only one — the “last” one 
5. None — Moses didn’t build the ark 
6. Nine 
7. There’s no dirt in the hole 
8. Stairs 
9. Goose 
10. A yardstick 
11. An onion 
12. A towel 
13. Mississippi 
14. Nothing 
15. A clock 
16. A mushroom 



News from Arvin Hart 
Disasters don’t plan ahead, but you can 

 
     As we have watched events unfold in Texas we are quick-
ly reminded of the power of Mother Nature and there is 
little we can do to stop the destruction.  But what we can do 
is be aware and be prepared.  We all need to understand 
that whatever the disaster, large or small we need to take the 
personal responsibility to be prepared to save ourselves and 
our families.  During a disaster resources are stretched thin 
and sometimes rescuers can’t get to you.  You need to be 
responsible for yourself first; it takes time to mobilize forces 
to respond to an emergency on a large scale like we are see-
ing in Texas.  Harris County has a robust emergency man-
agement system, but they have been overwhelmed.   
     Hurricanes and weather events don’t creep up on us and 
surprise us.  Listen to trusted sources such as the Weather 
Channel or other media outlets so that we are informed.  
The second step is to be prepared, don’t wait until the last 
minute; everyone else is doing the same thing. 
     In a catastrophic event, or even an isolated event if you 
get cut off from the rest of the world you may have to hole 
up for a few days.  What are you going to need; think about 
it.  Food, clean water, medicines, first aid, sanitary supplies, 
temporary lighting, items to keep dry, items to help keep 
you warm if you get wet.  You need to plan for no electrici-
ty, so how are you going to cook, keep clean and stay warm 
and dry, and take care of any medical or sanitary needs that 
you will have.  If you aren’t prepared it will come home to 
haunt you quickly and when you aren’t prepared it causes 
additional stress for all those who are involved.  It has been 
found that those people who are prepared for an emergency 
are better off emotionally and that strength will be infec-
tious to those around you. 
     Is the car full of gas if you have to evacuate?  If you evacu-
ate where are you going?  Do friends and relatives know 
where you are or are going?  If you have a generator is it full 
of gas and do you have fresh fuel for it?  Do you have 
enough fresh water for everyone?  Do you have canned 
foods and a manual can opener?  Do you have enough es-
sential medications?  Do you have some cash if the ATMs 
aren’t working?  Do you have some basic tools to help repair 
things?   
     It doesn’t have to be a catastrophic disaster, what if you 
have a fire, a pipe burst or some other reason why you can’t 
occupy the structure you are currently in, how are you going 
to keep yourself and your family and pets safe. 
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     How about a simple emergency supply kit; prescription 
meds and glasses, infant formula & diapers, pet food and 
water for your pet, important documents stored in a water-
proof portable container, cash or travelers checks, first aid 
book., sleeping bag or blanket for each family member.  
Complete change of clothing and additional clothing if 
you live in a cold climate.  Plain chlorine bleach can be 
used as a disinfectant even for water.  Matches in a water-
proof container, hygienic supplies, mess kits of disposable 
cups, plates and plastic utensils, paper towels, paper and 
pencil, books, games, ,puzzles or other activities for chil-
dren.  This does not mean you have to keep this stuff 
boxed up and ready to go at all time; at least not all of it.  
But be situationally aware at all times; if things start to 
turn bad make sure you are prepared by having this mate-
rial.  Remember everyone one else is going to be looking 
for the same thing. 
     Just think how you are going to survive for up to four 
days without interaction with others, no electricity, no 
running water, no phone, no internet, no cable, possibly 
no sanitary facilities, you are isolated until they can muster 
some help to come; not an easy task. 
     As you watch the events unfurl in Texas, while some-
thing that catastrophic might not happen here, what if it 
does.  We have had disastrous flooding, tornadoes, ice 
storms, blizzards etc. add to that extended power outages, 
hazardous material incidents where we must shelter in 
place or other events that cut us off from our “normal” 
world, you just never know.  We have had a beautiful 
stretch of weather here in the Northeast but that can all 
change, sometimes in a heartbeat.  Be ready and you can 
take it in stride. 

 
Tom Rinaldi, Commissioner  
Stillwater Fire District/Arvin Hart Fire Co. 



A recommendation for those with allergies 
and hair salons ….. 

 

One of our members was kind enough to share information 
with anyone who has had problems in hair salons.  She 
wrote:  “I have an allergy issue and asthma and have always 
had some problems when getting my many gray hairs col-
ored.  I have found a great new organic hair salon in Sarato-
ga called the Robert James Salon on the corner of Lake Ave-
nue and West Ave. They do all the usual family hair services, 
but for hair coloring, they use the Kevin Murphy line of am-
monia free, natural ingredient and gentle hair color that lasts 
and looks and feels great.  I now use it exclusively both in 
NY and in FL.  I have no connection to the salon nor will I 
receive any benefit or discount but if there are people who 
are looking for a safer, healthier, more-gentle hair coloring 
option, this place is excellent.  I know that some people with 
health challenges and those looking for natural alternatives 
may want to try safer hair color options. “              

(submitted by Nancy Quenelle) 

USED MECHANICAL HARVESTER, CONVEYOR & 
TRAILER FOR SALE: 

 
2004 Aqua Marine 7’ wide cut by 6’ deep, well maintained. 
Many new parts. 
Asking $35,000 OBO. May be willing to finance with 25% 
down @5% for up to five years. 

From NYSFOLA 
Contact Frank Smith, Cossayuna Lake Improvement    
Association, fsmith106@yahoo.com or (518) 531-4140. 
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The New York State Federation of Lake Associa-

tions, of which we are members, sent the following  

information for our readers.  We do not normally 

run what we would consider an “ad,” but thought 

that this might be of interest to an association on 

the lake. 

Taken from facebook page of Todd Marks …. 
“Then and now.  As someone who has made the 
trip to Saratoga for 40 straight years, I appreciate 
history and continuity.  One of the things I look 
forward to most each year is a win by trainer 
Bruce Brown.  I first photographed Bruce and 
his son Nicholas in the winner’s circle in 2010 
(pictured).  Today (in post) Bruce won the sec-
ond race with You Like That, and like always, his 
son Nicholas was close at hand.  Great dad!  
Time flies, enjoy the moment.” 
(Bruce is the son-in-law of Bill and Bernadette Terrill, 
long-time members of SLA and Nicholas is their grand-
son) 

mailto:fsmith106@yahoo.com


Focus on Member Businesses 

LABOR RELATIONS  
LeRoy Kotary 
Labor Relations Consultant 
6 Eagle Ridge Drive, New Hartford, NY 13413  
(315) 735-9625 

LANDSCAPING  

CCS Design 
Landscape Architecture 
6 Leeward Lane, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866  
(518) 581-7970 
Charles Sableski 

Krumkill Nurseries 
Landscaping and Drainage Contractors 
927 Krumkill Road, Slingerlands, NY 12159 
(518) 441-5317 

Thomas Amato, Owner www.krumkillnurseries.com 

LAND TRUSTS & NON-PROFITS  
Saratoga P.L.A.N. 
Non-profit land trust and community land conservation re-
source – assisting property owners and municipalities with 
land conservation throughout the watershed 
of Saratoga Lake 
112 Spring Street, Room 202  
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 (518) 587-5554 

Maria Trabka, Executive Director www.saratogaplan.org 
 

LEGAL SERVICES  
Borah, Goldstein, Altschuler, Nahins & Goidel, P.C. 
Attorneys at Law 
377 Broadway, New York, NY 10013 
(212) 431-1300, ext. 600 
Myron Altschuler 

Attorney at Law and Founding Partner  
maltschuler@borahgoldstein.com www.borahgoldstein.com 

Margot Lucy Thomas 
Attorney at Law 
Environmental, Real Estate Development, Business 
Law & Litigation 
100 Trillium Lane, Albany, NY 12203 
(518) 456-3415 

margot@margotlaw.com 
 

Maynard, O’Conner, Smith and 
Catalinotto, LLP 

Attorneys 
6 Tower Place, Albany, NY 12203 
(518) 465-3553 
Robert Rausch, Partner 

6778 Arthur H. Thorn Arthur.Thorn@tglawyers.com 

Iseman, Cunningham, Riester & Hyde, LLP 
Corporate and litigation law firm 
2649 South Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
(845) 473-8100  

9 Thurlow Terrace, Albany, NY 12203 
(518) 462-3000 
Richard A. Mitchell, Partner 

Snyder, Kiley, Toohey, Corbett & Cox 
Law Firm 
A full-service general practice. During its 
49-year history, it has built a solid reputation for 
its litigation practice, residential and com-
mercial real estate, estates, trusts 
and zoning 
160 West Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
(518) 584-1500 

Michael J. Toohey, Partner mtoohey@sktcclaw.com 

Stephen J. Mastaitis, P.C. 
Attorney at Law 
Social Security Disability; NYS Worker’s Comp; 
Traffic Tickets; Real Estate Closings; Appeals 
1412 Route 9P, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
(518) 583-9497 

www.stevemastaitislaw.com 

Thorn Gershon Tymann and Bonanni, LLP 
Attorneys and Counsellor at Law 229 
Washington Street Saratoga Springs, 
NY 12866 (518) 580-0234  

5 Wembley Court, New Karner Road PO 
Box 15054, Albany, NY 12212 
(518) 464-6770 
Direct Line (518) 640-8350 

72 Olympic Drive, Lake Placid, NY 12946                      
(518) 523-1555 
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