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President’s Message 

Farewell to Summer Without Tears 
 
     Fair to say despite getting off to a 
slow start we had a pleasant summer on 
Saratoga Lake. Yes, there were a few  
accidents and a Brown’s Beach closing 
but overall, I would have to call it a suc-
cess. Sure, I’m a little melancholy over 
the thought of no more refreshing swims 
but then I get to thinking…  
     How much I love seeing that wispy 
layer of fog over the lake on those crisp 
September and early October         
mornings… 
     How much I love seeing the colorful 
fall foliage display along the length of 
Fish Creek…      
     How much I love seeing and hearing 
the large flocks of birds flying south in V 
formation… 
     How much I love the first clear ice 
and the stillness of no waves that trans-
forms the lake… 
     How much I love seeing the first snowfall and the vast expanse of white where it was once so blue… 
     How much I love snow shoeing and cross-country skiing on the fresh deep snow on the lake… 
     How much I love the excitement when suddenly, after you thought it would never happen, the lake is ice out and 
the motion of the water returns… 
     How much I love the first buds of spring and the lake with no weeds… 
     How much I love the seeing the docks go back in and getting ready to start summer all over again. 
 
Joe Schwartz 

Gone But Not Forgotten! 

Photo by Joe Schwartz 

See you next year! 



An Interesting and Important                   

Volunteer Opportunity 

Saratoga County Water Quality Biomonitoring Program 
 
     We would like to invite persons interested in the envi-
ronment to volunteer to assist with the Saratoga County 
Water Quality Coordinating Committee and Saratoga 
County/CCE ISWM Program Biomonitoring Program. 
     The program is straight-forward; each year we sample 
between 10 and 15 sites (streams) in the Saratoga Lake/
Kayaderosseras Creek and Dwaas Kill Watersheds. Our 
sampling methodology involves collecting samples of the 
macroinvertebrates living in these stream segments. Mostly 
insects, but some crustaceans, worms and shellfish (mostly 
snails). These creatures provide us with a surprisingly accu-
rate, scientifically valid, means of assessing stream health 
and water quality. Additionally, our sample data is integrat-
ed into the statewide NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation datasets on stream health and water quality 
via the WAVE Program. 
     We collect the samples per the approved method of 
“kick netting” (basically, we kick the stream bottom to stir 
up the substrate and catch what gets dislodged in a net; 
hence “kick-net”), sort the sample by placing 1 example 
organism from all the different types found in the sample 
(usually 10-12 or more) in a sample jar for identification by 
NYSDEC, fill out a few short forms and we’re done! A 
typical sample-and-sort takes about 1.5-2 hours. 
     There are around 45 days remaining in this year’s sam-
pling season, under the WAVE Program (ends September 
30 each year).   
     If you are interesting in volunteering a little of your 
time for this program, just contact me directly and we will 
work on a mutually convenient time to meet. Also, if you 
represent a group and have members that would also like 
to attend, please, let them know they are welcome! 
 
 
Blue R. Neils, CPESC, CPMSM 
Saratoga County  
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Intermunicipal Stormwater Management Program         
Coordinator  
Water Quality Coordinating Committee Chair  
518-885-8995 ext.224 
518-885-9078 fax 
 

          SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL        
HOLIDAY PARTY  

Friday - December 6th - at The Hideaway  

          Saratoga Lake Golf Course - Grace Moore Road 
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Rest-Relax-Revitalize as soon summer will be over and 
we begin to enjoy the beautiful fall colors. Share your last 
thoughts of summer and upcoming fall. Send news, infor-
mation, fish and travel tales, events, ideas and any concerns. 
Photos are great too. Submissions to Julie at 
sinnidi@aol.com by noon on Wednesday, September 26. 

Photo Contest Winners to be Announced at 
End of Summer Picnic 

 
     The winners of this 
year's photo contest 
have been chosen. Join 
us at Carson's for the 
End of Summer Picnic. 
We'll announce the 
winners and present 
them with their prizes. 
     Big thanks to all our 
entrants this year. We 
had so many great pho-
tos. We wish we could 
give each one a prize. 
It's a tribute to our cre-
ative members and 
beauty of our shared 
lake. 
     Special thanks to 
Dori Fitzpatrick, this 
year's judge. 
    
    Eliot Cresswell 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/92229.html
mailto:sinnidi@aol.com


Reminders from the DOT 
    As you prepare to close up your property for the winter, 
the DOT likes to remind us all that when cleaning up 
leaves and debris, DO NOT deposit them in roadside 
ditches.  They cause drainage problems as well as icing 
problems. 

     Also remember that boats, trailers, removable docks 
and other similar items must be kept out of the right-of-
way.  If a driver should go off of the road and hit one of 
these the driver could become seriously injured and the 
dock owner may be held liable.   They also pose a danger 
to snow plows in winer.  They need to be moved as far 
away as possible from the edge of pavement.     A mini-
mum of 15 feet from the edge of the pavement would be 
reasonable. 

Dock Brown’s Rocktoberfest  

will be at the Beach Bar Saturday, September 21st.   Music 
starting at 4pm and legendary southern rock band EB Jeb 
headlining at 7pm.  Beer and Brats and giveaways. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!! 

Adopt-A-Highway. Commit to keeping Saratoga Lake, 
our community clean now and for future generations.  

 

     SLA would appreciate the assistance of anyone who 
might be able to donate a hour or two of their time on  
Saturday, September 14th.    We will gather at 9 a.m. at 
the South End Stewart’s (on the corner of Route 9P and 
Lake Road), where will break up into small teams, and 

then fan out to pick-up 
the trash and debris 
which has gathered 
over this past summer, 
from Lake Road, up to 
and across the north 
end bridge.        

     Note that if Satur-
day turns out to be a 
rainy, our cleanup Ef-
fort will be postponed 
to the following day – 

Sunday, September 15th. Also note that orange D.O.T. 
trash collection bags can be provided in advance to any 
individuals who will not be able to participate on the 
14th, but would like to pick-up the accumulated debris 
in the vicinity of their residence, or along specific por-
tions of the road around the lake (or if you’d like to do 
a road that is off     of 9P).    

     Regrettably, I must also take this opportunity to in-
form SLA members and the Saratoga Lake residents, 
that after nearly 8 years of managing and organizing the 
Roadside Clean-Up Effort, next year will be my last. The 
annual (and in recent years, bi-annual) beautification 
effort has helped to maintain the visual condition of the 
roadsides around the lake for nearly 30 years, and it 
would be a shame to see this valuable volunteer-based 
service come to an end. Therefore, I would hope that 
another concerned individual will consider taking over 
and continuing to organize this service - I’m sure that all 
of the lake residents (along with other individuals that 
happen to drive, bike ride, or walk around the lake dur-
ing the summer season) will greatly appreciate it if some-
one would be willing to step up and take over the reins, 
and ensure that this important effort continues in the 
coming years.        

continued 
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     Please contact Tonya Trombley  (call or text          
518–538–2058 or ttt0902@yahoo.com) for additional 
information regarding this Fall’s scheduled clean-up, 
early delivery of orange DOT bags, and/or possible inter-
est in carrying on the tradition of managing future Road-
side Clean-Up efforts.        

     Thanks to all past participants, and to those who will 
offer their time this year –  Tonya Trombley 

mailto:ttt0902@yahoo.com
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Safe Boating America 
 
Here is a great site to use for everything boat safety.  “Safe 
Boating America is the premier source for boating safety, 
education, certification and Captain’s licensing in New 
York, Connecticut and Florida.  On line courses are of-
fered nationwide.” 
 
This is something you may want to bookmark for yourself 
and for your family! 
 
http://www.safeboatingamerica.com/ 

https://fundraise.doublehranch.org/event/2019-aib-nyltcb-golf-
tournament/e232720  

Double H Ranch Charity Golf 
Tournament 

 

 Friday, September 13, 2019  
 

    Advisors Insurance           

   Brokers / NYLTCB 

    23rd Annual Charity Golf 
Tournament at Fairways of 

Halfmoon, Mechanicville, NY 
Benefiting the Double H Ranch 

for Children with Life-
threatening Illnesses  

Join us for Golf 

Sponsorships Available 

Call Melissa Today at 518-688-8115 

 

    Thank you for your support! 
 

 

Advisors Insurance Brokers / NYLTCB  

518-688-8115 / 800-695-8224 x115 

     On August 24th 10 people met to discuss the wherea-
bouts of an Armory that once was in Malta.  Four members 
of The Empire State Metal Detector Association were in 
attendance. 
     The purpose of the session was to lay out a grid in the 
area that will be explored in an attempt to find the armory 
that once existed there. Metal detectors will be used to aid 
in locating the armory. The overall grid was established. 
      A walking survey was also done to see if there were any 
indications of a possible ground disturbance that might 
indicate where a foundation or structure once existed. A 
somewhat rectangular depression was seen in the western 
part of the new grid. 
      We will meet at Malta on September 21, 2019 at 9:00 
AM, weather permitting. The session will be using metal 
detectors, with the participation of members of the Empire 
State Metal Detector Association and others with metal 
detectors. Hopefully there will an area of a heavy concentra-
tion of metal objects, which could indicate where the ar-
mory was located. Non-metal detector individuals are need 
to help with recording artifacts uncovered, marking their 
locations and analyzing and bagging the artifacts. 
(source:  Malta Presbyterian Church newsletter) 

Archaeological Dig for Malta Armory 

With Jim Denison 

http://www.safeboatingamerica.com/
https://fundraise.doublehranch.org/event/2019-aib-nyltcb-golf-tournament/e232720
https://fundraise.doublehranch.org/event/2019-aib-nyltcb-golf-tournament/e232720
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Lake “Seens” by Maria Mahar 

Waterfront Park 

Rainbow stretched from shore to shore 

Catching those late summer breezes 



What's going on at the Stillwater Area     
Community Center 

Back to School 
Now is the time to make your childcare plans for the up-
coming school year. We are accepting registrations for our 
Room To Bloom School-Age Program. Whether you need 
morning care, before and after care or just school vacations, 
we can accommodate!  Stop in and visit us or request an 
enrollment application be emailed to you today!   

Salem, MA Bus Trip 
SACC will be headed to Salem, MA on Saturday, October 
12th. The Bus will depart SACC at 7:00am and will return to 
SACC by 10:30pm. Tickets are just $50 per passenger. 
You don't want to miss out on this witchy opportunity, tickets 
are going fast!   Call Justin in the Main Office to reserve tickets 
today!  (518) 664-2515 

Fitness Room 
The Stillwater Area Community Center invites its residents 
and community members to participate in the new Fitness 
Room located on the 2nd Floor in Room #20. We encour-
age you to take the first step towards a healthy lifestyle by 
participating.  
 
Registrations will be available in the Main Office at SACC. 
Stop in or call for more information!  

Pickleball @ SACC 
Did you know that The Stillwater Area Community Center 
offers an open pickle ball program 3 days a week? 
Stop in and join us as we grow our love and appreciation 
for pickle ball. 
 
Open hours are Tuesday's 9am-12pm & 6pm-8pm 
Thursday's 9am-12pm  
and Sunday's 11am-1pm  

Upcoming News!  
SACC will be releasing exciting news over the next couple of 
weeks. Keep your eye out for some of these amazing pro-
grams.  
-Youth Basketball Registration  
-Family Craft Nights  
-Adult Theater Production and Auditions  
-Teen Takeover 
Information will be released on our website and social media 
platforms!   https://www.sacc.online/ 

Page 6      Shore Lines   September 6, 2019 

 

Takoda Porrazzo's first day in 7th grade at 
Stillwater Central School. This year's activities 
include volleyball, dance and horseback riding.  
(It seems like yesterday that we watched Takoda board 
her first bus to kindergarten) 

https://www.sacc.online/


Saratoga Open Space Preservation  
 

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 
At its regularly schedule meeting on Monday, August 26th 
the Town of Saratoga Zoning Board of Appeals conducted 
a public hearing on an application for an extraordinary 
area variance at 1291 Route 9P. The current parcel of 
9,000 square feet is occupied by an approximately 800 sq ft 
two bedroom home. The applicant wishes to tear down the 
existing home and erect a 4,000 sq ft two story residence. 
Under the zoning code a residence of that size requires a 
lot of 15,000 sq. ft. and the applicant sought a 6,000 
square foot area variance. The applicant was represented by 
George Olsen who is currently a member of the Town 
Planning Board. 
 
 As defined by state law, an “area variance” is “the authori-
zation by the zoning board of appeals for the use of land in 
a manner which is not allowed by the dimensional or phys-
ical requirements of the applicable zoning regulations. In 
making its determination, state law requires the board to 
consider: (1) whether an undesirable change will be pro-
duced in the character of the neighborhood or a detriment 
to nearby properties will be created by the granting of the 
area variance; (2) whether the benefit sought by the appli-
cant can be achieved by some method, feasible for the ap-
plicant to pursue, other than an area variance; (3) whether 
the requested area variance is substantial; (4) whether the 
proposed variance will have an adverse effect or impact on 
the physical or environmental conditions in the neighbor-
hood or district; and (5) whether the alleged difficulty was 
self-created. New York State Town Law Section 267(b)(3) 
explicitly states that, "The board of appeals, in the granting 
of area variances, shall grant the minimum variance that it 
shall deem necessary and adequate and at the same time 
preserve and protect the character of the neighborhood 
and the health, safety and welfare of the community." 
 
Several neighbors, including the owner of the Saratoga 
Lake Motel which sits across from the property, objected to 
the granting of such a considerable departure from the 
dimensional requirements for a house so large. They said it 
would obstruct their lake views, encourage other parcel 
owners to make similar demands and otherwise create an 
undesirable impact the character of the neighborhood.  
 

continued 

Page 7      Shore Lines   September 6, 2019 

They also raised the point that the solution to the own-
er's alleged problem could be addressed by building a 
smaller house more in keeping with the existing neigh-
borhood and such a building would require a much 
smaller or minimum area variance.  At the close of the 
public hearing the board considered the five elements 
enumerated above and unanimously approved the vari-
ance request. The only recourse for surrounding neigh-
bors is to sue the town to overturn this decision. 
 
On another note, you might recall previous appearances 
before the town planning board by applicants seeking a 
special use permit to use an existing barn for wedding 
venues in a rural neighborhood at 727 Lake Avenue/
Route 29. Due to the opposition of several neighbors, 
these applications were denied in the past. Without any 
public notice or contact with neighbors, the venue was 
approved for weddings and other parties last month. 
According to sources informed of the approval, when 
asked how this could happen, the zoning enforcement 
officer advised that we cut them a little slack because 
some people in the town wanted this to happen. So 
much for enforcing the zoning code. Once again, if you 
want the town to enforce the law, it looks like you'll have 
to sue them. 
 
John R. Cashin 

Saratoga Open Space Preservation Committee  

Smart Growth America 

Smart growth is an approach to development that encour-
ages a mix of building types and uses, diverse housing and 
transportation options, development within existing 
neighborhoods, and community engagement.  

This is a great site to learn about community planning, 
growth, and involvement.  We all must do our part to 
make sure our communities remain healthy. 

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/our-vision/what-is-
smart-growth/ 

https://smartgrowthamerica.org/our-vision/what-is-smart-growth/
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/our-vision/what-is-smart-growth/


Apple Cinnamon Pork Roast in Crockpot 

Ingredients 
3-4lb pork roast 
1 apple 
1 onion, slivered 
Honey 
1 tbsp cinnamon 
1 tsp salt 

Directions 
• Slit roast about every quarter inch and insert the 

apple slices.   
• Pour honey over all and sprinkle the cinnamon 

and salt. 
• Cook in crockpot on low for about 3 hours.   

Delish! 

Insurance and Storm       
Preparation 

 
 With the threat of severe 
weather, everyone’s focus turns to prep-
aration.  Generators and bottled water 
are purchased and in some sections of 

the country, homes and businesses are boarded up.  Howev-
er, too few people examine their insurance policies or con-
tact their agent ahead of time to make sure they have ade-
quate coverage in the event that a severe storm damages 
their home or personal property.  Year after year, with 
storms like Hurricane Dorian, people still get caught with-
out coverage and end up paying a severe price. 
 One of the most common misunderstandings     
related to storm damage is 
that homeowners insurance 
does not cover losses from 
flooding.  A separate flood 
policy must be purchased.  It 
is also worth mentioning the 
difference between standard 
homeowner deductibles and 
“hurricane” deductibles.  
Standard deductibles for 
covered losses are usually a 
flat dollar amount, like $500 or $1,000, while hurricane 
deductibles are usually between 1% to 5% of a home’s in-
sured value, which could mean thousands more in recovery 
costs. 
 In New York, there is no standard criteria for 
whether a storm qualifies as a hurricane or not.  Different 
insurance companies apply different standards to the de-
ductible in their policies.  If you don’t know what your in-
surer’s standard is, contact your Independent Insurance 
Agent so they can review your policy with you. 
 Some people also believe that if the worst does oc-
cur, there will be a financial safety net in the form of recov-
ery aid from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
(FEMA).  The fallacy here is that this aid comes in the form 
of loans that must be repaid with interest.  And not every-
one qualifies to receive it. 
 When storm damage makes it necessary to leave 
your home temporarily, your homeowners policy does cover 
the costs necessary to maintain your normal standard of liv-
ing for such things as meals, lodging, transportation, etc.  
Just make sure to keep receipts so you can present them to 
the claims adjustor for reimbursement.  Remember, it’s up 
to you to make your claim, not the insurance company.   
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There are many other wrinkles in insurance policies when 
dealing with storm damage and recovery, such as food 
spoilage, power loss and debris removal.  These conditions 
are not always as clear as they may seem.  Call your Inde-
pendent Insurance Agent so that they can review your 
policy with you.  That way, you’ll know what you need, 
what to expect and how best to prepare. 
 
Kevin Connors is a Certified Insurance 
Counselor and licensed Property/Casualty 
and Life Insurance Agent with The Con-
nors Insurance Agency in Mechanicville, 
NY.  Mr. Connors can be reached at  
(518)664-7307 or  
KConnors@Connorsgroup.com 

In the Kitchen with Donna Bove 



Remember when ducks were skittish?  Looks like times have 
changed with this group.  Scarlett and Quiedo Carbone had a 
visit from some very friendly feathered friends.  Quiedo said,” we 
discovered how tame they were when we got duck pellets to feed 
them.  We know that bread is bad for the ducks.”  Quiedo and 
Scarlett are summertime residents at the north end.  
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Last week was National 

Dog Recognition Week.  

We received this photo  

poster from a disgruntled 

feline friend! 



Summer is winding down and Sustainable Saratoga is gearing up for a 
busy autumn filled with activities. We hope you will join us for a fund-
raiser at Caffè Lena on Saturday, September 28 from 1 pm until 3 pm. 
We are planning numerous educational events this Fall, as well as our 
popular Saratoga Recycles Day on October 26. See below for details on 
these events and more.  

As part of Saratoga Peace Week, we invite you to explore the intersection of two of the major challenges to world peace in 
the 21st century - human migration and climate change. The event is from 7 pm to 9 pm in the Davis Auditorium at Skid-
more College. The discussion will be led by Climate Reality Project leaders and a panel of experts from regional colleges. 
This event is co-sponsored by Skidmore College Environmental Studies and Sciences Program, Saratoga Immigration Coa-
lition, Saratoga Unites, Sustainable Saratoga, Social Justice Committee of Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Sarato-
ga Springs, and the Environmental Action Team at the Presbyterian—New England Congregational Church.   

Monday, September 23: Human Migration & Climate Change  

Saratoga Recycles Day is Saturday, October 26 from 9 am until 2 pm in the SPAC parking lot on the west side of 
Route 50. Re-purpose your unwanted items while also protecting the environment and keeping things out of landfills. 
 
NEW THIS YEAR - We have a completely new traffic pattern and increased electronics collection capacity to deal with the 
popularity of this event. We have expanded our partnerships to include two new non-profits: the Saratoga Springs Lions 
Club and Her Treasure Box. 
 
WHEN: Saturday, October 26 from 9 AM -- 2 PM                              WHERE: SPAC Parking Lot, west side of Route 50 
COST: $5 per vehicleClothing & Household Textiles (any condition) 
• Electronics & Appliances for recycling 
• Scrap Metal 
• TVs and Monitors will have a $20/each charge 
• Bicycles 
• Eyeglasses & Hearing Aids 
• Fabric, Notions, & Art supplies (cloth, yarn, craft paper, frames, buttons, canvas, scissors, thread, craft books, patterns, 
stamps and jewelry supplies) 
Visit our website for complete details about what we are collecting.  
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Sustainable Saratoga is an 

environment forward organ-

ization that we will hear a 

lot about in the coming 

weeks and months.    We 

will print information that 

is submitted so stay tuned! 

https://sustainablesaratoga.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed87eb7a21b2142e5b6a93619&id=f71c1bada4&e=6512990d62
https://sustainablesaratoga.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed87eb7a21b2142e5b6a93619&id=7a808b50c1&e=6512990d62
https://sustainablesaratoga.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed87eb7a21b2142e5b6a93619&id=0c58ab5aea&e=6512990d62
https://sustainablesaratoga.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed87eb7a21b2142e5b6a93619&id=0c58ab5aea&e=6512990d62
https://sustainablesaratoga.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed87eb7a21b2142e5b6a93619&id=0be6ed89f6&e=6512990d62
https://sustainablesaratoga.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed87eb7a21b2142e5b6a93619&id=c7e2df0e2b&e=6512990d62


Malta Community Center 
Dancing Thru The Decades Dance        
Party!!!  Saturday, September 28           

6:00-9:00pm 
  

     Dance the night away with music from the ’40s thru 
today! 
     Our dance instructor, Roseanne Clavin, will get the 
party started by leading popular dances from every gen-
eration! Come dressed in your favorite era! (encouraged 
but not required)   
 

DANCE CONTESTS COSTUME CONTESTS 
GROUP DANCES REFRESHMENTS 

 
For 18+  Registration required:  Resident: $5           
NonResident: $6 
518-664-2515 

Summer is over!?! 

Thanks to all of the families who made our library a fun 
place to escape this summer!  have a great back to school ad-
venture and we'll see you when life calms down.  :) 

Children's Programs: 

Choose what works best for you: 

Pre-K Story Time: Tuesdays at 11:30am, learn the basics or 
just get a little extra practice!  ABC123 

After School Storytime: Wednesdays at 3:30pm, come right 
after school for a healthy snack and some stories and to tell 
Ms. Carol how your classroom is! 

Evening Stories for Littles: 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 
6:30pm, a traditional story time with pictures books and a 
matching activity 

STEM time: 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6:30pm for kids in 3rd 
grade and up, programming based on science, technology, 
engineering, and math. 

Toddler Time: Fridays at 11:00am, a perfect play-date for 
your littlest ones and for parents to share hints and tips on 
how to problem solve 

Teen Programs: 

Homework Help: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 3:00pm-
5:00pm - don't go it alone, ask your questions and get it 
done! 

Dungeons and Dragons: Tuesday and Thursday 3:00pm-
5:00pm - join us for the oldest game in the book.  Are you an 
elf, mage, warrior, dwarf?  

Book Chat: 2nd Wednesdays at 5:00pm - join us to talk 
about what you have been reading and see what others 
thought about it too. 

Crafts: 4th Wednesdays at 5:00pm - different crafts each 
month, stop in to see what Michele has planned! 

Game Nights: 1st and 3rd Fridays from 
5:00pm-8:00pm 

Book Club Meetings 

1st Mondays at 1:00pm:  
Book Talk - read what you want and join us to share! 

 

1st Wednesdays at 7:00pm: Cookbook Club - 
Hattie's Restaurant Cookbook by Jasper Alexander  

 
2nd Mondays at 7:00pm:  
Charlie's Non-Fiction Book Club - The Library 
Book by Susan Orlean 

 
3rd Tuesdays at 7:00pm: Evening Book Club -
 Shutter Island by Dennis Lehane  
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Stillwater Public Library 

http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=-2FZ7FB3IkqwCpY8tmS6RGLRwMJu-2B4PtKm3plMj4gftVrHCBj-2BlqhS-2FfTSuOZj-2Fl8tNAqHTZDfx5ladbIDcBuPSg-3D-3D_SYLmMkOUHJ0eTGxuTy1WBJB0g0dbcfrB93G-2FYQx4wfbeh0ned9l34LSftStb8esZze2Ovv8Z51D-2BjW5rVKXYSLJJXJ1VZeFCbIcAXBvDOXod6RrH4fCI
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=-2FZ7FB3IkqwCpY8tmS6RGLRwMJu-2B4PtKm3plMj4gftVqnH-2FklvCiNtTTt4EVKKsReMbl7ZglfNuBjL7-2FdpEwBpK5bmg08k4TUbV-2B6QldemBM-3D_SYLmMkOUHJ0eTGxuTy1WBJB0g0dbcfrB93G-2FYQx4wfbeh0ned9l34LSftStb8esZze2Ovv8Z51D-2BjW5rVKXYSLJJXJ1VZeFCbI
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=-2FZ7FB3IkqwCpY8tmS6RGLRwMJu-2B4PtKm3plMj4gftVqnH-2FklvCiNtTTt4EVKKsRe48jHzpQxFHmviyKpmUhHVG2Q-2Bwxr4vWGNjYUTInKLmyStJxru-2BBhD53QiDDWBVOR_SYLmMkOUHJ0eTGxuTy1WBJB0g0dbcfrB93G-2FYQx4wfbeh0ned9l34LSftStb8esZze2Ovv8Z51D-2BjW5r
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=-2FZ7FB3IkqwCpY8tmS6RGLZRM2g33yFVHm08OqlmpFgccaAHE65yHzViNMRjLgBps2Hn1-2FoeeKv1P6bfIKjgGqcSnOa66XCcGTFNP8mHBzt4Agf9iWWOUNmZjzyDronZQ9vcyJhse-2BQNmdAjYT7D7eoPonYlOlVOYnJTubXyJ2SXPc-2B7cWTLFZhqTssOu-2F33faMW2qxWFzDRd10YT1aIOJ
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=-2FZ7FB3IkqwCpY8tmS6RGLZRM2g33yFVHm08OqlmpFgccaAHE65yHzViNMRjLgBps2Hn1-2FoeeKv1P6bfIKjgGqcSnOa66XCcGTFNP8mHBzt4Agf9iWWOUNmZjzyDronZQ9vcyJhse-2BQNmdAjYT7D7eoPonYlOlVOYnJTubXyJ2SXPc-2B7cWTLFZhqTssOu-2F33faMW2qxWFzDRd10YT1aIOJ
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=-2FZ7FB3IkqwCpY8tmS6RGLRwMJu-2B4PtKm3plMj4gftVqnH-2FklvCiNtTTt4EVKKsReOaQ4THFTtz7VlymMvzEBJCIRn9cziDPsg5CiXwHBJ0U-3D_SYLmMkOUHJ0eTGxuTy1WBJB0g0dbcfrB93G-2FYQx4wfbeh0ned9l34LSftStb8esZze2Ovv8Z51D-2BjW5rVKXYSLJJXJ1VZeFCbIcAXB


Friends of the Kayaderosseras 

September 7th  
9:00am-12:00pm 

 
Join us for our second annual bike ride along the creek!  

14/30/50 mile routes.  

 
REGISTER HERE!  

 
Free lunch hosted by Friends of the Kayaderosseras and 

the Town of Greenfield. 
  

Questions?  Email pedalthecreek@kayadeross.org 
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Right:  A dramatic cloud formation over the lake 

taken from Carson’s by Neal Kramer.  > 

Photo by Nick Annotto 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pA-960CwbyloedmZSJFF8lHOl3FoDaqlm14NKZm286exyFdMeYtrLVVWPYZ4wnUHeMkVSJsSABIHY6ydU3vTR1dWLtNzHquGknIfJespH6RMCr0SIVClneAGpbgA4gkzMoaEiGdQmrr38_6RCRk98EIfgPeq3878yP_eKrEVU0E=&c=3gSHYuypC6AmpPDFfMzZtORiOibaEJktlWkbbb1VVvspHFeHbyS2K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pA-960CwbyloedmZSJFF8lHOl3FoDaqlm14NKZm286exyFdMeYtrLVVWPYZ4wnUHeMkVSJsSABIHY6ydU3vTR1dWLtNzHquGknIfJespH6RMCr0SIVClneAGpbgA4gkzMoaEiGdQmrr38_6RCRk98EIfgPeq3878yP_eKrEVU0E=&c=3gSHYuypC6AmpPDFfMzZtORiOibaEJktlWkbbb1VVvspHFeHbyS2K
mailto:pedalthecreek@kayadeross.org


Considering a Backyard Fire Pit? Here’s What You Should Know 
 Tom Rinaldi, Stillwater Fire District/Arvin Hart Fire Company 

 
     No longer will a wood deck with a barbecue do for many homeowners wanting to enjoy their back yards. These days, accessorizing means 
amenities like ponds, flower beds, vegetable gardens, outdoor kitchens, and, increasingly, fire pits that crackle and glow. 
     One reason for fire pits’ appeal?  A fire pit can extend back yard use through the coming fall.  In fact, fire pits have become so popular 
that some builders construct them as part of the package for their higher-priced homes. 
 
Things to consider when adding a fire pit 
Of course, a fire pit can be had without spending top dollar. Because styles, sizes, and materials abound, your choices should be based on 
your space at hand, budget and, of course, local ordinances. (Some municipalities ban open burning of any kind.) 
Here’s what else to consider before planning a fire pit and dreaming of cool, moonlit nights with some s’mores: 

How much to spend.  Costs can be as low as $100 if you plan for a small fire pit, buy 
your own stones and dig the hole yourself; or if you purchase a packaged unit at your 
local building supply store. But they certainly can also go up to several thousand dollars, 
especially when decks and built in seating is added.  
 
Permanent vs. portable. A good way to begin planning is to think in terms of perma-
nence;: do you want a fire pit that is built in — a focal point in the yard — or something 
that’s lightweight and potentially portable, so you can take it where you want your gath-
ering?  Regardless of which way you go, you need to ensure that you’re using proper 
stones and materials something that won’t deteriorate or spall when the fire is added. 
 
Wood or gas. While there are alternate fuel types like gel fuels, wood or propane gas 
seem to be the most common choices.  Those who favor a true outdoor smell usually prefer burning real logs, but that requires 
keeping flames going and not letting sparks escape using a recommended screen.  It also requires a steady supply of firewood.  An 
alternative is to use gas or propane for an instant fire—maybe even powered with a remote switch–though it’s not as hot as a 
wood fire and you don’t get the same crackle and smoke.  Some dual-fuel fire bowls and tables let you do both; and you can design 
a built-in fire pit to do the same if you have the inclination and budget. 
 
What to set it on. It’s best to set a set a portable fire pit atop a natural surface such as concrete, stone, gravel, brick, slate, or a fire-
resistant composite, the experts say. Putting it on a wood deck can be dangerous if embers fly. A permanent stone type wood burn-
ing fire pit is typically built on a base of gravel somewhere in the back yard. 
 
Where to set up your fire pit. Many communities require a minimum of a 10-foot distance from your house and neighbors’ yards. 
Some don’t require a permit if the fire pit fits within set size requirements; others require a site inspection from local fire officials to 
make sure your proposed location is safe (away from fences, structures, overhanging branches, etc). And, some communities have 
outright bans on open fires.  Check with local officials before you do anything. 
 
Safety tips to keep in mind 
A fire of any kind-small or roaring big-demands serious attention to safety we offer the following fire pit safety advice: 

• Check wind direction and strength before you light a fire 
• Never use flammable fluids (gasoline, lighter fluid, etc) to light or relight fires 
• Don’t wear flammable clothing (like nylon) or any loose-fit clothing 
• Avoid using soft woods like pine or cedar, because they can “pop” and throw sparks. 
• Know how to safely dispose of ashes, we recommend a metal container with a metal top, and then should be stored outside never on a 

flammable surface. 
 
     Please keep in mind, that if the Fire Department is contacted and determines your situation to be a fire hazard, the Fire Department can 
require you to extinguish your fire 
     Preservative treated wood should not be burned. For many years, the most common preservative mixture used for treated wood was CCA, 
a combination of chromium, copper and arsenic. When wood treated with this preservative is burned, some of the arsenic is released into 
the air with the fly ash, and the rest is concentrated in the ash that remains in the fireplace. Newer preservative formulations that do not contain 
arsenic have largely replaced CCA, but it is still not recommended that they be burned, its best to place it in the trash. 

It may also be a good idea to check in with an insurance agent to understand any potential impact a fire pit may 
have on your coverage, if by chance you damage a neighbor’s property. 
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Saratoga Lake Protection and Improvement 
District (SLPID) 

 
     SLPID has completed a very comprehensive newsletter 
that you can access on line by clicking on the link below.  
Some of the highlights include: 
 
• Fishing on Saratoga Lake 
 
• Algal Blooms on Saratoga Lake 
 
• Saratoga Lake Watershed 
 
• Impacts Property Owners Have Living Within a Water-

shed 
 
• Take the Pledge 
 
file:///C:/Users/Sharon.officePC/AppData/Local/
Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/
UOOWI6G1/SLPID%20Newsletter%2020192.pdf 

Department of Transportation Looking to 
Hire 500 New Employees 

 
     The New York State Department of Transportation is 
actively preparing for the inevitable arrival of winter weath-
er by making applications available for approximately 500 
positions as permanent and seasonal maintenance staff 
across the state. 
     Each September, the Department begins to hire and 
train staff on equipment and best practices, with the aim 
of having them ready to plow snow as soon as winter 
weather begins. 
     Employees can expect a base salary plus likely overtime 
pay, training provided by highly professional and experi-
enced equipment operator instructors and storm manag-
ers, and an allowance for footwear.  
     “Our maintenance workers are the heart and soul of 
everything we do at DOT, especially during New York’s 
harsh winter season,” NYSDOT Commissioner Marie 
Therese Dominguez stated. 
     “They play a vital role during and after winter storms, 
clearing snow and ice to enhance highway safety, maintain-
ing access for first responders and, in smaller storms, allow-
ing businesses to remain open so the public can get the 
goods and services they need. We are seeking hard-
working, dedicated professionals to join our team who take 
pride in what they do and positively impact the traveling 
public,” Dominguez added.  
     Applications are being accepted for the Highway 
Maintenance Worker Trainee positions. To apply, a candi-
date must be at least 18-years-old, pass a physical and drug 
test, have a valid, clean Class A or B commercial driver 
license, and be certified to operate DOT heavy dump 
trucks within two weeks after start of employment.  
     Those hired will be trained and evaluated on several 
pieces of essential equipment and are expected to perform 
productive work while gaining experience. Physical labor is 
required, as is work with backhoes, front end loaders, 
stump grinders and other heavy equipment, while being 
trained on more complex equipment.  
     Returning seasonal employees and retirees qualify for 
the Highway Maintenance Worker 1 position. Those em-
ployees are expected to operate a variety of equipment, 
including hydraulic excavators, graders, bulldozers, and 
more, and are required to perform other maintenance ac-
tivities, such as mounting and dismounting plows, making 
small equipment repairs and changing oil. Temporary em-
ployment often leads to a permanent position for the right 
candidates.  
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During the winter, maintenance workers primarily assist 
in snow and ice removal, but also are expected to per-
form general highway repairs and maintenance such as 
cold patching. Shifts vary depending on location, but run 
from early morning to early afternoon, and from early 
afternoon to late evening. During storms, those eight-
hour shifts can be extended to form two, 12-hour shifts 
to ensure 24 hour a day, seven day a week snow and ice 
response. 
     The State Department of Transportation employs 
approximately 3,700 full time snow and ice operators 
and supervisors, as well as an estimated 300 seasonal op-
erators. They are responsible for pre-treating, plowing 
and removing ice from more than 36,000 miles of road-
way.  
     DOT intends to hire permanent and temporary 
maintenance workers across the state, including 65 in the 
Capital Region.  
     Additionally, the Department is hiring 12 mechanics, 
including four on Long Island, three in the Hudson Val-
ley, two in the Finger Lakes, two in Western NY and one 
in Central NY. For mechanic hiring.  
     Qualified candidates interested in keeping the high-
ways safe this winter can find more information about 
the positions available and how to apply at https://
www.dot.ny.gov/jobs/perm_positions/highway-
maintenance-worker. 
(Record Newspaper, September 3, 2019) 

file:///C:/Users/Sharon.officePC/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UOOWI6G1/SLPID%20Newsletter%2020192.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Sharon.officePC/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UOOWI6G1/SLPID%20Newsletter%2020192.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Sharon.officePC/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UOOWI6G1/SLPID%20Newsletter%2020192.pdf
https://www.dot.ny.gov/jobs/perm_positions/highway-maintenance-worker
https://www.dot.ny.gov/jobs/perm_positions/highway-maintenance-worker
https://www.dot.ny.gov/jobs/perm_positions/highway-maintenance-worker

