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Back to School 
 

Some kids are smarter than you are. 
Some kids have cooler clothes than you. 
Some kids are better at sports than you. 

IT DOESN’T MATTER!! 
You have YOUR thing too. 

Be the kid who can GET ALONG. 
Be the kid who is GENEROUS. 

Be the kid who is HAPPY 
for others. 

Be the kid who does the 
right thing. 

Be the NICE KID! 

Wrapping up Summer 
You can never appreciate the shade of a tree unless you sweat in the sun 

Bon Voyage to Summer Picnic 
 
     If you have not yet responded to the Events Commit-
tee’s invitation to attend the picnic on Sunday, September 

9th at Dock Brown’s, the deadline is tomorrow!  If 
you plan on attending, please contact Dianne Fedoronko 
at fedosaratoga@netscape.net. 

As we wrap up summer, reflect on the great times had 
at the lake — the get togethers, the big fish you caught, 
the neighborhood chatter, your vacation, news, and 
getting your children ready to go back to school.  Don’t 
forget Shore Lines when you have photos and news to 
share with the lake community.  Submissions to Julie at 
sinnidi@aol.com by noon on September 20th. 

Message from the President 
 
    The summer and boating season are coming to an end, 
and our Events Committee has planned another fine end-
of-summer picnic.   
     As I reflect on this summer, it seems different than the 
past:  more hot 90F days, lots of rainy days, and windy 
days.  Although there has been a lot of rain at times (7 
inches in my rain gauge one day), we can be thankful that 
the lake level has been controlled very well -- a huge im-
provement over a few years ago.  Also, to my knowledge 
there have been no urgent issues like big sewage spills or 
algae blooms at our lake.   
     The SLA Board has taken in three brand new board 
members this summer, and I'm optimistic that new mem-
bers will bring new ideas and initiatives.  You are also wel-
come to contact board members or committee chairs with 
your ideas or issues. 
 
Tom Bonds 

Please Volunteer some time for the 
Adopt-a-Highway Program 

 
     The Adopt-a-Highway program offers several benefits to 
its community including a clean environment, civic pride 
to the community, serve as a reminder not to litter and, 
especially for us, prevent litter from getting into Saratoga 
Lake. Did you know that 53% of roadside litter is attribut-
ed to motorists?  According to a survey by the EPA, 40% of 
the Rivers and Lakes in the U.S. are now considered too 
polluted for fishing and swimming.  Let's not become part 
of that statistic! 
     The 2018 fall roadside cleanup effort has been sched-
uled for Saturday, September 22nd. We will gather at      
9 a.m. at the South end Stewart's, where will we will have 
an energizing snack, sign in and break up into small teams. 
     Orange DOT trash collection bags can be provided in 
advance to any individual who would like to participate at 
earlier time /day.  Please contact Tonya Trombley at     
518-538- 2058 or ttt0902@yahoo.com if interested in par-
ticipating, for additional information or for early delivery 
of orange DOT bags. 

mailto:ttt0902@yahoo.com


News from the Saratoga Open Space    
Preservation Committee 

 
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 
     As previously advised, last night the Town of Stillwater 
Planning Board held public hearings on two subdivision 
projects, Winding Brook and White Sulfur Springs. Public 
comments at the meeting were really of no consequence as 
these projects have already been approved by the Town 
Board through Planned Development District legislation. 
Nevertheless, the Planning Board went through the mo-
tions of patiently listening to residents' questions and con-
cerns. Many residents expressed skepticism that the addi-
tion of 97 new homes will have no material impact on traf-
fic on Route 9P. As each project does its own traffic study, 
stormwater assessment, and tree removal impacts, there is 
no assessment of the cumulative impacts from multiple 
subdivisions within an individual municipality or across the 
lake watershed.  
     Despite the prior approvals by the town board, however, 
some amendments were made to both projects after the 
Planning Board expressed a few objections at the July 23rd 
meeting. Subsequent meetings were held with the Town's 
Building Department leading to these changes.  The 
amendments to the 76 condominium project Winding 
Brook were principally cosmetic and included moving the 
mailboxes and erecting a fence above the retaining wall. 
The changes to the White Sulfur Springs proposal were 
more substantive and included an expansion of the Open 
Space buffer zone above Route 9P from 200 feet to 260 
feet.  This buffer zone will be included in the set aside 
Open Space controlled by the Home Owners Association 
and not by individual homeowners on that steeply sloped 
ridge. There is also the addition of stormwater swales to 
mitigate erosion and accelerated water flow. These are posi-
tive developments and should lessen the risk flooding on 
9P.  
     Water retention basins, however, do not change the 
content of the runoff from impervious services like streets, 
roof tops, driveways and fertilized lawns. They merely slow 
the progress of the water flowing into Saratoga Lake. Run-
off from residential developments contains 11 times more  
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nutrients and pollution from fertilizer, pet waste, automo-
bile leakage and other contaminants than that of forested 
areas. In other words, the lake will get the same amount of 
nutrients in one year from a residential development that 
it now gets over an eleven year period from the forested  
areas they replace. How much can the lake continue to 
absorb without further deterioration?   
     We are on a slippery slope and the municipalities in the 
lake watershed need to recognize there should be limits on 
developments, particularly on the scale we are seeing in the 
Towns of Stillwater and Saratoga. Unfortunately, our 
town's elected officials seem wedded to developments and 
the real estate interests behind them while ignoring the 
repeatedly expressed concerns of residents.  Only citizen 
activism can mitigate the damage this will cause to the ru-
ral character and quality of live we moved here to enjoy.    
Please spread the word. 
 
Best wishes for an enjoyable Labor Day weekend. 
Kind regards, 
John R. Cashin 
Saratoga Open Space Preservation Committee  

On Monday, August 27, 2018  a Planning Board meeting 
was held in the Town of Stillwater.   
 
Public Hearings: 
 
• Winding Brook PDD Site Plan  
     Review, Walden Circle 
• Winding Brook Minor Subdivision, 
      Route 423 
• White Sulphur Springs Cluster/ 
      Conservation Subdivision   
 
Listed above were the topics for public comments.  At the 
conclusion of the meeting it was announced that anyone 
who has questions, comments, or issues of concern to 
email them by September 6th to: 
        pmale@stillwaterny.org 
        lzepko@stillwaterny.org 
 
This is an opportunity to express yourself regarding these 
proposed projects.   

An Issue that Matters 

mailto:pmale@stillwaterny.org
mailto:lzepko@stillwaterny.org


     Hurricane Irene formed from a tropical wave in the Atlantic Ocean on August 21, 2011.  It reached winds of 120 mph 
but then began to gradually weaken and become a tropical storm.  On August 28, 2011 Irene made its way to New York 
causing heavy damage, much of it due to flooding.   Irene was ranked one of the costliest in the history of New York.  
Here are some photos that were submitted by our members and featured in Shore Lines.  

Eileen Seery sent in photos of her area at 

the south end that was completely flooded. 

Steve Bleznyk sent in several photos taken in the 

Meadowshore Community (south end).  Not only 

did that area get dock and boat damage and flood-

ing, but it looks like every weed that broke loose 

ended up there! 
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A Look Back at Hurricane Irene 



Penny Cronin showed her area on Fathom 

Drive (east shore).  Folks scrambled to 

weigh down docks and secure boats. 

Kathy Mason took photos while 

kayaking on the west shoreline.  It’s 

good to see that our flags survived 

on their own little island. 
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A front and back view of Doc and Patti Salvatore’s 

home at the south end. 
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More photos of the south end sent in by Donna Bove 

show the tons of weeds that piled up on their shore-

lines. 



3 Renters Insurance Myths 
 
     With more than 43 million 
renter-occupied units, the number 
of renters in the United States is at 
an all-time high, according to data 
from the U.S. Census Bureau.  
However, according to an Insur-
ance Information Institute poll, 
only 41% of renters carry renters’ 
insurance, a substantial difference 

from 95% of homeowners who carry homeowners’ insur-
ance policies. 
     Some common myths regards renters insurance is that 
the landlord’s insurance policy will cover a renter’s personal 
belongings in the event of a fire or theft.  The truth is the 
landlord’s policy will cover the owners’ dwelling and will not 
extend coverage to the possessions owned by the tenant.  
Another myth is that renters’ insurance is expensive.  De-
pending on the amount of coverage, a typical renters’ policy 
costs less than $20 per month.  A third myth is that renters’ 
insurance coverage is limited.  Renters insurance provides 
you with personal liability coverage for both bodily injury 
and property damage that you become legally obligated to 
pay.  It provides coverage for the loss or damage of your per-
sonal property in the event of a covered loss, such as theft, 
fire, lightning, wind, hail, frozen pipes and vandalism.  In 
addition, it would provide coverage if you were forced to 
temporarily move due to a covered loss and provides cover-
age inside your vehicle or away from your premises if your 
property is damaged or lost. 
     The most common renters’ insurance claims in 2017 
were theft, water damage, fire and smoke damage, liability 
and wind related claims.  If you rent and do not currently 
have coverage, contact your Independent Insurance Agent, 
who would be more than happy to walk you through the 
process and provide you with a quote. 
     Kevin Connors is a Certified Insurance Counselor and 
licensed Property/Casualty and Life Insurance Agent with 
The Connors Insurance Agency in Mechanicville, NY.     
Mr. Connors can be reached at (518)664-7307 or        
KConnors@Connorsgroup.com 
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Malta Parks, Recreation & Human Services 

There are so many activities available in Malta for children 
from one to one hundred.  Check out their complete Fall 2018 
Guide at www.maltaparksrec.com. 
 
A couple of items of interest (full details at above      ad-
dress) 
• Defensive Driving Courses offered:  September 15, 

October 20 and November 17. 
• 30th Annual Malta Community Day, Saturday,   Sep-

tember 8, Shenantaha Creek Park. 
• Malta Summer Concert Series: Wednesday         eve-

nings from 6-8 pm at the Malta Community  Center. 
• Malta Veterans Recognition Brunch, Panza’s       Res-

taurant, October 16, 10 am to 12 noon. 
• Autumn Walk the Cemetery Tour.  A historical per-

spective guided tour, Saturday, October 20th. 
• And so much more……………….check out their web 

site. 

One of our members sent in this photo of trash he 
pulled out of the lake.  When is it enough?  If you see 
someone throwing trash in the lake, get their registra-
tion numbers and turn them in.  These are not resi-
dents…...these are visitors who use our lake but don’t 
have a vested interest in protecting it, nor do they   
respect it. 



Beef Roast with Mushroom Gravy in Crockpot 

This recipe is one I made.  Really easy and sooo delicious! 
 
• Flour a 3 1/2 to 4 lb eye of round roast. 
• Sear it on the stovetop.  (I put a liner in my crockpot 

for easy cleaning). 
• Add 1 box (26 oz) beef stock. 
• Add roast and season with sea salt, ground black pep-

percorns and garlic-sea salt. 
• Cook on low about 8 hours. 
Then, I take out the roast, strain the juice and put it in a 
small pan on stove, adding a little cornstarch and water to 
thicken and let simmer several minutes.  In a small fry pan, 
saute a pack of sliced fresh mushrooms in a little oil, butter 
and garlic.  Add the mushrooms to the gravy and pour over 
roast.  Delicious! 
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In the Kitchen with Donna Bove Power up your brain with Jumping Jacks! 
(Kallie Kristensen, Women’s World) 

 
     Routine exercise in the morning pays off big time by 
keeping your brain sharp for 
years to come, say American 
Academy of Neurology ex-
perts.  In a study of 867 folks 
over age 65, those who did 
high-intensity exercise, such 
as jumping jacks, had the 
brain function of people a 
full decade younger!  “The 
main memory center of the brain, the hippocampus, 
actually increases in size with regular exercise,” says     
Dr. Sowa, who suggests fitting in 30 minutes of aerobic 
activity five days a week for optimal brainpower. 

“To Succeed in life, you need three things:  a wishbone, a backbone and 

a funny bone.”  — Reba McEntire 

Stillwater Library introduces:                    
Little Rocks,  Big Vibes 

 
     A small initiative to com-
bine travel & exploration with 
creativity and spread-
ing positivity throughout our 
community & ones we may 
visit! 
     The task: collect & paint 
various rocks with empowering, 
witty, fun messages and relocate 
them while traveling from place to place.  
     You can paint on your own or during meetings once a 
month at the library - or both! 
      The mission: to spread good vibes, happy thoughts, 
warm fuzzies - whatever you want to call it, wherever we 
may go! 
 
3rd Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 
#littlerocksbigvibes #stillwaterNYlibrary 



ARVIN HART FIRE COMPANY SHORT SUBJECTS 
 
     As the summer of 2018 comes to a close, the Fire Company’s fund drive is ongoing and we want to thank all of our 
residents for their donations and if you haven’t sent in your generous donation to support our activities it is always wel-
come at PO Box 288, Stillwater, NY 12170 
     Fire prevention week is October 7th through the 13th and this year’s campaign is “Look, Listen & Learn. Fire Can 
Happen Anywhere.” 
  
• LOOK for places fire could start. Take a good look around your home. Identify potential fire hazards and take care 

of them. 
 
• LISTEN for the sound of the smoke alarm. You could have only seconds to escape safely once the smoke alarm 

sounds.  Go to your outside meeting place, which should be a safe distance from the home and where everyone 
should know to meet. 

 
• LEARN two ways out of every room and make sure all doors and windows leading outside open easily and are free of 

clutter. 
 
     The number one cause of fires in the home continues to be cooking fires.  This is usually caused by unattended cook-
ing or from falling asleep after placing something on the stove or in the oven. 
     Numbers on homes are always an issue and probably always will be.  House numbers by code are suppose to be 4” 
high, visible from the road, should be on both sides of your mail box, (not on the front), and should also not be the same 
or similar color as the background.  Most important, they should be able to be seen in all light conditions, especially 
those rainy dark nights.  The firefighters know the roads in the town, but it’s impossible to locate all the homes quickly 
without visible numbers.  We are hoping that someday we will have the technology that will use GPS to direct us to your 
door, but we are not there yet.  If you have called us, wave us down, don’t just stand there looking as we go by — get excit-
ed and throw your hands in the air. 
     There are misconceptions about sprinkler systems, especially residential systems.  In the movies when a sprinkler sys-
tem goes off, all the heads activate at once, everyone gets wet very dramatically,  but that’s not really how it works.  On 
TV the hero runs through the smoke and flame to rescue his true love — nope, not gonna happen.  On TV, firefighters 
go into a building without air packs on or coats not buttoned  —  nope, doesn’t work that way.  On TV fires last forever 
and then go out all of a sudden  —  nope, we don’t have the instant fire out switch.  Residential sprinklers are part of the 
plumbing system and are designed to use minimal water to enable you to escape, normally one maybe two heads at the 
most operate.  When it reaches 155 degrees at the ceiling, a quick response sprinkler head will activate, knocking down 
the fire, giving you a path to escape and limiting damage, usually in a matter of seconds.  It’s like having a fire depart-
ment parked in your home.  If the fire is allowed to grow, we will use thousands of gallons of water to extinguish it caus-
ing additional water damage.  Let’s see, sprinkler head at 16 gallons per minute, or hose line at 265 gallons per minute – 
the choice is yours.  Think about residential sprinklers as an option when building a new home, the life you have may be 
your own.  Builders and realtors have been programmed to talk you out of this lifesaving option, they cost less than gran-
ite countertops and will save the life of your family and limit damage. 
     What is a volunteer firefighter worth?  If you had to replace them with a paid staff each one is worth at least $80,000 
annually.  In Stillwater alone, our budget would skyrocket and as a result of having to hire paid staff so would your fire 
tax.  Many volunteer departments are at a critical point, we don’t get many new volunteers and those we do have are get-
ting older every year and cannot perform some of the critical duties such as interior firefighting, it’s a younger person’s 
job.  All of our firefighters are required to take annual physicals and many cannot be cleared for interior duties but can 
work on the exterior as apparatus operators or support staff.  Come ride with us.  Not everyone needs to be an interior 
firefighter.  There’s a job for everyone. 
 
Tom Rinaldi, Commissioner  
Stillwater Fire District/Arvin Hart Fire Company 
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Proposed Spa City charter could add 2 members to council 
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180822/
proposed-spa-city-charter-could-add-2-members-to-council 
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In the News Yaddo Garden Tours 
 
     The roses begin to bloom in mid-June and are at peak 
from about the third week of June through July, and then 
peak again in mid- to late-August. The rock garden is in 
bloom from mid-June through mid-September. 
     Summer drop-in tours of the Yaddo Gardens are of-
fered on Saturdays and Sundays through September 2 for 
$10 per person. Visitors should meet at the main garden 
gate at 11 AM. 
     Docent-led garden tours for private groups of eight 
visitors or more may be arranged by contacting the Yaddo 
Office at 518-584-0746. 
     During racing season, special “ghost tours” are offered 
on Tuesday evenings, from July 24 through August 28, at 
5 PM, for $10 per person. From September 21 through 
October 28, the $10 ghost tours resume on Friday and 
Saturday evenings at 5 PM. Visitors should meet in the 
garden parking lot at 5 PM. No reservation is required. 
(submitted by Judith Banks) 

Saturday September 1st   Bobby Dick & Susie Q 
Sunday September 2nd   The Heaters (5 to 8p.m.)  
Thursday September 6th  Timeless Duo 
Friday September 7th   Padraig Timoney 
Saturday September 8th   Steve Cowles 
Thursday September 13th  Mike Lapoint 
Friday September 14th   Steve Candlen 
Saturday September 15th  Phil Drum 
Thursday September 20th  Jeff Brisbin 
Friday September 21st   Dave Porter 
Saturday September 22nd  PJ Ferguson Duo 
Thursday September 27th  John Eisenhart 
Friday September 28th   Dos Amigos 
Saturday September 29th  John Stack  
  

Saratoga City Hall remains closed due to Aug. 17 light-
ning strike http://www.saratogian.com/general-
news/20180827/saratoga-city-hall-remains-closed-due-to-
aug-17-lightning-strike 

                               PLEASE NOTE 
 
     Saratoga Springs City Hall is closed until further notice 
due to fire and water damage.  We are operational at the 
Recreation Center, 15 Vanderbilt Ave. 
     The Police Department will continue operating, unin-
terrupted, at 5 Lake Avenue. 
     Please continue to check the city website for updates at 
saratoga-springs.org. 
     Thank you for your patience and consideration during 
this time. 
Lisa Shields 
Deputy Mayor 

Maserati in Spa City raising money for charity http://
www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/maserati-in
-spa-city-raising-money-for-charity 

Old films give rare glimpse of Saratoga racing http://
www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/old-films-
give-rare-glimpse-of-saratoga-racing 

Free Army Field Band concert Monday at SPAC http://
www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/free-army-
field-band-concert-monday-at-spac 

http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180822/proposed-spa-city-charter-could-add-2-members-to-council
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180822/proposed-spa-city-charter-could-add-2-members-to-council
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180827/saratoga-city-hall-remains-closed-due-to-aug-17-lightning-strike
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180827/saratoga-city-hall-remains-closed-due-to-aug-17-lightning-strike
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180827/saratoga-city-hall-remains-closed-due-to-aug-17-lightning-strike
http://saratoga-springs.org
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/maserati-in-spa-city-raising-money-for-charity
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/maserati-in-spa-city-raising-money-for-charity
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/maserati-in-spa-city-raising-money-for-charity
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/old-films-give-rare-glimpse-of-saratoga-racing
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/old-films-give-rare-glimpse-of-saratoga-racing
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/old-films-give-rare-glimpse-of-saratoga-racing
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/free-army-field-band-concert-monday-at-spac
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/free-army-field-band-concert-monday-at-spac
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20180830/free-army-field-band-concert-monday-at-spac


Saratoga Sailing Club 
 
      We are winding down a busy summer here at SLSC.  
We had 375 students come through the sailing school, 6 
regattas, 2 weddings, 40 races and endless fun and 
laughs.  Our adventure sailing students had the oppor-
tunity to sail a boat down the Hudson river, sleep on the 
boat off Manhattan, and cruise by the Statue of Liberty.  
It was a trip that they will remember the rest of their 
lives. 
     But now, our instructors are headed off to college 
and our students back to school.   
     We will continue to race through into October, but 
the Wednesday evening races are getting shorter as night 
comes earlier.  It makes for spectacular sunset sailing. 
This is a beautiful time of year to sail.  While our regular 
free sailing for Malta Residents are over, if you have a 
group of friends or family and want to set up a private evening for sailing, please reach out to us. We just ask that you 
have a group of 8 or more. We've done a few of these this year and people have had a great time learning sailing with their 
friends and neighbors. These are funded through the generosity of the Town of Malta Foundation and is a great way to 
get out for a whole evening of sailing.  
     We hope you had as much fun this summer as we did, and look forward to fall on the lake. 
 
See you on the water. 
(submitted by Samantha Butler) 
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New York City skyline in background 
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Malta Community Center 

For all events Call:  518-899-4411 

Caden Morahan celebrated his 11th birthday at the Lake George 

Campgrounds with several friends.  He is the son of members Lisa 

and Jim Morahan.  Caden is pictured front right. 



Four New Farms Bring Unique                            
Ingredients to Feast  

 
There are still available tickets for this wonderful event.  To 
learn more and/or to purchase tickets visit their website at: 

info@saratogaplan.org 
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                    Town of Malta  
 
• Town Offices will be closed to observe Labor Day, 

Monday, September 3 
 
• Supervisor DeLucia wants all residents to know there is 

a FREE concert sponsored by the Saratoga County 
Board of Supervisor - The United States Army Field 
Band - to be held Labor Day, September 3 at Saratoga 
Performing Arts Center - gates open at 12:00pm - con-
cert starts promptly at 2:00pm.See Town Clerk, Jenn 
Holmes, or any Stewarts Shops for tickets. 

 
• PAVING ALERT - EXPECT DELAYS 

New York State Department of Transportation will be 
paving Route 67 in the towns of Malta and Ballston, 
Saratoga County between State Farm Boulevard in 
Malta and Route 50 in Ballston Spa.  Paving of 3.0 
miles is scheduled to begin on September 6. 

 
• Town of Malta's 30th ANNUAL COMMUNITY DAY 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8    
 (Rain Date:  September 9) 

10AM-4PM SHENANTAHA CREEK PARK 
FREE ADMISSION  

OPENING CEREMONIES 10:30AM 
 

Fire Department Displays & Demos 
Community Organization Booths 

Local Vendor Booths 
Food Concessions 

Bounce Houses & Obstacle Course 
Monster Wheels 

Reptile Adventure 
Caricature Art 

Tae Kwon Do Demos 
Children's Art Activities 

Robotics Program 
Saratoga Children's Museum 

Crash Test Car" Sponsored by GLOBALFOUNDRIES/
Town of Malta Foundation 

 
And Many Attractions for Children, Balloon Twist and 

Face Painting to name a few. 
 

                                                                           continued 

Musical Entertainment by: 

The Reverberators  10:00am - 2:00pm 

Spotlight On Malta  2:30pm - 3:30pm 

 

PARKING & SHUTTLE BUS INFORMATION 

Parking is limited at Shenantaha Creek Park.  

A FREE shuttle bus runs from the Malta Community 

Center and the Chango School parking lot from     

9:30am-4:30pm. 

 

(submitted by Roseanne Clavin) 

http://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT05NjY1ODA5NDA4MDc2MDc3NTEmYz12NXY5JmU9MzQzNCZiPTE5NzU0NzkwMCZkPWE3czBuOWw=.uMd2T7rVnqgg-j_7n_vPdSLTjDvXwK5YxL9kL5cSN6M
http://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT05NjY1ODA5NDA4MDc2MDc3NTEmYz12NXY5JmU9MzQzNCZiPTE5NzU0NzkwMCZkPWE3czBuOWw=.uMd2T7rVnqgg-j_7n_vPdSLTjDvXwK5YxL9kL5cSN6M


John Pamper snapped another beautiful sunset 

Saratoga lake aquatic weed harvesters 
 

      The aquatic weed harvesting program is to allow boat-
ing access to the deeper water areas of the lake and not for 
in shore use.  This is for several reasons 
 
• New York State Department Of Environmental Con-

servation Fisheries Manager have requested that har-
vesting be minimized when ever possible to preserve 
fish habitat. 
 

• Operating the harvesters in between the docks is diffi-
cult,  this puts the harvesters  at risk as well as private 
property for damage. 
 

• Working near shore puts the harvester and operator at 
risk due to submerged  pipe lines, old dock debris, and 
the risk of hitting docks or boats is great.  Harvesting is 
for boating access, only to clear paths.  Areas in front 
of and in between docks, boats, moored boats, swim 
docks and shoreline are the land owners responsibility. 

 
• The harvesters stay away from all personal property. 
 
• harvesting in between docks may happen but it has to 

be limited and  in response to a specific problem and 
the harvesters are in the area.  In the same way that the 
fire department would pump out a property that has 
flooded.  

The SLPID board expresses the focus of the harvesting pro-
gram has to be for access to deep water and cannot for in 
shore personal use.  (Cristina Connolly, SLPID Commissioner) 
 
 

Loose weeds on lake 
Dean Long, SLPID Lake Manager 
 
During aquatic weed harvesting, weed loss is limited with 
the aquatic weed harvesters.   Loose weeds and weed frag-
ments on the lake and shoreline are mostly created by 
boats, hand harvesting and aquatic wildlife foraging. 
 
At this time of year eel grass has grown to its maximum 
length and when this elongates it does not grow roots. The 
long leaf and short roots cause this plant to be easily up 
rooted. Also in late summer milfoil auto fragments and 
breaks apart.   The past few weeks, there have been storms 
and high winds that blow weeds to shore which cause them 
to collect.  This is caused by weather and plant biology.  
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Once in a while there’s one so good that I have to pass it 

along —- S 



Lake Erosion 
Submitted by Cristina Connolly, Commissioner 

SLPID 
 
     When dealing with lake ecosystems, there are a  large 
number of different factors at play that affect the lake and 
the organisms that call it home. Some of these factors are 
solely dependent upon nature, whereas other processes can 
be influenced by human actions. Erosion falls into both of 
these categories, but we can have a large impact in shaping 
to what extent erosion and its consequences occur.  
     There are three main sources of erosion, each of which 
can vary in their extent and time. To each of these catego-
ries falls sub-categories consisting of the methods to which 
erosion takes place. 
 Terrestrial Forces: Soil slumping, soil creep, frost 
action, wind erosion, sheet flow erosion rills, and gullies 
 Aquatic Forces: Splash, wave action, longshore 
drift, ice push 
 Human Activities: Lake-level control, storm water 
runoff, removal of natural vegetation 
     Terrestrial and aquatic forces occur naturally and alt-
hough we still might need to make efforts to mitigate them 
from time to time, we can have much more control over 
the actions we take as people. There currently is a need to 
improve our decisions to have a better effect on the lake we 
enjoy so much. 
     In terms of what we are doing to the lake that is having 
a negative effect, there are a couple of key elements to high-
light. The first would be that as we build impervious surfac-
es (parking lots, driveways, roofs), the amount of storm wa-
ter runoff increases. Since the rain can’t penetrate the sur-
face and be absorbed like it normally would be, it collects 
on the surface and then is delivered in a higher volume 
over a more concentrated area of soil. This causes more of 
the earth to erode.  
     Another important aspect would be that of natural vege-
tation mix of shrubs, trees and grasses on the shoreline. 
When these species are replaced with turf/lawn grass all the 
way to the edge of the lake, it is replacing longer root sys-
tems with shorter root systems. These root systems are criti-
cal for keeping soil in place, as they reach deep into the soil 
and hold onto it better by grabbing on and keeping it 
clumped. With grass, the soil is more likely to get washed 
away into the lake. 
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     There are many negative effects that come from our in-
fluence on the soil, some of which can lead to dangerous 
situations. Phosphorus builds up on land from fertilizers 
applied to lawns and animal droppings, and the aforemen-
tioned increased runoff and erosion can deposit them in 
the lake in high amounts. This can lead to a harmful algal 
bloom, which if contacted can lead to lead to serious ill-
ness. Erosion also increases water turbidity (cloudiness of 
the water), which makes it more difficult for fish to feed. It 
can also lead to reduced habitat for fish through sedimenta-
tion of particles covering plant material or gravel and shore-
line rocks. Bass require a shallow water with clean gravel in 
order to build nests and have success rearing young. Soil 
erosion can easily damage this important habitat. It has also 
been shown that property values on lakes with clear water 
are higher than on lakes with cloudy water. 
 There are things we can do to help protect our 
lake, and they are quite simple yet effective measures. There 
are two main approaches: soft-armor and hard-armor. Soft-
armor is the utilization of deep root native shrub plants on 
the shoreline.  As much as possible the shoreline needs to 
be as natural as possible therefore lawns and vertical sea 
walls, and extensive hard scape needs to be avoided.  Hard-
armor involves using rocks, concrete, metal, or geotextile 
fabrics. A great approach to hard armor is that of rock 
riprap. Rock riprap involves the placing of larger rocks in 
the water and up the shore line. It is best done with a com-
bination of geotextile fabrics placed behind or underneath 
the rocks and planting vegetation between or behind the 
rocks for a more pleasurable look.  
     Work on the lake shoreline will require permits from 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conser-
vation. In general permits will be issue if there is a well bal-
ance approach that limits the amount of lawn, and harden 
shoreline. https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/67096.html  


