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News —- Views —- Issues
Note from the President
There have been two articles in the Albany Times
Union relative to Saratoga Lake, a news article by
Wendy Liberatore on August 8:
(http://m.timesunion.com/7dayarchive/article/
Stillwater-tries-to-speed-up-process-for-11739895.php)
and an editorial on August 11:
(http://m.timesunion.com/opinion/article/Editorial-Go
-slow-with-lake-plans-11748991.php). I invite you to read
them both. The news article gives facts and figures about
construction in the Towns of Stillwater and Saratoga. I
can’t guarantee that the article is 100% factually correct,
but at the very least it is information to consider.
The gist of the article is that the Route 9P area and
the lake are getting more crowded, and Stillwater officials
are trying to shortcut the building approval process, reducing or eliminating the opportunity for public input.
I think that some projects are an environmental threat to
the lake because they will increase erosion and chemicals
in water runoff.
Although not much of what I had said was printed in
the news article (and I’m not complaining), the editorial
captured the bottom line of my humble opinion. That is
that our town officials should proceed slowly and cautiously in evaluating proposed building projects - to fully
consider the environmental, ecological, and health and
safety effects on Saratoga Lake. If you agree, I encourage
you to let your town officials know it.
Tom Bonds

Editorial: Go slow with lake plans
Times Union
August10, 2017

Staff photo by Paul Buckowski

THE ISSUE:
The Town of Stillwater wants to speed up the approval
process for new projects.
THE STAKES:
Careful review of proposed new housing developments
is needed to protect the ecosystem around Saratoga Lake.
The southeast end of Saratoga Lake is experiencing a
surge in new housing development proposals, so the Town
of Stillwater is looking for ways to fast-track the approval
process. That would be a mistake. The town should instead
be stepping forward more thoughtfully.
continued page 2
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Go slow with lake plans (continued)
Pressure for residential development around picturesque
Saratoga Lake is nothing new. But it has stepped up in
recent years with the post-recession housing market recovery and the rapid growth in employment in Saratoga
County, especially at GlobalFoundries, the microchip factory near the lake's southern end. The lake is a hot real
estate market.
In Stillwater, Town Supervisor Ed Kinowski wants to
change town law to shortcut the traditional Planning
Board and zoning change routes. Instead, the town's own
Building, Planning and Development Department would
work with developers to set up planned development districts. The process would limit public input and weaken
the role of the Planning Board, leaving opportunities for
public input before final approval by the Town Board.
This process — the use of planned development districts, or
PDDs — is growing more common in municipalities that
are managing new growth. The designation allows developers to get approval, including zoning changes, for the entire project in return for providing a public benefit — like
getting a road built, extending a water or sewer line or
building a park to serve the whole community.
Stillwater officials envision the proposed 44 single-familyhome Jib Drive project going the PDD route in exchange
for the developer rebuilding a crumbling road to the
homes. Current residents nearby worry that will cause a
spike in traffic that could change the character of that part
of town. Three other projects, which would add another
21 homes and 200 town houses, also would be handled
through the expedited PDD process.
Stillwater officials note that other developments along
and overlooking Saratoga Lake have proceeded for years in
the three other municipalities that border the lake — the
towns of Saratoga and Malta and the city of Saratoga
Springs — and say that it's time for Stillwater to take advantage of the market. But the hundreds of new yeararound homes surrounding the lake have taken down
trees, contributing to increased runoff that put phosphorus
-rich lawn fertilizers into the lake. The already problematic
seepage of nutrients from the many stressed septic systems
near the lake has fueled the growth of water chestnuts and
other weeds that detract from the lake's beauty and hinder
its expanding recreational use.
This is not a time to repeat the mistakes of the past, no
matter how hungry localities are for tax revenues. At the
very least, Stillwater must go slow as it weighs development
that risks degrading the great resource that is Saratoga
Lake.

Friday, August 25th
Watchdog Plays at Trackside Grill
(outside Clubhouse Gate of Saratoga Racetrack)
Join the SLA Events Committee for an impromptu mixer at the Trackside Grill August 25th 6pm - 9pm. The
Trackside Grill is a new patio bar and grill, opened in July
of 2017. The venue offers spacious seating ideal for SLA
friends to gather and enjoy one of the final evenings at the
track. SLA member, Jim Morahan (left) will be playing lead
guitar with his band Watchdog- an all cover band that plays
music by popular artists including John Mayer, Green Day,
and Goo Goo Dolls to name a few. We hope to see you
there—-no RSVP needed.
(submitted by Lisa Morahan, Events Committee)

Mid-August already! Summer is flying by.
Remember to submit your photos, news,
events, information, a fish or
travel tale, happy
times as well as
your issues of
concern. Submissions to
Julie at sinnidi@aol.com by
noon on September 6.
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New Technology — New Challenges
for Firefighters
New technology brings new challenges to the fire
service. We have always had problems at the scene of an
incident with what used to be known as “rubberneckers”,
those people who would, no matter what lane they were
driving in would slow down to look, creating an additional hazard. Very often their actions would cause an accident on an accident, creating the need for additional first
responders. Drivers not paying attention to the traffic
flow but paying attention to the incident, usually wind up
causing a low speed back to front accident, which just diverted limited resources.
With today’s technology in hand, we don’t just
slow down for the incident, now we have to slow down or
stop to take a picture or video of the event so they can be
the first to post it on social media. Instead of
“rubberneckers” we now have the “photo freaks” who just
complicate the traffic at the scene of the incident.
Forgive them for they know not what they do.
Most of these people in the interest of self satisfaction and
in an attempt to beat fellow geeks to see who can post to
social media first become a real hazard at the scene of the
incident. Are we going to have to create and manage a
photo opportunity corral so that the social media reporters
can gather their 30 second claim to fame? Not that we
want traffic to speed through a controlled scene, we do
want them to keep moving and to pay attention to the
vehicle in front of them.
The incident scene can be hectic enough with all
the pretty colored lights, responders walking in and out of
traffic, mangled vehicles or burning buildings. How many
times have drivers driven over a charged hose supply line –
many times is the answer! The other issue is at the scene
of large incidents, there may be additional apparatus reporting to the scene, they can’t get through the traffic or
worse they may not be able to position themselves where
they need to be because someone is trying to get the photo
shot that will result in the most “likes”.
What does the fire service need to do? We need
to get to the media to make this an issue and we need to
start PSA’s to raise awareness of the problem. SLOW
DOWN, PAY ATTENTION and GET OUT OF THE
WAY needs to be the message. It’s a traffic management
issue, and it creates a hazard for the first responders on the
scene and those who are coming to the scene to assist.
Tom Rinaldi, President
Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York
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In the Kitchen with Donna

Summer Pasta
Ingredients
½ c olive oil
4 c cherry tomatoes, halved (2 packs)
16-18 chopped basil leaves
1/2 tsp salt
1/2 tsp crushed red pepper flakes
1 tbsp chopped garlic
1/2 lb cappelini (or any other spaghetti) cooked al
dente and save 1 cup water
1 c grated parmesan cheese
Directions
Combine tomatoes, oil, basil, salt, red pepper flakes and
garlic in a bowl. Cover and
let marinate for at least 3 hours or overnight (which I
do) in the refrigerator.
Then cook the mixture in a deep skillet til tomatoes soften. Then cook the pasta and save a cup of the water.
Add the pasta to the tomato mixture and add the parm
cheese. Add some of the pasta water if needed.

Quick and easy recipe that can be made the day
before. Especially tasty, with the abundance of
cherry or grape tomatoes and fresh basil! So
delicious! (Donna Bove)
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Annual Bon Voyage to Summer Event 2017

Have you RSVP’d?

Come and visit with friends
for our end of summer event on September 10th, at
Carson’s Woodside Tavern. The event kicks off at 2 p.m.
(ends at 5 p.m.) with a picnic menu being served between 3
and 4 p.m. The cost is $12 per adult SLA member, $15 per
adult non-members and $10 for children under 18.
Send your reservation and check (made out to SLA) to
Dianne Fedoronko, c/o SLA, PO Box 2152, Ballston Spa,
NY 12020 OR Members now have the option to register
and pay online. The event registration site is available through our Facebook page, SLA website or directly
through the Eventbrite link below. **
Facebook page or SLA Page: http://saratogalake.org/slacommunity/sla-events/
Direct: https://www.eventbrite.com/o/saratoga-lakeassociation-14448240642

The deadline for reservations is September 1st.
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Antique Boat & Car Show
Sunday Sept 17th, 11-3pm
Lake Local Restaurant and Docks

Come and check out the 1st Annual Saratoga Lake
Antique Boat and Car Show!
50' Fantail Launch “GENERAL SCHUYLER”
Chris Craft Barrel Back
Devils Den Moonshine 1950’s Ford Truck
Antique Boats from Tumblehome Boatworks and others

Save the dates:

Call 518-956-2626 to register your classic!

October 12, Mixer, Dunning Street Station
September 23
Fall Roadside Clean-up
December 8th, Holiday Party
Vapor at the Saratoga Casino Hotel

The variety of colors in our sunsets is constantly changing.
Photo by John Pamper.

Don’t forget to vote for your favorite boat and car!
Enter to win a Saratoga Lake Cruise !

Great foods, drinks and fun!!!!
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Lake Stewards volunteer their time pulling
invasive water chestnuts.

Managing Invasive Species
Water quality is a crucial factor that must be maintained in order to preserve Saratoga Lake's aesthetic and recreational appeal. The populations of invasive lake plants such as curly pondweed and Eurasion water milfoil are a contributing element to the lake's degradation. But, thanks to a long-term management plan implemented by Saratoga
Lake Protection and Improvement District (SLPID) that includes regularly treating the lake, these populations are in
the decline.
Saratoga Lake's Invasive Species management plan was first created in 2007. This plan includes spot herbicide
treatments, which has proven successful in maintaining a balance in the lake's natural ecosystem. The Saratoga Lake
Protection and Improvement District, partnered with NYSDEC, is charged with carrying out this plan. Milfoil and
pondweed are the two most common invasive species overtaking our lakes. However, these species are susceptible to
the herbicides developed by the Army Corps of Engineers, a federal agency that develops safe yet effective herbicides. During this spring of 2017, SLPID treated up to 150 acres of shoreline in Saratoga lake.
These herbicides are harmless to native plants and they have a very low toxicity so they do not affect fish and other aquatic animals. Posted signs on the shoreline and direct mailers, notify the public that the treatment will be carried-out. This two step treatment plan implemented by SLPID consists of cutting the aquatic vegetation and then
treating with herbicides. Contrary to popular belief, large mats of milfoil actually decrease Saratoga Lake's average
fish weight. After SLPID's vigilance in herbicide and aquatic weed harvesting which has reduced aquatic invasives, results have been very positive, with the average weight of fish in the lake increasing. As of now, public opinion on the methods used to extend Saratoga Lake's longevity is overwhelmingly positive. SLPID.ORG
Submitted by SLPID lake steward supervisor, Peter Buck, Jr.
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Submitted by
the Saratoga
Lake
Protection
and
Improvement
District.
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Stillwater News
by Ed Kinowski, Supervisor
I cite below some quick facts to help residents better understand the position of our Town Board as relates to
Growth. It has never been my position or the Town Board’s
to eliminate our Planning function or (Speed Up) the process for development. Contrary to recent news articles, that
do little to explain your Town Boards position, I offer the
following quick facts of both past direction, current achievements, and on-going Town Wide Planning initiatives. Much of this information is in our current plans identified below and has been explained in our Town News Letter that was mailed to all Town residents in March and April
of this year.
Quick Facts
The Town has proposed an amendment to our Planned
Development District (PDD) code. This amendment is draft
and still under review through the Public Hearing process
and internally with the Town. Once all input is received
and reviewed, the Town Board will vote on the Amendment
at some future date. The PDD Town Code is just one of
many codes that effect Zoning in our Town and thus potential ways to plan development. The Zoning Code was established in 1974 and has previously been amended. The draft
amendment is another attempt to clarify responsibilities and
make our processes more efficient.
The Town of Stillwater’s Comprehensive Plan (2006) and
Farmland Protection & Green Infrastructure Plan both
acknowledge that poor planning and haphazard development can cost more to a community than is generated from
tax revenues. The plans specifically references a Cost of
Community Services study prepared by American Farmland
Trust’s upstate NY chapter, which notes that agricultural
lands may generate more in tax revenues than they require.
Whereas, residential properties (particularly lower density,
single-family housing, or sprawl) can cost more than they
generate in tax revenues. However, through sound Smart
Growth planning and land use practices, the Town’s seeks to
balance growth with the wise use and protection of its natural resources and to address community needs. To date, the
Town has prepared, and is now in the process of implementing, several community plans that intended to ensure quality
growth and development. This includes:



Comprehensive Plan and Generic Environmental Impact Statement (currently being updated)



Farmland Protection & Green Infrastructure Plan



Transfer of Development Rights Plan & Program



Hudson River Waterfront Revitalization Plan (LWRP)



Stillwater Business Park Feasibility Plan



Saratoga Lake & Route 9P Waterfront Plan (currently
being initiated)

Over the last several years, these planning initiatives
have resulted in nearly 2,000 acres of preserved farmland
and open space (particularly near Saratoga National Historical Park and within Saratoga County Consolidated Agricultural District #1), several miles of multi-use recreation
trails, new parks and recreation facilities, new Saratoga
Lake and Hudson River waterfront access, revised zoning
regulations that allow for quality of growth and open space
preservation, miles of new or improved roadway, sewer,
and water lines and related infrastructure, and new housing and employment opportunities. A look at the Town’s
tax rate shows only small increase during this time, which
is primarily attributed to creation of new fulltime emergency services. This is possible because of the Town’s sound
land use planning, pursuit and use of grant funding, public
private partnerships, and with volunteers support.
Overview of Stillwater Planning History & Strategy
With the Town embarking on an update to its Comprehensive Plan and the preparation of a NYS Department of
State (NYSDOS) funded Saratoga Lake & Route 9P Waterfront Plan, it is important to look back at Stillwater’s
planning history to fully understand and appreciate its
overall land use strategy. With robust input and support
from residents and property owners, the Town of Stillwater has thoughtfully been planning for its future for well
over a decade. More importantly, the Town has successfully been implementing these plans, which has resulted in
improved parks, trails, waterfront access opportunities,
open space preservation, roadways, infrastructure, and economic growth.
Continued on pages 15 and 16
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Town of Malta

Thomas N. Wood, III Supervisor
The regular meeting of the Town Board was held on
Monday, August 14th in the Town Hall. A number of
residents of Hayes Road were present and shared with the
town board their concerns regarding the operation of a
neighboring junkyard. Of particular concern was the level
of noise, the hours of operation, and the potential for contamination of the ground with liquid pollutants from the
vehicles. The town attorney will review the current junk
yard law and in consultation with the zoning officer, planning board, and town board make proposed changes to the
current law. The town is working on the development of a
new timber harvesting/clear cutting law. We are reviewing
numerous existing laws on this topic and in consultation
with residents, the planning board, zoning board of appeals, zoning officer, and town board, the town attorney
will develop preliminary legislation for review. We are
currently in month two of a six month moratorium on
timber harvesting/ clear cutting in the lake residential,
lake commercial, and rural district #2.
Other topics discussed at the meeting included
authorizing the town to hire a grant writer for another
housing rehabilitation grant, hiring an appraiser for the
potential purchase of a trail head parcel of land, and acceptance of a letter of resignation by a town highway department employee. Tracy Clothier of the LA Group updated the board on the progress being made on permits for
a new boat launch on the Hudson River and progress on
the Agriculture and Farmland protection grant. The first
2018 budget workshop has been scheduled for Tuesday
August 22nd at 6:30 pm and the next farmland protection
grant meeting will be on Thursday August 24th at 6:30 pm.

Malta was quite busy this summer with free concerts, summer
youth camp, and the dedication of
the Town as a Purple Heart
Town.
You can read all about some
of the events in the Malta Times newsletter which will be
delivered to Town resident's mailboxes soon or you can view
online at www.malta-town.org shortly. There are some great
upcoming events for residents too.

September Save The Dates
CERT Training September 12 6:30pm (6-week course)
CERT training will give you basic emergency training. This
valuable training is designed to help you protect yourself and
your family in an emergency situation.
Malta's 29th Community Day September 9
10am-4pm
Shenantaha Creek Park on East Line Road
Did you know you can receive emails/text messages about
upcoming Town meetings and events - just sign up on our
website "Notify Me", you can pick and choose which news
you would like to receive.
(submitted by Roseanne Clavin)

Meet the Creek 2017 Group Paddle
Monday Aug. 21, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Join us for a lovely 45 minute flat-water paddle from Driscoll Road to Blodgett Park. It's a long portage to get the boats
in at Driscoll (.2 mi) so be prepared to carry boats and gear. Remember your life jacket, and bring bug dope! There can be
a lot of mosquitos at the access points.
If you don't have a boat, we can outfit you, but we need advance notice: Contact Dave Stern.
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Saratoga PLAN
10 Essentials to Bring Hiking

1. Proper hiking attire – Long pants, high socks
and hiking boots make for a good hike by protecting your skin and helping you safely negotiate all
types of terrain. Make sure to always check the
weather before you leave the house (you don’t want
to be caught in the rain without a rain jacket).
2. Water – Water is essential on any hike. It’s
important to stay hydrated!

3. Bug repellent – Bugs biting and swarming can
ruin a great hike! Apply bug repellent before the
hike and reapply during the day to stay bug free.
Always remember to check yourself, your family, and your pets afterwards to make sure you are all tick free too!

4. Snacks – Even if you are just going for a short hike, it’s always a good idea to pack some snacks. Granola bars and
trail mix are easy to eat on the trail and will give you energy to enjoy the rest of your hike!

5. Sun protection – Most of our preserves and trails are shaded by beautiful trees, but it is important to have proper
sun protection when spending the day outside. Apply sunscreen before your hike and bring sunglasses and a hat.

6. First-aid kit – Saratoga PLAN’s preserves and trails are well maintained and safe for hikers of all ages, but one
should always be prepared! We suggest packing a small pouch with a few band aids and some disinfectant (tweezers are
also good to bring for those pesky splinters and ticks).
7. Trail map – All of Saratoga PLAN’s preserves have trail maps and the trails are designated with colored markers, but
it’s always a good idea to keep an extra copy of the map of the preserve in your pack. You can find maps of each preserve on Saratoga Plan’s website.
8. Letterbox clues – Many of Saratoga PLAN’s preserves and trails feature letterboxes. This is a fun activity for hikers
of all ages. You can download and print the clues on our website. Make sure to leave us a note and stamp your Saratoga
PLAN Preserve Passport once you find the letterbox!

9. Saratoga PLAN Preserve Passport – Pick up your passport from Saratoga PLAN’s office, 112 Spring Street, or download online and print. Collect stamps (or list three species) from five preserves and return your Preserve Passport to Saratoga PLAN’s office for a FREE t-shirt!

10. A sense of adventure – No matter your age, a sense of adventure is always needed. Take in the natural beauty surrounding you on your journey and always be ready for the next adventure!
Saratoga PLAN hopes these hiking essentials help you enjoy your next hike safely, but we ask that you practice the Leave
No Trace Principals. We love hearing about your amazing adventures so make sure to tell Saratoga PLAN about the
awesome hikes you take on our trails. Be sure to tell us what your hiking essentials are and how you practice the Leave
No Trace Principals!
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Saratoga PLAN
Rhodes Farm Closing

The Champlain Canalway Trail Working Group is
pleased to announce the 6th Annual Champlain Canalway
Trail Annual Bicycle Ride to be held on Sunday, August 20,
2017.
The ride will begin at Hudson Crossing Park near
Schuylerville, cross the Hudson River via the historic Dix
Bridge, and proceed north to Fort Edward. There, the tour
will pick up the Feeder Canal Trail to Murray Park in Hudson Falls, where lunch will be provided by Forged restaurant. Murray Park is adjacent to Jack & Jill’s Ice Cream.
After lunch, riders will backtrack to Lock 7 at Fort Edward, where they have the option of boarding the paddlewheeler Caldwell Belle of Mohawk Maiden Cruises for the
return to Hudson Crossing Park or biking back to the start.
Along the way the group will stop at various sites of historic interest, such as an old mule barn and the five combination locks on the Feeder Canal. The total distance of the
basic day-long tour will be 20 to 30 miles depending on the
option chosen. There also will be a 45- to 50-mile ride, with
or without the cruise aboard Mohawk Maiden Cruises.
Lunch is included for those who register before August
15, and the first 30 registrants will receive a token from
Common Roots Brewery for a beverage on a future visit.
For details and to register, please visit their website!

Harold (Dusty) and Arlene Rhodes have donated to Saratoga PLAN 23 acres of forested land in Galway that will
connect the Milton Preserve to the south and the recently
acquired conservation lands on the Carpenter Farm to the
north. Together, these properties could provide a natural
corridor for the proposed extension of the Long Path trail,
eventually extending from New Jersey all the way to the Adirondacks. Saratoga PLAN will steward these lands, with
plans for creating public trails across all three adjoining
properties.
Dusty and Arlene, both retired school teachers, purchased the land and an abandoned farmhouse in 1976.
Their love for the outdoors is apparent in the beautiful and
natural gardens around the lovingly restored farmhouse and
old barns. Visitors enjoyed exploring the forests that have
replaced abandoned farmland, still delineated by many
stone walls criss-crossing the property.
A combination of higher, rolling ground, and lower wetlands, the terrain is varied and peaceful. Watch out or you
might step on the many red efts (little red newt salamanders) scurrying amongst the leaves! Arlene said that she
wants their donation of land to allow others to hike and ski
their beautiful property. She added that, “It was our dream
to share this land with others.”
The Rhodes donated the land. With the blessing of the
Town of Galway, the land was merged into PLAN’s adjacent
property donated by Maryanna Milton.
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Memorial gift helps students
The Saratogian, July 27, 2017
By Joseph Phelan

The Wardell family knew they needed to make sure people
would remember Billy Wardell.
More than 1,000 people showed up to this remarkable
boy’s funeral in March 2016, but the Wardells didn’t know
the extent of Billy’s impact on his classmates at Maple Avenue
Middle School, and in the Greenfield Center community.
“He was a very special kid. He was full of zip. He was full of
fun. He loved everybody. We had heard afterwards that he
helped kids that were being on picked on. Maybe someone
with a learning disability, or someone maybe with not enough
money,” said his grandmother Sherry Wardell.
Upon hearing similar stories, the Wardell family told a few
people they had better do something to make sure Billy is not
forgotten.
“People said, ‘When you start something, I want to give.’
We never asked for any money. People just started mailing
[Billy’s] dad or us a check,” said Sherry. “Anywhere from $10
to $1,000 was coming on. John Deere corporation even sent a
check. It’s been amazing.”
The Wardells envisioned a memorial gift for eight sixthgrade students every year who embodied Billy’s character,
kindness and unselfishness.
“It has nothing to do with most popular. The teachers pick
out eight students. They are the ones who have been kind all
year,” said Sherry Wardell. “They are the ones who have mentored all year, have stopped the bullying, or tried to step in to
stop the bullying.”
The memorial gift began last year, and it will extend until
2022 — Billy’s high school graduation year.
Sixth-grade students in the district are eligible each year, and
in 2022 the family plans to give two $3,000 scholarships for
two high school seniors from Billy’s grade who have kept
Billy’s mission alive most honorably.
“We have enough money right now to carry us through
until Billy would graduate,” said Sherry Wardell. “It’s incredible. It just pulls me closer to this boy that we still cry about
frequently, but we can’t believe the people that have given.
And we have never asked for anything. We didn’t just take up
a collection and keep the money. There are kids every year
benefitting from this.”
Scott Singer assistant principal for sixth grade said the memorial gifts mean a lot to the school district.
continued
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“These are leaders within our building. The teachers select the eight students, so from each academic
team they select a student for showing kindness, gratitude and those students who stick up for others,” said
Singer. “It means a lot to us.”
The Wardell’s have made it possible that Billy’s life
will be remembered long after he tragically died in an
ATV accident.
“He was just an all-around good kid; and my husband and I are his grandparents and he holds a very
special place in our lives, but I also can see we were
very special to him,” said Sherry Wardell. “It was like
my husband and I were king and queen for 12 years
and two months. He was respectful. If he got a little bit
out of line, you’d just correct him a little bit and he’d
just straighten up again. He always loved coming to
our house. Just a good kid.”
Bill and Sherry Wardell are long-time summer residents of
Saratoga Lake. They were my neighbors for years and if you
could pick your neighbors, they would be first on my list. The
loss of Billy has been devastating to the entire family and this
memorial is a way to keep him alive and with them always.
—S

Safety Issue
We received the following from member Tonya Trombley.
It’s something we don’t think about, but something we
should be aware of.
“I didn't know if this was a well-known thing or not
so thought I would share.... A relative was telling me
about an incident this past weekend that happened
on the lake she lives on. A family was trolling back
to their dock with mother and daughter sitting on
the swim deck. At first they thought the young
daughter was tired from being in the sun all day but
it ended up being carbon monoxide poisoning. The
Canadian boat exam had some good information on
it so I attached that link, if interested.”
https://www.boaterexam.com/canada/education/
carbonmonoxide-en.aspx
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WHOLE 30 Support Group: Wednesdays 9/6, 13, 20 at
7:00pm. Sign up to get the support you need to run
through the Whole 30 diet. When you have completed the
Children
Baby-and-Me: Every Friday at 11:00am. Delight and stimu- whole process, you can join in a potluck lunch on Saturday, 9/30 at 12:00pm
late your baby’s senses with short books, music, finger
Afternoon Book Talk: Monday, 9/11 at 1:00pm. Join in
plays, and more! Join us weekly for our interactive baby
the fun discussing the latest title you enjoyed and hear
program, which is designed for children from birth to 3
about some of the other books people have enjoyed recentyears old to encourage early literacy development. Older
ly. A great way to laugh, meet new friends, and hear about
siblings and children are always
authors you haven't tried yet!
welcome.
Non-Fiction Discussion:
Pre-K Story Time: Every WednesMonday, 9/11 at
day at 1:00pm. An educationally
7:00pm. Discussion of
focused story time for young readHillbilly Elegy: A Memers aged 3 and up. A fun setting
oir of a Family and Culto learn colors, letters, numbers,
ture in Crisis by J.D.
calendar, weather, and some soVance - “From a former
cial manners.
marine and Yale Law School graduate, a powerful account
Evening Story Time: Every Thursday at 6:30pm. Join us weekly for an interactive story time of growing up in a poor Rust Belt town that offers a broader, probing look at the struggles of America’s white workand craft, which is designed for children from 5 years old
and up to encourage a healthy relationship with the library ing class,” Harper.
Evening Book Club: Tuesday, 9/19 at 7:00pm. Discussion
and all that it has to offer! Younger siblings are always
of The Valley of Amazement by Amy Tan. New York
welcome.
Times bestseller The Valley of Amazement is a sweeping,
Big Kids Craft Night: Monday, 9/18 at 6:30pm. A craft
evocative epic of two women’s intertwined fates and their
time designed for those in upper elementary school or
search for identity--from the lavish parlors of Shanghai
even middle school. Bring your parent or family member
courtesans to the fog-shrouded mountains of a remote Chiand work together on some cool things Carol found on
nese village.
Pinterest!

Stillwater Public Library

Teens
Teen Fiction Book Talk: Wednesday 9/13 at
6:30pm. Stop in to discuss the latest teen title you have
read and hear about what others are reading. Open to anyone who enjoys teen titles – 6th Grade and up
Craft Night for Teens – CREEPY STRING DOLLS:
Wednesday, 9/27 at 6:30pm. This month we are trying a
little something new! Led by Michele, each teen will get to
make a small craft celebrating the coming holiday. This
month is a string doll to creep out your keychain – 6th
Grade and up
Adults
Cookbook Book Club: Wednesday,
9/6 at 7:00pm. Weeknights with Giada, bring in a sample of your favorite recipe – or your own variation and
tell us why it’s better. Seriously – the
best book club!

Get Involved
Vision Boards Workshop: Saturday, 9/2 at 10:00am. This
workshop will help you get more involved in your OWN
life! Bring your favorite magazines, pictures, web images
(or use ours) and create a visual map to help you dream big
and focus on what it is you want in life! Open to teens and
adults.
Friends of the Library: Tuesday, 9/5 at 6:00pm. Join the
Friends to hear about the plans for the coming months –
Ladies Night, Fall Festival, and more!
Board of Trustees: Tuesday, 9/12 at 7:00pm. Open to the
public.
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Saratoga National Historical Park
Guided Tours/Walks
Evening Walks: September 19 and October 10
6-7:30 p.m.
Join a park ranger for guided evening walks exploring the
Battles and Siege of Saratoga. September 19, meet by the
flagpole in the visitor center parking lot for the Battle of
Freeman’s Farm; October 10, meet by the restrooms near
the Monument parking lot for the Siege at Saratoga.
Living History Events
Learn the soldiers’ musket
drill, hear cannon and musket
firings, help prepare soldier rations, take park
in a special guided tour of Freeman’s Farm or
Breymann’s fortified camp, or help decide a court martial.
Camp Now or Never: September 16-17 — explore the lives
of men, women and children of the American Army.
The army’s strongest post: October 7-8 — explore the lives
of men, women and children of the British Army.
Commemorative Event
Surrender Day: October 17—10am-11am
Witness the recreated surrender of
British General
Burgoyne to American General Gates
and sing patriotic
songs with
Schuylerville and
Salem school
children.

Nature Walks:
September 9 and 23 and October 14 — 10am-12pm
Join park naturalist Linda White and caravan to special places in the park to see blooming flowers, plants
and migratory birds.
National Bike Your Park Day:
September 30
Join the celebration
of National Public
Lands Day. Explore
your parks and public
lands by cycling with
thousands of people
across the country on
the same day — the
second annual Bike
your Park Day! Bring
your friends and family and help them discover the
bicycling opportunities in your back yard. A special
program will be offered during the afternoon, details
will be made available in August.

Candlelight Tour: October 14 — 6-9pm
Step back in time and experience General Philips
Schuyler’s 1777 country home in a whole new light.
Candlelit tours of the house are offered throughout the
evening with light refreshments, period music, ad a
campfire following the tour. Hosted by the Old Saratoga Historical Association.
Veteran’s Day: November 11 — 10am-3pm
Honor those who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the Continental soldiers and militiamen
who served here at Saratoga in 1777. Musket firing
demonstrations and discussions about Revolutionary
War American soldiers will take place throughout the
day.
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Contributions from Arvin Hart Fire Co.
Might as well start with the important things first, our
fire company fund drive continues through the summer as
we slowly receive returns. If you haven’t done so please
send in your donation supporting your local volunteer fire
department. We are community volunteers who stop what
we are doing day and night to come out to help you in any
way we can. Whether it’s a motor vehicle accident, water
rescue, fire, false alarm or to assist Malta-Stillwater EMS on
a heart attack, we are here volunteering for you.
Our members receive no compensation nor do the
Commissioners who govern the fire district. We do it because we like to and because we want to. If you haven’t
done so please send your donation to PO Box 288, Stillwater, NY 12170. Please stop by sometime, while we aren’t in
the fire station all the time, we are normally there on
Wednesday nights for training and on Saturday mornings,
although we are taking the Saturday’s in August off so that
our members can spend time with family or getting their
honey-do list done. It’s very difficult to distinguish career
fighters from volunteers the only difference is the compensation, we are both dedicated to doing community service.
Traveling around the town I have noticed that the
brush is getting high around many of the fire hydrants
throughout the district. In winter we ask that you shovel
the hydrants out, in the summer the brush gets high if you
would just knock down the brush with a weed wacker so
that when we need to we can find it. Believe it or not we
do have an app that locates all the hydrants but it’s tough
to read on the phone, especially going down the road in a
fire truck – at night!!..We are happy to be getting several
new hydrants attached to the Town’s new water lines on
Cold Spring, Elmore Robinson, McDermott, VanNess and
George Thompson Roads. As part of the King Isle apartments on Route 67 we also have hydrants on Fitch and
Farley Roads. You will also notice that the new hydrants
have connections that are known as Stortz connections
which match our 5” large diameter supply hose. This
makes it easier and faster to hook up to hydrants. All fire
hydrants and be adapted to the use of Stortz connections
which has become the new standard.
As we travel around the district it is distressing to see
many of the long driveways becoming over grown with vegetation. The there is a minimum standard for driveways in
the zoning regulations which allows for emergency vehicles
to gain quick access – 12 feet. The problem is home owners are not maintaining the access over the driveway. Fire
apparatus is high and is wide, as wide as any other truck
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but can be over 11 foot or more, especially a ladder truck.
Some of the homes in the area will require a ladder truck
to access portions of the building not just the roof. We
receive mutual aid from the following fire departments who
have ladders also known as aerial devices; Mechanicville,
Round Lake, Malta Ridge, Schuylerville and Saratoga
Springs. Please take a close look at the entrance to your
property, we have more and more long driveways to contend with as residents build farther off the public highway,
cut back brush and tree limbs in the full 12’ width and at
least 12 foot high. A large overhanging limb could limit
our access to your property during an emergency don’t ignore cutting back.
What’s new in the fire district? We have recently placed
a new engine/tanker in service. The new fire apparatus
replaced a unit that was 22 years old and served us well for
many years. Twenty years is the average life span for fire
apparatus. The new apparatus carries 1250 gallons of water
as do the other three engine – tankers we have in service
and it can pump 1500 gallons per minute. This is a step up
from previous units which are rated at 1250 gallons per
minute. The new unit just recently was first in on a working structure fire and was used to assist the town in topping
off the new 1M gallon water tank. This new unit is stationed at Station 2 on George Thompson Road. We also
recently purchased a new chief’s car replacing a car that was
7 years old. Our apparatus replacement plan has us replacing chief’s cars at 7 year intervals so that they are worth
something in the resale market. The car was purchased on
a piggyback bid which is legal under state law and is a 2017
Chevrolet Tahoe replacing a 2011 Ford Expedition. The
Expedition will be surplused and offered for bid, with the
money realized returned to the general fund.
The fire company officers are now working on a vehicle
to replace the water rescue support unit which is a 1999
ambulance that was repurposed. We are finding that the
18 year old unit is getting tired is not appropriate for hauling the new Air Boat around plus all of the water rescue
equipment carried. The design specifications are being
developed and the unit will be ready to go out for bid in
2018 for delivery later in the year if not early 2019.
Submitted by Tom Rinaldi, Commissioner
Stillwater Fire District/Arvin Hart Fire Co
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In 2006 and 2007, the Town adopted a new Comprehensive Plan and prepared a Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS), which included a Farmland Protection & Green Infrastructure Plan. Together, these
plans sought to address the potential impacts of development through Smart Growth land use and planning strategies. These strategies foster quality development where
there is existing infrastructure and compatible land uses
and maintain important agricultural and open space resources. The plans also provided a long-term strategy to
address traffic related impacts of growth and maintain the
Town’s high quality of life and community character. The
Town has since help to conserve and promote its agricultural industry, preserve open space resources (particularly
those near the Saratoga National Historical Park), improve
roadway, sewer, water, and storm water infrastructure, and
welcome new residents and businesses in areas of the community that can accommodate new growth.
The Town participated in a regional Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) study in 2012 to explore the possibility of implementing a local TDR program. TDR programs are a market-based strategy that allow willing land
owners within open space areas to sell their development
rights to land owners in areas that support future growth.
Based on the study’s findings, the Town was awarded a
2014 NYS Department Agriculture & Markets Transfer of
Development Rights (TDR) grant to prepare a locally implemented program. This effort is currently underway in
being prepared in concert with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and GEIS update. It is envisioned that this program will be used to preserve farmland within the Town’s
portion of Saratoga County Consolidated Agricultural
District #1 and provide for new growth and development,
as recommended by the Town’s Comprehensive Plan,
along its Hudson River waterfront corridor (primarily between Mechanicville and the Village of Stillwater).
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Stillwater, continued
With funding support from the Capital District Transportation Committee (CDTC), the Town recently prepared and
adopted (2017) new FBC zoning for the corridor. The new
FBC zoning also includes various conservation based zoning
strategy within the vicinity of Saratoga National Historical
Park and within portion of the Saratoga County Consolidated Agricultural District #1. With respect to the recreation and transportation and with funding support from
NYS Office of Parks and Recreation, NYS Hudson River
Valley Greenway, and NYS Canals, the Town is now in the
process of developing its nearly five (5) mile segment of the
NYS Champlain Canal-way Trail, which (once complete)
will link the City of Albany to Lake Champlain.
Along the Saratoga Lake waterfront, the Town has been
working on several important initiatives. Perhaps its most
important achievement includes the purchase and revitalization of Browns Beach, which is the only public swimming
beach on Saratoga Lake. The once vibrant and cherished
community resource sat vacant for years while several proposed private development project came and went. However, through public and private partnerships, the Town was
able to redevelop and reopen the beach that now provides
new community gathering spaces, boat docks and related
facilities, and more local dining options. In an effort to protect Saratoga Lake’s water quality, the design of Browns
Beach includes improved storm water management controls. Furthermore, the Town is currently working to improved upland storm water using GIS technology, field investigation, water sampling, and sound engineering practices. This not only includes site-specific storm water projects,
it also includes the development and administration of its
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) program,
which is a federal and NYS required program that is intended to ensure comprehensive storm water management strategies and improved water quality. It is also worth noting
that a significant amount of the Town’s planning and zoning resources go into reviewing, monitoring, and administering projects and enforcing its land use laws along the
NYS Route 9P corridor and Saratoga Lake waterfront.

Efforts to promote growth and development along the
Hudson River waterfront corridor recently included the
preparation of a NYSDOS funded Hudson River Waterfront Revitalization Plan (2016). In addition to a number
of recreation, transportation, natural resource, and infraFinally, in an effort to develop a more comprehensive
structure recommendations, the plan called for the prepaneighborhood
plan for Saratoga Lake, the Town applied
ration of a Form Based Code (FBC) land use strategy to
for, and was awarded, NYSDOS funding to prepare
facilitate quality infill development along the corridor.
continued

continued
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the abovementioned Saratoga Lake & Route 9P Waterfront Plan (part of this funding will also be used to support the development of the Browns Beach community
pavilion). With the goal of identifying community supported, Saratoga Lake-specific land use, economic development, open space, recreation, transportation, and quality of life improvement strategies, the planning process
will include meaningful public participation (e.g., stakeholder interview, public workshops, etc.). To ensure its
implementation, the plan will be incorporated in to the
Comprehensive Plan update. The plan will be spearhead
and prepared by a primarily volunteer committee that
consists of local residents, business owners, members of
the Saratoga Lake Association, elected officials, and Town
staff. To date, the Town has been working to identify
This photo is a depiction of Moon’s Lake House. As you may
members of the committee and conduct preliminary exist- know from history, the potato chip was first made here. It was
ing conditions research. Once underway, every opportuni- located on the southwest shore of the lake (before the bridge), or if
ty for the public to participated will be published and stat- you’re riding, it’s the first property after the bridge when you turn
ed well in advance at Town Hall, in local newspapers, on
onto Crescent Avenue.
Town’s website, and through various social media outlets.
Ultimately, the goal is to have a plan that enjoys broad
THE YEAR IS 1917
community support, advance sustainable environmental
practices and economic development, preserves and imWhat a difference a century makes!
proves Saratoga Lake water quality, and maintains a high
quality of life for all of Saratoga Lake and Town of
 The average life expectancy for men was 47 years
Stillwater residents.
 Fuel for cars was sold in drug stores only
 Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub
Ed Kinowski, Supervisor
 Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone
Town of Stillwater
 The average US wage in 1910 was 22 cents per hour
664-6148
 The average US worker made between $200 and $400
Chairman, Saratoga County Board of Supervisors
per year
 More than 95 percent of all births took place at home
 Sugar cost four cents a pound
 Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen
 Coffee was fifteen cents a pound
 Most women only washed their hair once a month, and,
used Borax or egg yolks for shampoo
 The population of Las Vegas, Nevada was only 30.
 Two out of every 10 adults couldn't read or write.
And, only 6 percent of all Americans had graduated
from high school
 Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all available over
the counter at local corner drugstores. Back then pharmacists said, "Heroin clears the complexion, gives
buoyancy to the mind, regulates the stomach, bowels,
and is, in fact, a perfect guardian of health!"

Friendship

Imagine what it may be like in another 100 years.

