
President’s Message 
 
     John Cashin interviewed for and was approved as an 
SLA Board Member at the May 24 board meeting.  He 
told the Board that he would be able to attend board meet-
ings regularly.   
     John is a semi-retired attorney and currently serves as 
arbitrator of insurance disputes.  He is also an administra-
tive law judge in Ireland because he is a dual citizen.  His 
views are aligned with SLA’s mission statement.   
     John’s wife, Leslie Maeby,  is from the area and they 
met in the state legislature.  They bought their first house 
on 9P in 1984 and put a dock in and bought a boat.  His 
entire family loves the lake.   
     In 1987 the bought their current residence on Cedar 
Bluff Road.  They have lived in Europe and Middle East, 
but view this as their home.  He recognizes that the envi-
ronmental quality of the lake is under stress and is very 
invested in doing what he personally can to help. 
 
Tom Bonds 

Save the Date  

Annual SLA Meeting  

    July 12, 7 pm 

Panza’s Restaurant 

Shore Lines     
The Saratoga Lake Association    

P.O. Box 2152     
Ballston Spa, NY  12020     

www.saratogalake.org  http://   
www.facebook.com/ saratogalake/ 

www.saratogalakecam.com     
June 1, 2018     

 
Editors:       
 Julie Annotto         Sharon Urban    
 sinnidi@aol.com    urbans@nycap.rr.com 

Gearing up for Summer 

In early June the world 
Of leaf and blade and 
Flowers explodes, and every 
sunset is different —             
John Steinbeck 
 
(photo by Art Salvatore) 

Spring has sprung so sprout ideas, neighborhoods news, 
events, photos, issues of interest and concern, updates and 
association plans.  We want to hear from you.  
Submissions to Julie at sinnidi@aol.com by noon on    
Friday, June 15. 
 

Fireworks will be July 3 
Sponsored by the Town of Stillwater 

Brown’s Beach 
 
Adirondack Cruise and Charter is 
going to host a cruise to Brown’s to 
view the fireworks from the lake.  If 
you have never seen fireworks while 
floating on the water, it’s not to be 
missed.  Hal Raven, owner of    
Adirondack, is taking reservations 
for July 3rd.  If interested, visit 
their web site for contact information.  While there, you 
will be surprised at their offerings for different cruises 
throughout the season. 
 
http://www.adkcruise.com/ 

mailto:sinnidi@aol.com
http://www.adkcruise.com/


The Events Committee of SLA invites you to 
our 10th Annual Cocktail Party  

on the Terrace at Saratoga National Golf Club 
Tuesday, June 19th, 2018  –  from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 
Please join us for our most popular annual event !   

Enjoy a cash bar & a beautiful array of both hot & cold 
hors d’oeuvres. 

The cost for SLA members is $28 per person and                  
non-members are $35 per person. 

 
NEW EVENT POLICY FOR ALL FUNCTIONS: 

We would appreciate all RSVPs being submitted by the 
RSVP cut-off date, Tuesday, June 12th. 

If you miss a RSVP deadline, you might be able to attend if 
room permits.  However, late RSVPs will only be accepted 

online through Eventbrite at the 
Non-Member price for BOTH members and                          

non-members. 
 

Please send your reservation with all individual’s names 
along with your check (made payable to SLA) by Tuesday, 

June 12th to: 
Dianne Fedoronko – c/o SLA 

PO Box 2152 – Ballston Spa, New York 12020 
 

OR – Pay online to EVENTBRITE at this link: 
Facebook page or SLA page: http://saratogalake.org/sla-

commuity/sla-events 
Or directly at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sla-annual-

cocktail-party-tickets-45686969957 
 

This is always a super summer event– great food, terrific 
ambience & a good member turnout!   

We’d love to see those of you who have never joined us  
and am hoping that we can count on those of you who 

have, being with us again this year ! 
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Star Dad 
 

I love you, Dad, and want you to know, 
I feel your love wherever I go. 

Whenever I’ve problems, you’re there to assist, 
The ways you have helped me would                   

make quite a list. 
Your wisdom and knowledge have shown                

me the way, 
And I’m thankful for you as I live day by day. 

I don’t tell you enough how important you are, 
In my universe you’re a bright shining star. 

— Karl Fuchs 

There are so many development projects being      
proposed at the lake that it bears repeating this piece 
often. 
 
Principles of Smart Growth 
Encourage Community and Stakeholder           
Collaboration 
 
Citizen participation can be time-consuming, frustrat-
ing and expensive, but encouraging community and 
stakeholder collaboration can lead to creative, speedy 
resolution of development issues and greater communi-
ty understanding of the importance of good planning 
and investment.  Smart growth plans and policies devel-
oped without strong citizen involvement will at best not 
have staying power; at worst, they will be used to create 
unhealthy, undesirable communities.  When people 
feel left out of important decisions, they will be less 
likely to become engaged when tough decisions need to 
be made.  Involving the community early and often in 
the planning process vastly improves public support for 
smart growth and often leads to innovative strategies 
that fit the unique needs of each community.     
(source:   www.smartgrowth.org) 

Look Twice and Save a Life 
 
     Now that the weather is getting 
nicer, we see many more motorcy-
cles, bicycles and walkers.  Please 
take extra care to give them room 
and always be sure to remember 
the speed limit along 9P is          
35 mph. 

http://saratogalake.org/sla-commuity/sla-events
http://saratogalake.org/sla-commuity/sla-events
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sla-annual-cocktail-party-tickets-45686969957
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sla-annual-cocktail-party-tickets-45686969957


Grill safely this summer 
 

 Americans enjoy more than three billion barbecues each year.  But, barbecuing can 
be dangerous, even when you’re careful.  If you have a grilling accident, will you be covered 
by your homeowners insurance? 
 Homeowners insurance typically covers, fire, smoke, lightning, wind, hail, freezing of 
pipes, theft, explosion, falling objects, vandalism and a few other perils.   
 Hopefully, no one visiting your home will be harmed, but if someone were injured, 
he or she would receive payment for their medical expenses.  And if the person were to sue, 
you can rely on your liability coverage to protect you. 

 However, if the grilling accident injures a member of your household, this would not be covered by your home-
owner’s policy.  You would need to rely on your health insurance coverage to cover those medical expenses instead. 
 To avoid potentially disastrous situations, follow these simple tips: 
 
• Never store your gas cylinders in the house or garage.  Instead, make sure they are stored outside and away from your 

house.  Always ensure the valves are turned off when you are not using them and check regularly for leaks in the con-
nections using a soap and water mix that will show bubbles were gas escapes. 

 
• When ready to barbecue, protect yourself by wearing a heavy apron and an oven mitt that covers over your forearm. 

 
• Only use starter fluid designed for the charcoal grill you are using.  Never use gasoline.  To avoid a flash fire, never 

add more liquid fuel. 
 

• Grills should be kept on a level surface away from the house, the garage and most of all, children. 
 

• And keep a fire extinguisher nearby at all times. 
 
 Don’t forget about post-grilling safety either.  Keep your grill clean by removing fat or grease buildup from the 
grills and the trays below.  If using a charcoal grill, dispose of coals by soaking them in water and letting them cool com-
pletely before placing them in a metal container away from any structures.  Be aware that grills remain hot long after the 
cooking is done.   
 
Kevin Connors is a Certified Insurance Counselor and licensed Property/Casualty and Life Insurance Agent with The Connors Insurance Agency in 
Mechanicville, NY.  Mr. Connors can be reached at (518)664-7307 or KConnors@Connorsgroup.com 

The Connors Agency LLC | Insurance Since 1955 
Personal | Business | Life 
40 N. Central Avenue, PO Box 71  
Mechanicville, NY 12118 
Ph:  (518) 664-7307 x 107 
Fax:  (518) 664-2650 
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Free Fishing Days 
 

During Free Fishing Days/Weekends, anyone can fish the 
fresh waters of New York State and no fishing license is 
required! All other freshwater fishing regulations still   
apply. 
 
Upcoming Free Fishing Dates 
• June 23-24, 2018 
• September 22, 2018 
• November 11, 2018 
 
Ideas for Free Fishing Days 
• Try fishing for the first time. 
• Haven't fished in a while? Remember the joy of catch-
ing a fish again for free! 
• Become an ambassador to the sport; take a friend fish-
ing for the first time. 
• Invite a friend to New York to fish. 
• Take a spouse or significant other fishing. 
• Take the family fishing...and don't forget the grand-
parents! 
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In the News 

Lake George gets aid from NY to protect water quality 
http://wnyt.com/news/ny-to-aid-efforts-to-protect-lake-
george-water-quality/4925699/ 

To the man who urinated on the 
side of a residence on Make Your 
Own Way, you were caught on 
camera.    

For all the boaters out there!!  Enjoy……. 

Why Boats are not for Everybody! 

http://saratogalakecam.com/shorelines/boating.mp4 

http://www.saratogian.com/lifestyle/20180525/
operationsoberboater-kicks-off-in-capital-region  

OperationSoberBoater kicks off in Capital Region  

Don’t forget to check out the family fun events at the Saratoga 
National Historical Park this summer.  Visit their website at 
www.nps.gov/sara.  It’s a great place to visit for the family, or 
for the individual history buff. 

MISSING 
Blue kayak missing from southern end of the lake ....if 
found please contact Cathy at cathymck73@gmail.com  

Stillwater Public Library 

 

The Stillwater Public Library is going to 
kick off the summer with a sing-a-long 
for all ages.  Friday, June 29th at Block-
house Park from 6:00pm – 7:30pm.  
We’ll provide the guitar players and 
someone to start the singing, and you 

can join in the rest. Singing off key is allowed – no wor-
ries! Ice cream bars and fudge pops for anyone looking 
for a sweet. Call if you can make it, 518-664-6255. 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6091.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/7917.html
http://wnyt.com/news/ny-to-aid-efforts-to-protect-lake-george-water-quality/4925699/
http://wnyt.com/news/ny-to-aid-efforts-to-protect-lake-george-water-quality/4925699/
http://saratogalakecam.com/shorelines/boating.mp4
http://www.saratogian.com/lifestyle/20180525/operationsoberboater-kicks-off-in-capital-region
http://www.saratogian.com/lifestyle/20180525/operationsoberboater-kicks-off-in-capital-region
mailto:cathymck73@gmail.com


Joan Wade-Keszey couldn't stop laughing when she saw these tur-
tles hanging out on a log on Kayaderosseras Creek this spring.  
Happy Hour??? 

Join us on  Thursday, September 20, 2018, from 5:30-9pm 
at Saratoga National Golf Club for the 13th annual Feast of 
the Fields, an event that promises to be a fun-filled, deli-
cious evening featuring top chefs preparing small plates 
from fresh ingredients harvested by local farms, along with 
enticing products and drinks from local producers. 
A silent auction filled with items and experiences from local 
businesses and artisans will round out the night. Check out 
our website (saratogaplan.org) for updates on 2018 farms, 
chefs, menus, drinks, and more!  
 

A Senior’s Version of Facebook 
 
      For those of the genera-
tion who do not, and cannot, com-
prehend why Facebook exists I am 
trying to make friends outside of 
Facebook while applying the same 
principles.  Therefore, every day I 
walk down the street and tell pass-
ers-by what I have eaten, how I feel 
at the moment, what I have done 
the night before, what I will do 
later and with whom.  I give them 
pictures of my family, my dog and 
of my gardening, taking things 
apart in the garage, watering the lawn, standing in front 
of landmarks, driving around town, having lunch, and 
doing what anybody and everybody does every day.  I 
also listen to their conversations, give them “thumbs up” 
and tell them I “like” them. And it works just like Face-
book.  I already have four people following me:  2 police 
officers, a private investigator and a psychiatrist. 

 
 
 
Happy Birthday on June 6 
to Shirley Renzi, a longtime 
resident, friend and good 
neighbor to many of us.  
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

Today must be your  
birthday because the sun is 

shining bright 
       The clouds that are usually 

hiding it are now nowhere  
in sight  

         The birds are singing  
joyfully as the go happily 

on their way  
           It’s as if Mother Nature 

herself knew this was a 
special day! 
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Veal and Peppers with Sausage 

This is a recipe that started with Mom and I have changed 
it over the years.  The only time I use my electric fry pan is 
when I make this because it works so well! 
 
     I brown about 1 1/2 – 2 lbs of lean cubed veal and 3 
links of cut up Italian sausage with a little oil and 3 or 4 
cloves sliced garlic in the pan.  And salt and pepper.   
     Then I cut up about 12 good sized green peppers, a 
large onion and an 8 oz pack of fresh sliced mushrooms.  
Pour on a large and small can Hunt’s sauce and let simmer 
for about an hour.  Done! 
     We usually spoon it on angel hair (my homemade pas-
ta).  I make a lot because I share with Tina, who loves it 
but doesn’t make it because she’s the only one in her fami-
ly that likes it!  And the leftovers are even better the sec-
ond time around!  It’s great with Italian bread dipped in 
the sauce, too!  Delicious!! 

     2018’s Spring Adopt a Highway Roadside Clean-Up was 
Saturday, May 19th.   On behalf of the Saratoga Lake Associ-
ation I would like to thank those who took the time to vol-
unteer: Gove Effinger, Carol Dooley, Shelley Schafer,     
Patricia Meagher and Jim Mehrtens.  
     I’d like to give an extra thanks to Jim Mehrtens who vol-
unteered to do additional pick up during the week.  Every 
year we seem to have fewer and fewer people willing to vol-
unteer and as a result we didn’t have enough people to do 
all the areas – he did a small section every day until it was 
completed.   
     SLA is responsible for doing the area between Lake Road 
and Crescent Road - He also did the area between Lake 
Street and Plains Road which had a very large accumulation 
of trash.   
     Again, I’d like to thank those who came out and volun-
teered, especially since most don’t live on the stretch we do 
but we all know that every piece of trash picked up is one 
less item that won’t make its way into our lake.   
 
Thanks 
Tonya Trombley 
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In the Kitchen with Donna Bove Roadside Clean-up 2018 

Vanessa Couse celebrates her recent graduation from The   

College of Saint Rose with her grandfather, John Couse Senior, 

and her father, John Couse Junior.  Her grandparents, John 

and Linda Couse, are lake residents. 



 

MOREAU STATE PARK CELEBRATES                  
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
     Moreau Lake State Park, established in 1968, is located 
in the Palmertown Mountain Range, between Saratoga 
Springs and the Glens Falls area, in both Saratoga and 
Warren counties, Northway Exit 17 South.  A jewel for a 
day trip or camping adventure right in our backyard.  Dis-
cover the park’s beautiful scenic views and challenging ter-
rain on both the shores of the Hudson River. Come camp 
(mid-May to mid-December – cabins year round), non-
motorized boat, swim, fish, and explore the many trails 
available for hiking, biking, snowshoeing and cross-country 
skiing. Remember to stop by the Nature Center, supported 
by the Friends of Moreau, where environmental programs 
and numerous interactive wildlife displays may be experi-
enced.  https://parks.ny.gov/parks/150/.   Check out the 
numerous upcoming events. 
     The lake lies amid hardwood forests, pine stands and 
rocky ridges. Shady groves of trees shelter picnic grounds 
and a pavilion overlooking the lake. Wooded campgrounds 
are quiet and secluded, offering facilities for group camp-
ers, as well as tent and trailer sites. Two pavilions, each 
with a 120-person capacity and a 20’x30′ tent which can 
accommodate up to 75 people, may be reserved on a daily 
basis. The sandy beach, nature, hiking and cross-country 
ski trails, opportunities for non-motorized boating, fishing 
and ice fishing. 
 
FACTS: there are  41 Miles of Hiking Trails; 5,945 acres 
of land (more land acquisition forthcoming); 3 Lakes – 
Lake Ann, Lake Bonita and Moreau Lake; Borders Hudson 
River and overlooks Spier Falls Dam; Moreau Lake is 128 
acres in surface area, 3.6 miles of shoreline, average depth 
of 32′ and maximum depth of 50′. 
 
GEOLOGY:  The round, bowl-like shape of Moreau Lake 
provides a clue as to how the lake was formed. Moreau 
Lake is considered a “kettle-hole” lake. Over the past two 
million years, four different glaciers moved south during 
the ice age, covering the area with glaciers up to a mile 
thick. When the last glaciers retreated about 10,000 years 
ago, a huge block of ice became separated and was left be-
hind. That isolated block of ice then became partially  
 

continued 

Page 8      Shore Lines    June  1, 2018 

buried in meltwater sediments.  When the ice block 
eventually melted, it left behind a depression in the sedi-
ment that filled with water. The sandy, gravelly shores 
and bottom of Moreau Lake are the sediments that sur-
rounded the now filled. 
 
THE FRIENDS OF MOREAU STATE PARK 
 
Friends is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated 
to the support and promotion of environmental educa-
tion programs and other activities at Moreau Lake State 
Park. In July 1995, the Friends of Moreau Lake was 
formed by a group of dedicated volunteers and park us-
ers who saw a need at the park for preservation, educa-
tion, understanding and appreciation of the natural en-
vironment. Through the years the park has been signifi-
cantly enhanced by the efforts of the Friends group, in-
cluding the growth of the nature center from a small 
one room structure to the magnificent building we have 
today. The Friends of Moreau Lake State Park advocate 
on behalf of the park not only by raising money, but 
also by ensuring our elected officials know what a treas-
ure we have in Moreau Lake State Park and by creating 
awareness of important issues that affect the park and 
the community.  We are 100% volunteer. All of our 
funding is through private donations, fundraisers and 
memberships. https://friendsofmoreaulake.org/get-
involved/  
 
Karen Lipiccolo-Barnish 

https://parks.ny.gov/parks/150/
https://friendsofmoreaulake.org/get-involved/
https://friendsofmoreaulake.org/get-involved/
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SLPID  

Submitted by Commissioner Cristina Connolly 

Left:  one of our lake stewards checks a boat for invasive 

species. 

Right:  Weed cutters are primed and ready to cut 

weeds 

Left:  The crew from Solitude Lake Manage-

ment (who were responsible for the weed treat-

ment last week) pose at the end of the day 

with their equipment 



Rob Fiorentino of the DEC wrote that they have collected 10 
Walleye and 10 Perch for testing to keep the department of 
health fish consumption up to date.  He said it may take a year 
to get the information back; that this was normal rotation of fish 
from the region.  They do 5-6 water per year.  See the link for 
more information. 

https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/outdoors/
fish/health_advisories/ 

Stillwater Area Community Center  

Stillwater Youth Theatre’s production of Thoroughly 
Modern Millie are June 1 and 2 at 7:30pm and June 3 
at 2pm. Tickets are available at the door for all shows. 
Admission is $8/adults; $5/students and seniors. 
(submitted by Aimee Salecker) 

It bears repeating . . . .  
  
    Each  year we print some com-
ments from readers about summer 
renters.  We thought it would be 
beneficial to print some of them 
again, especially if you are a landlord 
or live next to a property that is  
rented.  
  
• Choose your tenants every bit as carefully as you 

choose your rental property;  
• Always remember, as a general rule, tenants don’t take 

care of the property;  
• f you rent your property, it is important to the neigh-

borhood that you maintain upkeep on it;  
• Inform your tenants to have regard for neighbors with 

regard to noise, campfires, and litter.  
• If you allow pets, inform the renters that they must 

keep them on their own property and clean up after 
them;  

  
Above all, if everyone considers the rights of the landlords, 
renters and neighborhood, it’ll be a great summer!  
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Be Good Neighbors 
 
     Unfortunately, every summer we hear of missing and 
stolen property around the lake.  If your neighbors aren’t 
full-time summer residents, please keep an eye on their 
properties.  If you see anything suspicious, call the     
Sheriff’s Office. 

https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/outdoors/fish/health_advisories/
https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/outdoors/fish/health_advisories/


Saratoga Springs plans gun                        
buy-back program 

By: Joseph Phelan jphelan@digitalfirstmedia.com 
POSTED: Monday, May 21, 2018  
 
     Saratoga Springs Commissioner of Public Safety Peter Martin 
said a June 2 buy-back program will help people safely get rid of 
unwanted guns.  
     Following the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Florida, the city voted to eliminate the gun 
show at the City Center. Additionally, Mayor Meg Kelly 
said the city would explore buying people's guns.  
On June 2, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m., the city will partner 
with businesses and the Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion of Saratoga Springs for a gun-buy back program.  
"You find that there's a lot of people who happen to own 
guns, happen to possess guns that don't really want them, 
because they either inherited them or when they bought a 
property, it turns out that in an old barn there were some 
old guns left and they are looking for a safe way to get rid 
of those guns," said Peter Martin, commissioner of public 
safety. "Here's a safe way for those people who want to get 
rid of guns to do it." 
     Saratoga Springs police will be on hand, picking up the 
guns directly from the vehicles into the church. The guns 
will later be destroyed. 
     Local businesses have come together with $50 gift cards 
to give to participants. Long guns and pistols are accepted, 
but guns must be cleared of ammunition. Ammunition 
will not be bought back. 

Ronald McDonald House Charities 
 
     Ronald McDonald House Charities of the Capital Re-
gion promotes health, development and well being of chil-
dren and their families.  We accomplish this through the 
Ronald McDonald House, a home away from home for 
families of seriously ill children, and by creating and sup-
porting programs that directly improve the lives of children 
and their families. 
     We can all help by supporting a program called “Pulling 
for the Ronald McDonald House.”  As we begin our sea-
son of get-togethers, please consider collecting and saving 
the pull tabs off aluminum cans.  They are recyclable, high 
in quality and more valuable than the can.  The tabs are 
brought to a local recycling center where they are weighed 
and redeemed for cash per pound. 
    One hundred percent of monies raised is put into the 
direct operations of their local charity and they make a 
great impact on services for critically ill children and their 
families during times of crises. 
     We are fortunate to have one of our members very in-
volved in this program.  Please contact Maria Mahar at  
587-0310.  She will arrange to pick up your pull tabs for 
the Ronald McDonald House Charities program. 
 
WITH THE BUSY SEASON UPON US, PLEASE SAVE 
YOUR PULL TABS FOR THIS VERY WORTHWHILE 
PROGRAM. 
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Art Maciariello watches turkey vultures across from his home every 
morning as they look for breakfast.  Best not to lie too still if you’re 
sunbathing!!   

    The sport of SUP 
boarding has exploded. 
Thousands of new folks 
are getting on the water 
with their boards for the 
first time. It’s great, it’s 
fun, but do you know 
what you need to have 
and do to be legal on the 
water?  
The U.S. Coast Guard 
(USCG) has determined 
that SUP boards operated 
outside a surfing, swim-
ming or bathing area are 
“vessels” under USCG 
regulations. The following 

refers to what that means for you when you’re outside 
those areas. 
 
Life Jackets: 
• Each paddler 13 years of age or older must have a 
USCG-approved Type I, II, III, or appropriate Type V (see 
below) life jacket. It doesn’t have to be worn, although 
that’s certainly the wisest plan, and one which we strongly 
recommend. 
• A child 12-years old or younger must wear their USCG-
approved life jacket. 
• The jacket must be in “serviceable condition,” without 
rips, tears or deterioration that will diminish its perfor-
mance. 
• The jacket must be of an appropriate size and fit for the 
wearer. 
• A Type V jacket can be used as long as it’s USCG-
approved and applicable for the activity. 
• Belt pouch-type inflatable PFDs, such as the ones we 
carry, must be worn on the person to meet the life jacket 
regulation. For other types of inflatable PFDs, check the 
approval description printed on the unit for restrictions. 
• For all life jackets, be sure to read the label to know if 
special requirements pertain to that device. 
 

Just recently in the news was the tragic death of a young man who drowned in Lake George.  His kayak tipped over and he 
was not wearing a life vest. This is a good reminder for kayakers and paddle boarders to follow safety rules.  The following are 
U.S. Coast Guard Regulations for Stand-up Paddlers, but this also applies to kayakers. 
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Other Required Gear: 
• A whistle or other sound producing device must be 
carried to warn other boaters. 
• If you’re on the water after sunset, you need to have a 
flashlight, or similar lighting device, to warn other boaters. 
What You Need to Do: 
• As the operator of a vessel, you need to follow the  
 
Navigation Rules. 
     You are also required to report any boating accident or 
injury to the local reporting authority, either the USCG 
or other agency that has been delegated that authority. 
So, if you have this gear and follow these rules you should 
be legal under USCG regulations. State and local agencies 
may have additional rules or more restrictive versions of 
the federal ones. 
     Remember, on a SUP board you’re about the most 
vulnerable person on the water. Watch out for power 
boats and other crafts; use your signaling devices to help 
them spot you. Wearing brightly colored life jackets and 
apparel in well traveled waterways can be a life saver. Also, 
many boating accidents involve alcohol; it’s best to leave 
the celebration until you’re back on shore. 
     Have a great time on the water and above all, boat safe! 



News from Arvin Hart 
“Summer has Finally Arrived” 

  
     As it gets warmer, or at least tries to, thoughts turn to 
sunny days and vivid sunsets.  Seasonal changes also affect 
your local fire service.   
     Our Air Boat fortunately didn’t see much action over 
the winter but it’s always in service and ready to go with 
spring and summer challenges.  Remember, we are not a 
tow service — we are an emergency service, and our air boat 
can’t tow anything.  Normally winter and early spring 
weather prompts more activity for the companies serving 
the water ways but this has not been a bad winter.   
     We have had a number of 
serious fires and we always have 
something to learn. Check your 
wood stove regularly and make 
sure you have a working smoke 
alarm on every level.  Once the 
alarm sounds you need to get 
out of the residence without hes-
itation and NEVER go back in 
for anything.  We have also talked about CO detectors; you 
should have changed the batteries in your smoke and CO 
detectors.  Get into the habit of also checking the dates the 
detectors were manufactured.  CO detectors are good for 5 
to 7 years and then the sensors are subject to failure or false 
alarm.  On the other hand smoke sensors work best during 
a 10 year range and should be vacuumed out annually.  
After 10 years, time for new ones.  New detectors being 
sold in New York State will be required to be ten year life 
alarms, with no battery change required.  The fact is 30 
years ago you had about 17 minutes to escape a house fire; 
today it’s down to 3 to 4 minutes, other than residents 
nothing is important enough to hesitate.  Have an escape 
plan, a meeting point and report to the first fire officer on 
the scene that all residents are out of the home. 
     We have discussed fire department access to your prop-
erty, now that the snow and ice is gone make sure your 
driveway is at least 12’ wide, and the trees are trimmed up 
at least 12 foot from the ground over the driveway.  We are 
again going to ask if there is a visible number on your prop-
erty and is it able to be seen approaching from both direc-
tions from the road.  Until we have a more sophisticated 
GPS response system in the trucks we need you to get that 
4” number posted.  The County is working on a new com-
puter aided dispatch system that will help but there is no 
end date at this time.  As I travel around the town I see 
many driveways that are going to be tough to get into due 
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to large limbs.  Trim the trees back to make entry quicker. 
     With spring clean up comes the urge to burn.  There 
are specific regulations which are enforced by The Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation.  Essentially all open 
burning in New York State is prohibited except for the 
following; campfires less than 3 feet in height and 4 feet in 
length, width and diameter are permitted, small cooking 
fires are allowed, fire cannot be left unattended and must 
be fully extinguished if unattended.  You may burn tree 
limbs with attached leaves if the limbs are less than 6” in 
diameter and 8’ in length.  Be mindful that the Town of 
Stillwater requires a burn permit which is copied to the 
fire department.  If we are called out for a fire where no 
permit is issued, we have no choice but to extinguish it.  
The burning regulations are an air quality issue and will be 
enforced by the Environmental Conservation Police. 
     We are always looking for new members to support our 
volunteer efforts.  If you are interested please contact us at 
recruit@arvinhart.org or stop by the station and have a cup 
of coffee.  We are normally there on Wednesday evenings 
and Saturday mornings.  If we had to pay staff to replace 
our volunteers we would be paying that person about 
$21.00 per hour or more.  Of course, that would raise tax-
es. We don’t do it for the money — we do it because we 
like to serve others and for the challenges.  For other infor-
mation about the fire company serving the Town of 
Stillwater please take a moment to visit us at 
www.arvinhart.org or find us on Facebook. 
 
Tom Rinaldi, Commissioner 
Stillwater Fire District/Arvin Hart Fire Company 
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