
Will a shoreline hillside of decaying tree 
stumps preserve and enhance the scenic   

beauty of Saratoga Lake? 
The Town of Saratoga seems to think so.   

(written and submitted by John Cashin) 
 
     As we all can see, new housing construction seems to be 
constant in the four municipalities surrounding Saratoga 
Lake. Whether it be a single bungalow knock-down on 
Route 9P, a new set of townhouses in Regatta View or the 
Lake Local expansion, the pace of development in the Lake 
Watershed is relentless. While it might not be in your back-
yard today, sooner or later the wail of a chain saw will be 
visiting your neighborhood. It’s time for property owners 
to take an interest. 
 

The Witt Subdivision at Cedar Bluff 
 
     It appears that developers in Saratoga County never met a 
zoning code or vision from a Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
that should apply to their subdivisions. Unfortunately, zon-
ing boards and planning boards are oft too willing to accom-
modate this notion with quiet approval. A case in point is 
the proposed Witt Subdivision at Cedar Bluff overlooking 
Saratoga Lake. I’ll explain the applicable codes and plans at 
the conclusion of this article. 
     The Cedar Bluff Subdivision application is now before 
the Town Planning Board. This Conservation Subdivision 
covering 111.6 acres consists of 32 homes clustered on 58.0 
acres above Saratoga Lake.  
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Get Involved 

President’s Message 
 

Welcome to the Flat Earth 
     You’ve probably heard about people who fervently be-
lieve the earth is flat. There are websites and conventions 
for these folks to share their beliefs. Why some people de-
ny that the earth is a sphere is hard to say, and perhaps 
there is a psychological explanation for why some people 
have a strong desire to look for conspiracy in everyday life. 
But whether it is an unmet emotional need, or a religious 
belief, or a straight put on, they certainly have an argument 
to counter every basic scientific or observational fact that 
tells us the earth is round. Some arguments are straight 
denial, such as saying that manned space flight and satel-
lites and NASA are a hoax. Other arguments, while scien-
tifically flawed, are certainly well thought out and can be 
amusing to hear.  

continued next page 

Have you sent in your SLA membership? 
 

     Our membership year begins on January 1 and ends 
December 31.  We must receive your membership dues 
prior to February 15, 2019 in order for you to continue 
receiving SLA communications. 
     If you have not sent your membership dues in, please 
do so by February 15, 2019.We wouldn’t want you to miss 
any news from Shore Lines.  
     Thank you to everyone who has sent their membership 
forms in already. 
Best,  
Brooke Roberts  



President’s Message, continued 
 
     So what does it tell us when something as blatantly 
obvious and factual as the earth being round and rotating 
in orbit around the sun tell you? Well, any fact can be 
challenged. So what makes a fact a fact? The pathway to 
fact, truth and understanding that has been with us since 
the 17th century is the Scientific Method.   
     Starting with an observation (the sun rises, the stars 
rotate in the sky, the moon has phases, etc.) we start with 
a hypothesis or possible explanation. The next step is to 
test that hypothesis with scientific experimentation. 
These experimental findings must then be replicated and 
finally verified through peer review.  
     It is only through this process that we can establish 
what is scientific fact and it is with this process that we 
have advanced science.  For example, that GPS that we 
would be so lost without not only utilizes satellites that 
orbit the round earth, but the system’s precision hinges on 
Einstein’s scientifically proven Theory of General Relativi-
ty, compensating for time dilation and the curvature of 
spacetime. So if you don’t believe the earth is round, I’m 
sure you don’t believe in the curvature of spacetime, so 
please don’t use that GPS!  
     Closer to home, we need to apply the scientific method 
to assess the health of Saratoga Lake. This is why we need 
to collect data about our lake and the watershed - so we 
can test hypotheses to explain the changes we observe.        
When we find a scientifically proven fact is challenged we 
must push back.  
     When a developer tells you that cutting down trees 
doesn’t increase ground erosion that impacts the lake, 
don’t be a flat-earther. You must fight back with scientific 
facts! If we don’t we will be putting the health of our lake 
in jeopardy. 
 
Joe Schwartz 
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Changes Planned for Panza’s Restaurant 
 
Saratogian, February 6, 2019 
by Lauren Halligan 
 
     Longtime local business Panza’s Restaurant is entering a 
new chapter, as it makes a move to the Spa City with poten-
tial renovation plans for its original site on Saratoga Lake. 
     This spring, around the end of March, Panza’s Restau-
rant is moving its operations from its 510 Rt. 9P location in 
Stillwater to 129 South Broadway in Saratoga Springs. 
     Beginning sometime in April, the 81-year-old restaurant 
will set up shop in a new spot, the currently vacant South 
Broadway building that was most recently home to Paradiso 
Ristorante, but best known as the former Trade Winds res-
taurant.   
     “We signed a lease over there, and we’ll be moving our 
whole restaurant over there, in hopes that the town will 
give us the approvals that we need to do our renovations,” 
said Tony Panza, who runs the family business with his 
brother Mike Panza. 
     The owners want to revamp their Saratoga Lake loca-
tion, where the restaurant and banquet venue has operated 
since the 1930s. Their plan includes demolishing the exist-
ing building, constructing a new two-story building for its 
restaurant and banquet facility, and adding a small bou-
tique hotel to the property. 
     The hotel would have approximately 30 rooms, which 
would be available to wedding parties and event guests us-
ing the banquet hall. It would be the first hotel in the town 
of Stillwater, Tony said. 
     The business submitted a project proposal last summer, 
but it didn’t meet all of the town’s criteria and the board 
did not review it. 
     Tony said they are now in the process of re-submitting 
the project proposal. 
     The Panzas started working on plans for this project, 
which would be a large investment, nearly two years ago. 
The building is in need of some major renovations, Tony 
said, and the business also needs them in order to stay com-
petitive in the wedding and banquet market. 
     However, leaving it in the past is bittersweet. “This is the 
spot that my family started in 1938,” Tony said. “There’s a 
lot of history here in this building, and it’s got a lot of 
memories.” 

 

Dunning Street Station 
Celebrating Valentine’s Day  

Dinner Specials all week 
Wednesday February 13 thru Sunday February 17 

 
Come in and enjoy Valentine specials including: 
scallops, veal marsala, lobster tail, filet mignon, 

red snapper and tuxedo mousse, along with        
specially priced drinks 



A truck went through the ice on Saratoga Lake...  

report from DEC below. . . 

     On January 27, DEC Environmental Conservation 
Police Officers (ECOs) received a report of a truck 
through the ice in Saratoga Lake in the vicinity of Stony 
Point. An ECO responded and located an older mid-size 
pickup truck about a ½ mile off Brown’s Beach with its 
front wheels stuck in a press crack in the ice. 
     Upon investigation, the officer determined the truck 
became stuck the night before. The owner of the truck 
and a friend returned at 2 a.m. in a full-size pickup truck 

belonging to the friend’s employer to attempt to free the stuck 
vehicle. While traveling across the ice to the stuck vehicle, the 
larger truck broke through the ice and sunk to the bottom. 
Both occupants of the truck were able to escape and return 
safely to shore. 
     The subjects returned during the day and were able to get 
the stuck vehicle off the ice, but were unable to locate the sec-
ond truck as the water had refrozen. 
     Along with a second ECO, the ECO was joined by the two 
men and some nearby residents to search for the location of 
the larger truck. They found the truck about a ¼ mile from 
shore. The owner of the truck was contacted and attempts to 
remove the vehicle from the water began the following day. The 
vehicle currently remains in the water. DEC has been monitor-
ing the efforts daily. No sheens or other signs of automotive 

fluid in the water have been observed to date. 
     Due to the cold weather, and with DEC approval, 
salvage operations have been suspended until this 
weekend. DEC has required the owner to clearly de-
lineate the area around any open water resulting from 
the salvage operation until the ice has returned and 
thickened. 
     DEC does not plan to take any enforcement action 
at this time, provided the vehicle is removed in a time-
ly manner and no automotive fluids are released into 
the environment. 
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Courtesy of the Daily Gazette 

Courtesy of the Daily Gazette 

Photo by Steve Bleznyk 



Casino eyes change in face of growing competition 
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/casino-eyes
-change-in-face-of-growing-competition/article_aac857d6-
1a72-11e9-b977-87019fdc4e8d.html 

Subject: Group forms to protect creek | Local |  
https://poststar.com/news/local/group-forms-to-protect-
creek/article_c9a9dfaf-b682-5da3-8474-
1054f57e7e15.html  

Tick workshops planned at 4-H training center in Ballston 
Spa https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/tick-
workshops-planned-at--h-training-center-in-ballston/
article_ffb6b0b6-20d6-11e9-9cf3-f7744f5bd561.html 

Saratoga Springs native pens novel to help Medical Mis-
sions https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/
saratoga-springs-native-pens-novel-to-help-medical-
missions/article_6e35084c-1e77-11e9-87a8-
ebafbb10cebd.html 

Did you miss the Lunar Eclipse?  Enjoy this 
video sent by Maria Mahar. 

https://youtu.be/Rrg_5Eta_Bk 
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Notable News Mark Your Calendar 
Events at Doc Brown’s 

Check Doc Brown’s web site at www.brownsbeachresort.com 

for information and updates. 

Doc Brown’s will reopen on February 15 
 

Joe Roy Jackson and The Blues Band  
Saturday, February 16 

 
Winter Carnival—Ice Racers 

Sunday, February 24 
https://www.facebook.com/ElectricCityRiders/ 

Too Much Junk Mail? 
 
Stop junk mail by opting out …  the 
average American household re-
ceives 848 pieces of junk mail per 
year!  The secret to cutting back ef-
fortlessly?  Just register for free with 
OptOutPreScreen.com and 
DMAchoice.org.  These sites auto-
matically take you off of lists for 
marketing  materials and catalogs 
for up to five years. (Woman’s World) 

Saratoga Springs State of City address: Key goals and updates 
for 2019 https://www.saratogian.com/news/saratoga-springs-
state-of-city-address-key-goals-and-updates/article_a2e28c12-
25c6-11e9-8be3-878f0d7024fa.html 

New Thruway welcome center highlights Saratoga County 
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/new-thruway-
welcome-center-highlights-saratoga-county/article_e321ada2-
2405-11e9-8ceb-bfed481b5705.html 

Pothole season is coming:  https://wnyt.com/news/
pothole-problems/5235082/ 

Champlain Canalway Trail keeps growing 
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/champlain
-canalway-trail-keeps-growing/article_da22f02c-2332-11e9-
8873-5b6e6c7b56a1.html 

You can find DOT Traffic, Travel and Transit 
Information at: 
        https://511ny.org 

The New York Racing Association confirms 
the Saratoga Race Course will open earlier this year. 
This year's meet will begin on Thursday, July 11. It will 
run the traditional 40 days through Labor Day. 
 
New this year, the track will be dark on Monday and 
Tuesday 

Chicago developer buying 165 acres at Luther Forest 
tech park - Times Union 
https://www.timesunion.com/business/article/Chicago-
developer-buying-165-acres-at-Luther-13594203.php 

https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/casino-eyes-change-in-face-of-growing-competition/article_aac857d6-1a72-11e9-b977-87019fdc4e8d.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/casino-eyes-change-in-face-of-growing-competition/article_aac857d6-1a72-11e9-b977-87019fdc4e8d.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/casino-eyes-change-in-face-of-growing-competition/article_aac857d6-1a72-11e9-b977-87019fdc4e8d.html
https://poststar.com/news/local/group-forms-to-protect-creek/article_c9a9dfaf-b682-5da3-8474-1054f57e7e15.html
https://poststar.com/news/local/group-forms-to-protect-creek/article_c9a9dfaf-b682-5da3-8474-1054f57e7e15.html
https://poststar.com/news/local/group-forms-to-protect-creek/article_c9a9dfaf-b682-5da3-8474-1054f57e7e15.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/tick-workshops-planned-at--h-training-center-in-ballston/article_ffb6b0b6-20d6-11e9-9cf3-f7744f5bd561.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/tick-workshops-planned-at--h-training-center-in-ballston/article_ffb6b0b6-20d6-11e9-9cf3-f7744f5bd561.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/tick-workshops-planned-at--h-training-center-in-ballston/article_ffb6b0b6-20d6-11e9-9cf3-f7744f5bd561.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/saratoga-springs-native-pens-novel-to-help-medical-missions/article_6e35084c-1e77-11e9-87a8-ebafbb10cebd.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/saratoga-springs-native-pens-novel-to-help-medical-missions/article_6e35084c-1e77-11e9-87a8-ebafbb10cebd.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/saratoga-springs-native-pens-novel-to-help-medical-missions/article_6e35084c-1e77-11e9-87a8-ebafbb10cebd.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/saratoga-springs-native-pens-novel-to-help-medical-missions/article_6e35084c-1e77-11e9-87a8-ebafbb10cebd.html
https://youtu.be/Rrg_5Eta_Bk
https://www.facebook.com/ElectricCityRiders/
https://www.saratogian.com/news/saratoga-springs-state-of-city-address-key-goals-and-updates/article_a2e28c12-25c6-11e9-8be3-878f0d7024fa.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/saratoga-springs-state-of-city-address-key-goals-and-updates/article_a2e28c12-25c6-11e9-8be3-878f0d7024fa.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/saratoga-springs-state-of-city-address-key-goals-and-updates/article_a2e28c12-25c6-11e9-8be3-878f0d7024fa.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/new-thruway-welcome-center-highlights-saratoga-county/article_e321ada2-2405-11e9-8ceb-bfed481b5705.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/new-thruway-welcome-center-highlights-saratoga-county/article_e321ada2-2405-11e9-8ceb-bfed481b5705.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/new-thruway-welcome-center-highlights-saratoga-county/article_e321ada2-2405-11e9-8ceb-bfed481b5705.html
https://wnyt.com/news/pothole-problems/5235082/
https://wnyt.com/news/pothole-problems/5235082/
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/champlain-canalway-trail-keeps-growing/article_da22f02c-2332-11e9-8873-5b6e6c7b56a1.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/champlain-canalway-trail-keeps-growing/article_da22f02c-2332-11e9-8873-5b6e6c7b56a1.html
https://www.saratogian.com/news/local-news/champlain-canalway-trail-keeps-growing/article_da22f02c-2332-11e9-8873-5b6e6c7b56a1.html
https://511ny.org
https://www.timesunion.com/business/article/Chicago-developer-buying-165-acres-at-Luther-13594203.php
https://www.timesunion.com/business/article/Chicago-developer-buying-165-acres-at-Luther-13594203.php


Cashin, development—continued 
 
     The allegedly “Preserved Open Space” portion of the par-
cel covers 54.27 acres which is largely steeply sloped, forested 
land. The trouble is the application calls for the complete 
clearing of the 54+ acre forest in the “Preserved Open Space” 
to create lake views from the housing lots above it. Contrary 
to science on the topic, as well as the zoning code1, to prevent 
erosion and sediment from flowing off the steep slopes into 
Saratoga Lake, 
the plan is to 
leave the tree 
stumps on those 
slopes. In papers 
filed with its ap-
plication, the 
developer indi-
cates this will 
have “No Im-
pact” on the 
Town’s aesthetic 
resources. By 
stating so, the 
applicant hopes 
to avoid a full 
environmental 
review that 
would otherwise 
be required. 
      As your average fourth-grader knows, tree stumps are 
dead. Dead things don’t grow; they decay. In fact, depending 
on the tree variety – hard-wood versus soft-wood — a tree 
stump will lose between one-fifth and one-third of its biomass 
in the first two years.2 This can accelerate in the warmer 
months when insect infestation is more likely. Hillside tree 
stump retention is only suggested in forestry when immediate 
tree replanting is implemented. The theory is that stump re-
tention may serve to obstruct ‘sheet-flow’ stormwater run-off 
until replacement trees’ root systems are established. This was 
all explained in a research paper prepared for the Planning 
Board by Dr. Thomas Yannios.  
     The danger of tree removal on these steep slopes was also 
cautioned in a letter to the Planning Board from the Saratoga 
County Soil and Water Conservation District. The letter 
reads in part, ”
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Unfortunate-
ly, no replacement trees are included in this application to 
stabilize the hillside, for they would eventually obstruct the 
lake sunset views from the million-dollar homes planned for 
the hilltop. That inconvenient letter has simply been ig-

nored. The 
damage to the 
lake will be a 
sacrifice the 
lake communi-
ty will have to 
suffer in favor 
of those views 
for a few privi-
leged          
homeowners.  
     It is stun-
ning to think 
that the Plan-
ning Board is 
ignoring the 
science, the 
law and the 
warning, by 
accepting this 

‘tree stump retention’ proposal without question. As the 
Board’s December 19th meeting minutes reflect, after the 
plan was presented, “Chairman Ian Murray asked if there 
were any Board questions; there were none.”  How is it 
possible that a Planning Board of 8 allegedly competent 
people appointed to serve the interests of the residents of 
our town, can review this proposal in detail and not raise a 
single question? Were they intimidated into silence by the 
developer or the non-resident Planning Board Chairman? 
Can you imagine how an entire hillside of decaying tree 
stumps will enhance the scenic beauty of our community? 
As the stumps decay over time, without replacement trees, 
how will this prevent erosion and runoff into the lake as 
predicted? A panel of fourth-graders would do better.  In 
the end, the community gets to look at Nature’s junkyard, 
while the million-dollar-home owners get their lake views. 
Whose interests are the Planning Board members protect-
ing, the community’s or the developer’s?  If this doesn’t 
incite outrage among our residents, nothing will.  

continued page 6 



Cashin, development—continued 
 
Sacrificed for views; dense clusters of trees on steep slopes 
slated to be cleared with only stumps remaining . . . 
 
     To make matters worse, the cleared open space will be 
owned, not by an HOA or any other independent body as 
required under the zoning code.4 Rather, one lot owner will 
have exclusive ownership of what should be perpetual, set 
aside open space preserved for the benefit of the communi-
ty. Such privatization and obliteration of the forest are not 
what was contemplated and promoted in the zoning code 
nor the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. Yet, at the December 
meeting, not a single question was raised, as members of 
the public in attendance were prohibited from speaking. 
These drastic deviations from the Comprehensive Plan and 
zoning code set the trajectory of future development around 
Saratoga Lake as other developers demand similar treat-
ment. The Planning Board appears poised to approve this 
travesty. It can only happen if a groundswell of conserva-
tionists and residents fails to object. Several Town activists 
have provided the Planning Board with extensive letters, 
legal memos and technical papers. To date neither the 
Town Board nor the Planning Board have offered any re-
sponse on the merits of these submissions.  It appears we 
are all being dismissed as mere NIMBY’s by the ‘we know 
better’ Planning Board. Believe me, you can’t make this 
stuff up. It is there for all to see in the minutes of the Plan-
ning Board meetings on March 26th and December 19th as 
well as numerous documents filed with the Board. 
http://www.townofsaratoga.com/contactinformation/
December%2019%202018%20Planning%20Board%
20Minutes.htm 
http://www.townofsaratoga.com/contactinformation/
March%2028%202018%20Planning%20Board%
20Minutes.htm 
 
Conservation Subdivision and the Comprehensive Plan 
 
    Local officials in most rural and suburbanizing areas5 

have made a long-term choice to abandon conventional 
subdivision development in favor of conservation or open 
space development which preserves the rural character of 
our communities. Conservation subdivisions allow the 
same overall amount of development that is already permit-
ted. The key difference is that this technique requires new 
construction to be located or clustered on only a portion, 
typically half, of the parcel.  The remaining open space is 
intended to be preserved in perpetuity for the benefit of the 
community for generations to come. 
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     The beauty of open space subdivision zoning is that it is 
easy to administer, does not take development potential 
away from the developer and can be extremely effective in 
permanently protecting a substantial portion of diminishing 
forested lands. It does not require large public expenditures 
to purchase development rights or acquire land outright 
and allows farmers and others to extract their rightful equi-
ty without seeing their entire land holding bulldozed for 
complete coverage by housing lots.  By clustering the homes 
in one area, towns can preserve certain types of irreplacea-
ble natural resources, protect a watershed or preserve other 
scenic features of a hill crest and mature tree stands. Ongo-
ing stewardship of the set aside open space is typically the 
responsibility of a homeowners’ association (HOA), deeded 
to the municipality or a land trust under a permanent con-
servation easement.  Appropriation of the open space to an 
individual lot owner disenfranchises the community of the 
natural setting of land set aside for the benefit of the com-
munity. 
     The Town of Saratoga recognized the value of open 
space preservation in the Town’s Comprehensive Plan with 
its stated intent to focus on “…preservation of the most environ-
mentally sensitive lands. These lands include steep slopes, flood-
plains, wetlands, mixed forests and streams, together with a protec-
tion corridor on both sides.  The long-term goal is to preserve one-
hundred percent of these sensitive environmental resources.6  In 
conjunction with the Comprehensive Plan, Saratoga’s zon-
ing code reflects the goals of protecting our rural character, 
scenic beauty and natural resources.  The Town’s zoning 
code for Conservation Subdivision Development specifies 
that its “…primary consideration will be focused on the preserva-
tion of forest lands, open space and viable farmland, provide resi-
dential developments that respect, conserve and enhance current 
topography, natural habitats, forests, hydrological, archeological, 
historical and visual features of the town.”7   
     While the goals, intents and purposes espoused by the 
Town of Saratoga’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan are 
laudable, they can only be brought to fruition by rigorous 
adherence to and enforcement of our zoning code against 
those developers and their lawyers who persistently attempt 
to ignore them.  
     If you care about conservation of open space, protection 
of Saratoga Lake, enforcement of the zoning code, preserva-
tion of our Town’s scenic beauty and rural character, please 
write or call Town Supervisor, Tom Wood, and ask him to 
enforce the zoning code to protect our irreplaceable natural 
resources for the future generations of our Town. Tell your 
friends and family members to do the same. If we don’t 
express our concerns now, we’ll be living with the conse-
quences forever. 

continued page 7  

http://www.townofsaratoga.com/contactinformation/December%2019%202018%20Planning%20Board%20Minutes.htm
http://www.townofsaratoga.com/contactinformation/December%2019%202018%20Planning%20Board%20Minutes.htm
http://www.townofsaratoga.com/contactinformation/December%2019%202018%20Planning%20Board%20Minutes.htm
http://www.townofsaratoga.com/contactinformation/March%2028%202018%20Planning%20Board%20Minutes.htm
http://www.townofsaratoga.com/contactinformation/March%2028%202018%20Planning%20Board%20Minutes.htm
http://www.townofsaratoga.com/contactinformation/March%2028%202018%20Planning%20Board%20Minutes.htm


Regular Meeting Minutes of the Town Board 
of the Town of Saratoga 

February 12, 2018 
  
     Dave Wallingford of SLPID, Saratoga Lake Protection 
& Improvement District, appeared before the Town Board 
asking them to sign a 5 year contract paying SLPID 
$3000.00 annually.  
     Supervisor Thomas Wood stated that Saratoga Springs 
has not contributed/paid their $5000.00 since 2004.  Dave 
Wallingford responded that they are now paying again, but 
that is correct, they didn't for 10 years. 
     Dave Wallingford then stated his SLPID board wants 
control over any planning, on any projects, on any parcels 
in the lake district for any and all development. He added 
that they have the power to pass their own law and that 
SLPID has been in communication with NYS representa-
tives, asking the State to give SLPID the power to have con-
trol on any projects, on any parcels in the lake district for 
any and all development.  He stated he had twenty years 
experience on the Malta Planning Board and believes 
SLPID should be emailed directly as to any submittal for 
the Planning Board, that pertains to lands in that dis-
trict.  He stated that SLPID would then do a site visit to 
the property and tell the Planning Board what needs to be 
looked at more thoroughly and where they need to be 
more cognizant.  SLPID will also determine if a project 
should go forward or not, for projects on any parcel in that 
district. 
     Councilman James Jennings questioned in the future, 
does SLPID plan to control the number of boats on the 
lake. 
     Dave Wallingford responded if they put boater I.D. in 
place, homeowners at the lake will pay a set fee, $20.00 for 
example, but the "in & outers" will pay a fee per launch, 
$5.00 for example.  SLPID would inspect the boats prior to 
allowing them in the water, for those within our district 
boundary.  
     Supervisor Thomas Wood stated people already pay the 
state $8.00 as well as the registration fee and SLPID wants 
to put that fee on top of that and Dave Wallingford replied 
yes.  Supervisor Thomas Wood said he finds that offensive, 
as Saratoga Lake is a public body of water.  
Councilman Charles Hanehan said he can launch from his 
place on Fish Creek; he questioned if he'll have to pay a fee 
for a sticker also. 

continued page 8 
 

Development, Cashin — continued 
 
You can reach Supervisor Wood at: 
(twood@albany.twcbc.com; (518) 695-3644 ext. 314; 695-
4034, 695-3263; FAX: (518) 695-6782) 
John R. Cashin 
Saratoga Lake Open Space Preservation Committee 
 
Town of Saratoga Zoning Code Section 400-8.12. Steep 
slopes; erosion and sediment control. (available at: https://
ecode360.com/111012120 

“Stump Removal in Landscapes”, Dr. Kim D. Coder, 
Professor of Tree Biology & Health Care Warnell 
School of Forestry & Natural Resources, Universi-
ty of Georgia, May 2014, at p. 17. https://
www.warnell.uga.edu/sites/default/files/
publications/Stump%20Removal%20pub_14-
8.pdf 

Letter to Ian Murray, Planning Board Chairman, from 
Dustin G. Lewis, District Manager, Saratoga 
County Soil and Water Conservation District, 
Ballston Spa, NY. April 15, 2016.   

Town of Saratoga Zoning Code Section 400-14-H. 
Ownership use and maintenance of Open Space. 
(available at: https://ecode360.com/11101341 ) 

A notable exception is the proliferation of high density 
Planned Development Districts (PDD’s) on the lake shore 
in the Town of Stillwater (see: https://
www.timesunion.com/7dayarchive/article/Stillwater-tries-
to-speed-up-process-for-11739895.php) 
Town of Saratoga Comprehensive Land Use Plan – State-
ment of Issues, Goals and Recommendations at Chapter 2-
1. (2002) (available at: http://www.townofsaratoga.com/
contactinformation/Comprehensive%20Land%20use%
20Plan%201aa.pdf) 
Town of Saratoga Zoning Code Section 400-14.  Conserva-

tion Subdivision Development (available at: https://
ecode360.com/11101341 
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     At the request of the Town of Saratoga Planning Board | 
visited the property of the proposed Cedar Bluff subdivision 
I met with lan Murray and Ken Martin on April 14, 2016 
and we walked the property to determine if agricultural pro-
duction would be an appropriate use of the land proposed as 
“open space” as part of the subdivision. 
     While walking the portion of the parcel that has been 
identified as future “open space” that parallels the south side 
of Cedar Bluff Road we noticed many spring seeps that are 
not currently identified on any current maps along with 
steep slopes that are labeled as Bernardston-Manlius-Nassau 
complex on the NRCS Soil Survey. These springs along with 
the steep slopes make for a poor area for traditional agricul-
tural production. The clearing that would be needed to cre-
ate open areas for production would leave these steep slopes 
open and make them very susceptible to soil loss, both dur-
ing the initial conversion from forest to field and in the fu-
ture as the land is worked for agricultural production. This 
is concerning since there is a creek at the base of this area 
that would be a direct conduit for the sediment to Saratoga 
Lake which already suffers from a great deal of sediment dep-
osition from its many small tributaries. The Windsor soils 
that compose the northern strip of this “open space” along 
Cedar Bluff Road are slightly less steep but still very prone to 
erosion, both during the initial clearing as well as during the 
use of the land for agriculture in the future. 

     The “open space” farming planned for the eastern por-
tion of the subdivision located behind the existing farm-
house, while relatively steep, would be much better suited to 
agricultural production due to its decreased slope along with 
its separation from any conveyance (creek or stream) that 
would transport sediment and other farm runoff to Saratoga 
Lake. If cleared and put into agricultural production | 
would recommend a type of farming that involves an estab-
lished sod or strip cropping venture to both protect the light 
sandy soils that are on site as well as providing a vegetated 
buffer to provide some protection for the homes that are 
planned for the lots on the south east portion of the devel-
opment. A 100 foot setback from the property lines of these 
proposed homes for all agricultural applications would be  

continued page 9  

Town of Saratoga, continued 
 
     Councilman Gary Squires questioned how they would 
stop him if he launched elsewhere. 
     Dave Wallingford replied they'll have police and they're 
trying to get the mechanics in place to decide where they'll 
catch folks.  They are hoping to get all marinas involved 
and have check points to go after those folks. 
Supervisor Thomas Wood stated truthfully, he doesn't like 
the idea.  He then stated the Board is all set and will be 
waiting to hear back from the negotiations with Saratoga 
Springs, as that is a contributing factor. 
Dave Wallingford then said to talk about the Highway Gar-
age.  
     Supervisor Thomas Wood said the Town Highway crew 
removed the old garage and kept the concrete base, as it is 
in fine condition.  SLPID contacted the Town, wanting to 
build a structure there for their equipment since they had 
no place to house it.  Our Highway Superintendent did the 
site work and the Town asked SLPID to agree that the 
Town would not pay the $3000.00 each year, as SLPID 
wouldn't pay rent; make it a clean wash, but Ed Dwek re-
fused. 
     Dave Wallingford replied that they're willing to pay rea-
sonable rent for 6 months each year, as long as it's a reason-
able request, but times are what they are.  He then stated he 
will get back to the Board after he gets the SLPID Board to 
agree and approve asking Saratoga Springs for the 10 years 
of back payments. 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes of the Town of Saratoga 
March 12, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 
  
On a motion made by Councilman Charles Hanehan and 
seconded by Councilman Michael McLoughlin, the follow-
ing Resolution #18-46 - Opposition to any Expansion of 
Power to SLPID (Saratoga Lake Protection Improvement 
District), was adopted by vote: Supervisor Thomas Wood - 
aye, Councilman Michael McLoughlin – aye, Councilman 
Charles Hanehan – aye, Councilman James Jennings – aye, 
Councilman Gary Squires – aye. 
Carried 5 – 0 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of 
Saratoga is adamantly opposed to any expansion of power 
to SLPID (Saratoga Lake Protection Improvement District). 
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Continuing with the Development Theme — 
a letter from the Saratoga Water District 

with reference to the                                    
Cedar Bluff Development 



Health of Saratoga Lake 

    Recent testing at Brown’s Beach exceeded the DOH 
standard for bacteria. The Town of Stillwater is doing addi-
tional testing and once the bacteria levels are within ac-
ceptable DOH standards Brown’s Beach will be permitted 
to reopen. The DOH does not believe that the bacteria lev-
els at Brown’s Beach had anything to do with the July 4th 
sewage spill, because the spill occurred on the North side of 
Snake Hill and the lake flows from South to North, among 
other reasons. However, the DOH does not currently know 
the source of the higher-than-acceptable bacteria levels at 
Brown’s Beach. DOH has provided the following links con-
taining guidelines for swimming from both DOH and the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) so that you can take 
appropriate precautions if you swim in the lake. The infor-
mation on the DOH website focuses on swimming at regu-
lated facilities rather than other non-regulated open-water 
bodies. 
  
Department of Environmental Conservation – Swimming 
CDC – Recreational Water Illnesses 
  
     DEC does not test Saratoga Lake for bacteria levels and 
has no baseline and thus cannot make a determination as 
to whether the lake is safe for swimming. This is the case 
for most lakes in New York. 
     Saratoga County Sewer System Executive Director Dan 
Rourke addressed the SLA and SLPID Annual Meetings 
last Thursday evening. Click Here to view presentation. 
DEC has provided a written statement that is included at 
the end of this document. We have asked DOH for a writ-
ten statement that we will share if and when provided. 
     In addition to this email, this link will also be included 
on our Facebook page and in Shore Lines. Dan has also pro-
vided a link to a YouTube instructional video that provides 
the following Step-by-Step instructions for you to receive 
alerts. 
    The above link brings you right to the DEC YouTube 
video. If you have a phone, you can be notified… Below is a 
list of quick sign-up instructions as well. We ask that if peo-
ple see anything suspicious relating to sewage or what they 
think is sewage, to call our number (518) 664-7396. I plan 
on having a link up on our County website… 
www.saratogacountyny.gov shortly that directs people to 
www.nyaltert.gov 
      We recognize that the safety of the lake is of paramount 
interest and we will continue to use our modes of commu-
nication to keep you informed  

Letter from Saratoga Water District, continued 
 
recommended to help protect the wells that will provide 
the water supply for these homes. i would also recommend 
that any clearing for the development of farm fields be 
done in a staggered fashion to reduce the amount of ero-
sion created. By clearing an area of 2 or 3 acres on the low-
er portion of the field and establishing vegetation in that 
area before clearing more uphill, with a natural vegetated 
buffer, would help capture any erosion that occurs when 
the uphill clearing is done. 
     As for the types of agriculture that would fit with this 
particular site, the “open space” area proposed on the west-
ern portion of the subdivision would best be suited to the 
development of a sugarbush for the production of maple 
syrup, There is a great number of sugar maple trees on site 
and this type of operation would allow for an agricultural 
venture that would also protect the lake from the effects of 
sedimentation that would most likely result from the clear-
ing of the trees on the steep slopes and sandy soils. For the 
“open space” proposed on the eastern portion of the devel-
opment behind the existing farm house any operation that 
maintains vegetative cover through production like or-
chards, vineyards, or small vegetable production would be 
acceptable. Although special consideration should be given 
to the homes that are planned to be below the proposed 
agricultural areas on the western end of Cedar Bluff Road, 
to minimize the risks that agricultural activities may pose to 
the wells that provide drinking water to these homes. 
     If I can answer any questions or provide more infor-
mation please feel free to contact me at anytime.  
 
Sincerely, 
Dustin G. Lewis District Manager 
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Saratoga Lake Protection and Improvement 
District (SLPID) 
Information to Retain 
 
     The Saratoga Lake Protection and Improvement District 
(SLPID)  designated the 2019 Chair, Cristina Connolly as 
the official Public and Media Relations Spokesperson for 
the Board. The Board of SLPID is a dedicated team of pro-
fessionals dedicated to overseeing the health, supervise, 
manage and control public safety of the body of water 
known as Saratoga Lake.  Each Commissioner is elected by 
their respective town residents to service on this board.   
     Ms. Connolly is charged with providing information 
about SLPID services, programs, and events. She will over-
see the implementation of a comprehensive Lake Treat-
ment Plan along with designated Lake Managers.  She will 
respond to media inquiries and release information to the 
media to increase positive regional awareness thru the Sara-
togian, designated by Resolution #3-2019, as well as posting 
on the SLPID.org website and the Facebook page:  SLPID.  
In addition, the board of commissioners meet on the third 
Thursday of each month beginning at 6:30 pm at the Malta 
Town Community Center located on Route 9, Malta, NY.  
All are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
     Above all, we want our residents to be knowledgeable 
about the role Saratoga Lake Protection and Improve-
ment District (SLPID).  We offer many quick and easy 
ways to keep you informed. 
 
Stay Informed on News, Events, Meetings, and More 
Their website, SLPID.org, is the official and primary source 
of news, events, announcements, and service alerts. Cur-
rent events, news, meeting coverage and public notices are 
all available on the homepage. 
Prefer news and event email notifications? We offer a varie-
ty of email subscriber services. Go to SLPID.org and sign 
up   Follow on social media. Check our Facebook page for 
links to all the social media accounts managed by the 
SLPID.  
 

Continued next column 
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Community Events, General Inquiries, and Service   
Requests 
We offer an online Community Calendar on our website 
to promote events hosted by SLPID. 
 
     Have a question but not sure who to contact? Send 
your inquiry to cconnolly@slpid.org. Just remember, we 
only monitor this email during regular business hours  
and it may take a couple of days to receive a response. If 
you need more immediate assistance, please call               
Commissioner Connolly at 518-312-6481. 

### 

        Malta  Community Center Events 

 

 
AARP Tax Prep 
 
Tax-Aide, a volunteer tax preparation program will be offer-
ing free tax preparation and filing of tax returns for low to 
moderate incomes, with a preference for seniors. Wednes-
days and Thursdays, 9am-3pm, February 6, 2019 - April 11, 
2019 Appointments are required by calling the Malta Com-
munity Center at 518-899-4411. Please make your appoint-
ment after you have received all of your income and tax 
documents. 
 
Go Kids February Winter Break Camp 
 
Come join Go Kids for a fun 
FULL day camp during winter 
break. Activities include games, 
art and crafts, sports and much 
more. Campers should come 
prepared with comfortable cloth-
ing, snack, lunch, water bottle 
and clothing to play in the snow. 
Dry sneakers are required. 
Tuesday-Friday 4 days 2/19-2/22 
 
Blood Drive at the Malta Community Center 
Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2019 
1:00pm-6:00pm 
 
(submitted by Roseanne Clavin) 
 

https://www.cityofallen.org/986/For-the-Media
http://www.cityofallen.org/
mailto:cconnolly@slpid.org
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Some things are just to beautiful and amazing not to share.  Something that most of us will never see 

is the sunset at the North Pole with the moon at its closest point  

Code Blue 

Shelters of Saratoga provides low-barrier emergency shelter to individuals who are homeless from November 15-April 1. 

Location 
Code Blue operates the main shelter at: 
Soul Saving Station Church 
62 Henry Street 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
Shelter hours: Monday-Thursday: 7pm-8am, Friday, Saturday, Sunday: 5pm-8am 
 
An overflow shelter was opened in 2017 at: 
Presbyterian New England Congregational Church 
24 Circular Street 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
Shelter hours: 7 days a week: 10:30pm-8am 
 

If you would like to help Code Blue, there are many op-
portunities.  Please visit their web site for more infor-
mation. 
 
https://www.codebluesaratoga.org/wordpress/contribute/
help-stock-the-shelter/ 

https://www.codebluesaratoga.org/wordpress/contribute/help-stock-the-shelter/
https://www.codebluesaratoga.org/wordpress/contribute/help-stock-the-shelter/


Skillet Garlic Butter Herb Steak                
and Potatoes 

Ingredients 
1 tbsp each olive oil and butter 
1 lb Yukon Gold potatoes, sliced 1/4 inch thick 
3 garlic cloves, minced 
1 tsp each thyme, rosemary and oregano, chopped 
2 lean NY strip steaks 
Salt and pepper 

      Garlic Butter Compound 
1/4 c softened butter 
3 garlic cloves, minced 
1 tsp each thyme, rosemary and oregano, chopped 
 

Instructions 
• In a large cast iron skillet, over medium heat, add olive 

oil and butter, potatoes, garlic, thyme, rosemary and 
oregano. Cook about 3 minutes, stir and cook another 
3 minutes.  Remove and set on plate. 

• Turn skillet to high heat, add the steaks and cook on 
each side for 3 minutes, until outside is browned.  Re-
duce heat to medium high.  Cook to desired doneness.  
Mine took about 8-9 minutes, flipping 3 times to get a 
medium. 

• Right before steaks are done, make the garlic butter 
compound.  Mix the butter, garlic and fresh chopped 
herbs.  Slather on top of steaks.  Add the potatoes 
back to the pan, heat through and let the butter melt 
into the steaks! 

Page 12     Shore Lines    February 8, 2019 

In the Kitchen with Donna Bove Preventing Damage from Frozen Pipes 
 

 Frozen pipes are one of the 
leading sources of property damage 
when the temperature drops.  The 
following tips are prepared by the In-
surance Institute for Business and 
Home Safety so that frozen pipes 
don’t soak up your property. 

 
• Seal the Exterior: Seal all cracks, holes, windows, 

doors and other openings on exterior walls with caulk 
or insulation to prevent cold air from penetrating. 

• Seal the Interior: Insulate and seal attic penetra-
tions such as partition walls, vents, plumbing stacks 
and electric and mechanical chases. 

• Relieve Pipe Pressure:  Let all faucets drip during 
extreme cold to prevent freezing of the water inside 
the pipe, and if freezing does occur, to relieve pressure 
buildup in the pipes between the ice blockage and the 
faucet. 

• Keep the Building Warm: Install a monitoring sys-
tem that provides notifications if the buildings temper-
ature dips below a pre-determined number. 

• Insulate Vulnerable Pipes: Insulate pipes most vul-
nerable to freezing by using pipe insulation. 

• Install an Early Detection System: Install an auto-
matic excess switch on the main incoming domestic 
water line to monitor and provide early detection of a 
broken pipe or valve.  Use wireless sensors near the 
water sources. 

• Monitor Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems: Monitor 
sprinkler systems using a central station to provide 
early detection of a pipe failure and heat unheated 
sprinkler control rooms. 

• Install Backup Power:  Provide a reliable backup  
power source to ensure heat to the building. 

•  
Kevin Connors is a Certified Insurance Counselor and 
licensed Property/Casualty and Life Insurance Agent with 
The Connors Insurance Agency in Mechanicville, NY.  
Mr. Connors can be reached at (518)664-7307 or KCon-
nors@Connorsgroup.com. 

 



Maureen Maciariello 

The many faces of Saratoga Lake 

John Pamper 

Cold Weather Impacts and Preparedness 
 

Tom Rinaldi, Commissioner of the Arvin Hart Fire 
Company, sent in this informative power point 
presentation on the cold weather and what everyone 
should be aware of . 

 

http://www.saratogalakecam.com/shorelines/
ColdWx.pptx 
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Town of Saratoga Planning Board 

Based on a very effective presentations by nearby neighbors, the Planning Board voted to postpone a decision on the “special use permit” 
requested for a “paddle storage and day use facility” on Fish Creek.  The individual making the presentation said some adjacent land 
owners only recently became aware of what is proposed and have significant concerns the facility will significantly alter character of the 
neighborhood.  While it appeared all minimum public notice time requirements (certified mailings) might have been met, it was pretty 
clear members of the Board were moved by the presentation.  Board members felt more time was needed to make sure neighbor concerns 
were fully heard; this included a written letter Marilyn Zaborek received just a few hours before Wednesday’s meeting.  The Board plans 
a walk-through of the property on February 13 at 4:30; members of the public will be allowed to observe.  Below is the content of      
Ms. Zaborek’s letter. 
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January 23, 2019 
 
The following comments address the Planning Board and community regarding my opposition to the Dwyer request for 
a Special Use Permit and my reasons for opposition. 
 
First, the letter notifying me of the Dwyer’s proposal gives a different lot number than the land under consideration—
136.-3-73 in the letter instead of 168.-3-73.  Legally, we are not even looking in the right direction. 
 
Secondly, it seems that this application attempts to maneuver around the Town’s regulations governing marinas through 
terminology.  Town Zoning Regulations, Chapter 400-3 states, “all words in this chapter shall carry their customary 
meanings except as specifically defined in the annexed Appendix A.”  By usage and various dictionaries, kayaks are de-
fined and called “boats.”  Boats go to marinas.  Many marinas provide kayak launch facilities. 
 
Third, New York State Department of Parks and Recreation Navigation Law Section 46-0B regulates Saratoga Lake and 
Fish Creek for watercraft distance from shore, speed, etc.  This proposal should be examined in light of this regulation.  
Further more, the regulations need to be applied and enforced by the town, county and state.  Water traffic has exploded 
o the creek and safety issues are multiplying with soaring numbers of paddlers and motor craft (violating the 5 mph, no 
wake, 200 feet from shore rules).  These craft are in dangerous proximity on the creek with blind corners, downed trees 
and swimmers enhancing the risks.  Jet skis are a terrible problem.  Nowhere near my home can paddlers or boaters re-
main 200 feet from the shore, as required by Nav Law. 
 
Town zoning minimums for a marina in the Conservancy include:  3 acres of land, 300 feet wide, 75 feet of front yard, 
200 feet total side  yards, 75 feet one yard, 75 feet rear.  The partial site survey, done by James Vianna in 2003, does not 
show the full lot, but indicates the property has 200 feet road frontage on Route 29—the minimum required for a single 
residential lot.  Documents indicate the Dwyer’s entire eleven-acre parcel will remain intact in some way and yet the mari-
na will be detached in some manner — from eleven acres into a “2 plus or minus” acre marina site. 
 
This proposal creates multiple uses for a residential property, prohibited in our regulations (400-8.11) and the business 
does not meet the standards of a home occupation. 
 
Many answers to the Short Environmental Assessment Form appear inaccurate.  Responses to: 3.C, 4, 5a, and b, 6, 7 
(‘unknown’ needs clarification), 8a, 10, 11 (incomplete), 12B (Reynolds house was built on an American Indian burial 
mound), 13b, 15 (home of many endangered and threatened species), 17 (storm water increases and its multiplied impact 
after the clear cutting on site is a serious concern). 
 
Hours of operation are not spelled out in this application, except to expect before dawn and after sunset launches. 
 

continued next page 



Zaborek, continued 
 
National Parks have to limit the number of visitors and cars that can enter daily.  Limits on where boats of all kinds can 
operate, how and when, need to be established and enforced on Saratoga Lake and Fish Creek.  Parking for 40 or 50 cars 
does not mean that only 40 or 0 cars will enter and leave daily.  That number will rise as various members come and go.  
The amount of land it will take to meet Town requirements for parking spaces is significant. 
 
A boat launch facility has deep impacts on the conservancy.  It will destroy what little is left of a wildlife corridor that has 
already been deeply mutilated by Town actions and inactions.  The site of this proposal has just been clear cut, with 
stumps ground out and vegetation removed, voiding the site plan drawings and making storm water management much 
more problematic.  NYDEC personnel indicate no one has spoken with them about the project but that a permit will like-
ly be required. 
 
Water quality in the creek, which flows from the lake, has fallen steeply and is in danger of becoming toxic for human 
activity and to wildlife of all kinds.  Summer of 2018 the water was filthy with particulate matter, algae and choked with 
invasive species.  The creek did not flow for weeks at the beginning of the summer, creating a perfect stew.  Such problems 
caused numerous lakes and ponds in our region to close. 
 
Swinging from drought to torrential rains, Saratoga Lake Association is concerned about the Town’s and States inability 
to regular lake water levels.  My wetlands on the creek are fully inundated most of the year, negating the flood protection 
they can offer and weakening the wetland forest that holds the land, habitat, war purification and clean air production. 
 
Insect, bird and animal numbers and diversity around my home on the creek have plummeted.  This has been reported to 
DEC.  Their habitat is being destroyed and poisoned.  Yours too. 
 
Pesticides and herbicides are being applied to the lake multiple times a  year.  Chemical information on products I exam-
ined say that they can contaminate ground water sources and require weeks of time lapse between application  and safety 
of swimming, irrigation, drinking, etc.  Adding to aquatic pesticide treatments is the growing use of chemical defoliants 
throughout the Town, salting or roads along the conservancy, and excessive mowing of roadsides.  These pollute the wa-
ters, deny wildlife of habitat and food sources, and destroy the beauty of our roads.  Why the scorched earth policies?  No 
wonder the bees, insects, birds and mammals are declining.  You may want to question the impact of chemicals on your 
child's health and your health.  The soaring numbers of children with physical, emotional and educational handicaps 
should rivet our attention, galvanize inquiry and action. 
 
What happens on Fish Creek impacts not only Saratoga Lake and our area, but the entire Hudson River Valley all the way 
to the Atlantic Ocean.  Our flooding and pollution becomes the flooding and pollution of towns and cities downstream, 
and the impacts grown and accumulate as one goes south on the Hudson.  The New York City subway flooded due to the 
Hudson River during a recent hurricane.  Onward to the Atlantic, where the flooded Hudson joins the Atlantic’s storm 
waters to inundate towns, homes and businesses. 
 
Personal and financial risks to the region, state and nation grow as climate change collides with deforestation, storm water 
runoff and pollution.  Our shared vulnerabilities are enormous and growing.  The biological essentials for short term sur-
vival are being destroyed and squandered.  Have a care.  Climate change is strong upon us.  The waters are rising.  Gutting 
wetlands, watershed and upland aquifers increases our peril by quantum leaps. 
 
I recognize there are many point of view concerning these issues.  When individuals, communities and governments work 
together respectfully, even contentiously, but openly, there is a chance we may arrive at the greatest good for the many — 
and in my view, this includes water, land, air, plants, animals, as well as human beings. 
 

### 
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Town of Saratoga 
Thomas N. Wood, III  Supervisor 

 
Greetings to everyone! 
 
     Things are busy here in the Town Offices.  
Assessor  Lorraine Fiorino is busy processing ex-
emptions and property changes.  Lorraine is in 
the office Tuesday from 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm and 
Wednesdays  from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon.  In 
addition, the Assessor Clerk Dorothy Lavizo is in 
the office on Thursday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.   
     There is still plenty of time to come in and 
submit the exemption forms for which you are 
eligible.  The deadline for submission is March 
1st.  You may call the assessor's office at 518 695 
3644 X 312 and leave a message and   Lorraine 
will be sure to get back to you. 
 
     During February and March Tax Collector 
Margaret Kirkpatrick is in her office Mondays 
from 9:30 am to    3:00 pm.  Taxes can be mailed 
in any time or paid at the Schuylerville Branch of 
the Glens Falls National Bank during regular 
hours on any day.  Marge is also normally in her 
office everyday and will be glad to help you.  Her 
office number is 518 695 3644 X318     
 
     The new 60 feet by 60 feet shared services salt 
storage building is now complete and will help 
the town to store enough salt to be certain that 
they do not run out in a severe storm.  The shed 
was built with funds obtained from a grant pro-
vided by former state senator Kathy Marchione.  
The Villages of Schuylerville and Victory will also 
be storing their salt in this building. 
 
     The next agenda meeting of the town board is 
scheduled for February 7th at 7:00 pm and the 
next regular town board meeting is Monday Feb-
ruary 11th.  The organizational meeting of the 
town board was held on January 14th.  Numer-
ous Organizational Designations and Appoint-
ments were made.  Goals for the coming year 
were discussed and will be finalized at the Febru-
ary meeting.  The Proposed Event Venue law was 
defeated by a 5 to 0 vote of the board.  

Page 16     Shore Lines    February 8, 2019 

There’s just something about eagles 

 

Feeding Eagles   
Comox, B.C., Vancouver Island   

(these photos have been around awhile but every time I see them, I am 
amazed, awed and jealous that it’s not me this close to them….S) 

 
The weather got so cold at Vancouver Island that the bald eagles 
were cruising over houses looking for helpless cats to make a 
quick meal.  Some kind souls decided to feed the eagles so they 
would survive the cold spell.  



Saratoga Lake Sailing Foundation receives 
grant from the                                                

Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust 
  
     The Saratoga Lake Sailing Foundation is extremely happy 
to announce that we have received a grant for $13,500 from 
the Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust. This grant will be 
used to improve our Junior Racing program by replacing 
three of the Club FJ sailboats used by the SLSC Junior Race 
program. This is part of an ongoing plan to replace the entire 
fleet of FJs in the racing program as well as associated equip-
ment used for travel to and from regattas.  
     The Junior Race team currently races using six Club FJ 
sailboats built in the 1980’s. While these boats have served 
the team well for a number of years, they have reached a 
point where they need to be replaced. This would not have 
been possible without the support of the Alfred Z. Solomon 
Charitable Trust. In honor of Mr. Solomon and his generosi-
ty to our programs as well as the Saratoga community as a 
whole, the Foundation will be donating the Alfred Z. Solo-
mon perpetual trophy for the SLSC annual FJ Horse Race 
Regatta for youth sailors from around the region.. The win-
ning skipper and crew names of each year will be engraved 
on the trophy which will be kept at SLSC in the Trophy 
Room. 
     The Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust (Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y.) was established to benefit nonprofit scientific, 
medical, educational, cultural, religious, and charitable or-
ganizations by funding project and programs in memory of 
the Trust’s founder, Alfred Z. Solomon. Mr. Solomon, a 
leader in the fashion industry, a horse racing enthusiast, and 
a philanthropist in Gansevoort, N.Y. and New York City, 
died on Sept. 4, 2004, at the age of 104, and founded the 
Trust in his Last Will and Testament. 
     We would like to personally thank Ms. Victoria Garlanda 
and Mr. Harry Snyder, trustees of the Alfred Z. Solomon 
Charitable Trust for their support of our efforts. 
     We are looking forward to the 2019 season and our new 
boats! 
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Saratoga Lake Sailing School                 
Summer Programs 

 
     Given the recent brutally cold weather, it seems like a 
perfect time to think of summer and sailing!  As always, 
many of us at the Saratoga Lake Sailing Club have been 
busy getting ready for the upcoming season. A few of us 
just returned from a US Sailing 
conference dedicated just to 
people involved with sailing 
schools from around the coun-
try where 350+ people spent 4 
days attending seminars and 
sharing ideas on how to make 
all our programs even bet-
ter.  We are extremely excited 
for the upcoming season! A few 
new things for the 2019 season: 
  
Registrations filling up: 
     Registrations are now in full 
swing with classes filling but 
only 1 session has reached a 
waiting list so there are spots open.  Please visit 
www.saratogasailingschool.org  to check out the season 
and register your kids and/or yourselves. The site has all 
of this years sailing classes listed as well las a link to our 
online registrations system.  We fill up most if not all 
sessions from year to year, so please don’t wait and secure 
your spots for the 2019 sailing season.  As always, we will 
try to accommodate as many people as we can so don’t 
let wait lists discourage you.  As soon as we see wait lists 
we start looking to see if we can add or expand classes 
with additional staffing.  If you have any questions, 
please don't hesitate to contact us at in-
fo@saratogasailingschool.org  
  

continued next page 

http://www.saratogasailingschool.org
mailto:info@saratogasailingschool.org
mailto:info@saratogasailingschool.org


Saratoga Sailing club, continued 
 
More New Boats! 
     Through the generosity of the Alfred Z. Solomon  
Charitable Trust as well as many very generous individual 
donors to the Saratoga Lake Sailing Foundation, we are 
pleased to be upgrading a number of the Junior Racing 
Boats.  Once again the Junior Racing program will spend 
the summer racing both on Saratoga Lake and around the 
northeast sailing in regattas, making new friends, and hav-
ing fun.   
      We are still accepting registrations for our Junior Rac-
ing program for the season, and it already looks like we 
will have a great group of juniors racing with us this sum-
mer with some new faces on the team. The Junior racers 
race with the club on Wednesday evenings, but also travel 
around the region competing against other clubs. Our 
home regatta, the FJ Horse Race, kicks off the season in 
early July and then we will be heading to Lake Champlain 
for the Champ Chase regatta in Mallets Bay, followed by a 
trip to Northern Lake George Yacht Club for the Cheese-
burger Regatta. We are also going to try to head east to 
Lake Sunapee NH to compete in the Rig it Up Regatta at 
Lake Sunapee YC. If your child/grandchild/junior might 
be interested in racing, please just drop a note to Mark 
Welcome (slsc_sailingpgm@sailsaratoga.org ) to discuss it. 
For kids who are unsure if they would like to pursue it, we 
often have them come out to some of our more informal 
early season practice sessions and have them try it out in a 
no pressure setting. 
    Again, we cannot thank the Alfred Z. Solomon Trust 
and our donors enough for all of their support. 
  
Free Sailing Programs  
     Once again this year we will be hosting our annual 
Summer Sailstice event this year on June 22nd and 23rd . 
Anyone can go to www.saratogasailingschool.org  for de-
tails and to sign up to come on out and go sailing with us. 
The purpose of the event is to introduce everyone to the 
joys of sailing with an experienced skipper at the helm. 
Sails are about an hour and a half (maybe longer if the 
wind is beautiful!) and it’s a lot of fun. We encourage eve-
ryone to bring their family and friends and have a great 
time out on the water with us.  
  
     We’re looking forward to sailing with you in 2019! 
 
(submitted by Mark Welcome, Saratoga Sailing Club) 
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Update on The Foal Patrol 

     The Foal Patrol kicked off their second season on    
December 28, turning on the webcams in four mares' stalls 
and paddocks who were and are scheduled to foal in    
January and February. 
     Old Tavern Farm is again involved in the Foal Patrol 
and Comme Chez Soi is set to be second with a delivery 
date of February 14.  February will be crowded with a foal 
a week. 
     Love and Pride at Three Chimneys Farm has a date of 
February 20 and With Honors at Claiborne delivered a 
little filly three weeks early on February 4.   
      A total of six mares are in the program this year. More 
Royalty at Double Diamond  and Frivolous at Shawnee 
Farm are due in March.   
     The Mary Lou Whitney mare Silver Colors will close 
out the foaling season in mid-May. 
      To keep abreast of updates visit www.foalpatrol.com. 
 
—submitted by Dorothy Callahan 
 

     We are not talking about your breakfast, we are talking 
about sidewalks.  Yes, are you over salting your sidewalk? 
     While adding salt to your shoveling regime will help 
melt snow and ice, over time it degrades masonry and mor-
tar joints as well as causing harm to surrounding vegetation 
and waterways.  
     Using a little extra effort to shovel more often will help 
eliminate the need for salt, but when you do use salt, use it 
sparingly.  According to the Wisconsin Department of Nat-
ural Resources, many people use too much salt.  The DNR 
suggests that a coffee cup full of salt should be enough for 
60 to 70 feet of sidewalk.   
(published in the February 2019 issue of Aquarius) 
 

Are you Over Salting? 

mailto:slsc_sailingpgm@sailsaratoga.org
http://www.saratogasailingschool.org


Books Come To Life 
The Stillwater Area Community Center and Friends of the 
Stillwater Library bring you a local author and toy/comic 
con event on Saturday, February 16th. A full schedule of 
events for the day can be found on our FB page as it be-
comes available. This is a FREE family event.  

Family Craft Night 
Monday, February 25th at 6:30pm is 
our next Family Craft Night. Join us 
as we make canvases made with love. 

Rec Softball 
We are so excited to be offering Rec Softball this Spring for 
girls ages 7-12 in the Greater Stillwater Area. Registration 
will open February 15th. More information will be coming 
soon! If you would like to coach or sponsor a team, please 
contact Aimee in the Main Office.   

Teen Takeover 
Our next Teen Takeover will be Friday, February 15th from 
7-10pm. All area youth in grades 6th-12th are welcome to 
attend. Cost is $5. Youth can enjoy a movie, craft, gym 
games, and music! No need to RSVP, just grab the kids and 
show up! Youth are required to be signed in and out.  

Country Line Dancing 
Kevin Richards is back with 
Country Line Dancing (for all 
levels of dance) on Saturday,  
February 23rd from 7-10pm. 
Cost is $10 per person.  

Men's 30+ Spring Basketball League 
Grab the guys and register as a team from this 10-week 
season starting February 28th. Play will be on Thursday 
nights. Call Aimee for more information or to register a 
team.   
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Stillwater Public Library 
 

Books Come to Life! 
Saturday, February 16th at the community center             

beginning at 10:00am.   
 
    A free Toy-Comic Con event in the older gym with 
vendors, crafts and fun!  Geek out to the collections of 
Forgotten Freshness, Strongarm Labs, and many more 
from 10:00am-3:00pm.  Join us in the new gym for a 
local author showcase from 11:00-2:00 with a reading 
schedule to be announced soon.  Jennifer Dugan, au-
thor of the Junior Library Guild selected young adult 
novel Hot Dog Girl will be available along with local 
educator, DJ Renner, author of The Adventures of Silas 
Freethorn and Raising Dad.   
     Our first year for this joint venture between the 
Stillwater Area Community Center and the Stillwater 
Public Library Friends - we are expected a great turn-out 
and celebration of the stories that add to our life!  Food 
concessions available.  Follow us on facebook! 
 
     The Stillwater Public Library will be having a      
UNICORN PARTY on Saturday, 2/23 at 10:30am in 
the library.  Join us for a Saturday Treat with Ms. Car-
ol!  Donut holes covered with unicorn dust, painting 
with unicorn poop, and of 
course some games along the 
way with a story to tide you 
over!  
 

LEGO League Mini Session 
Wondering what LEGO League is all about?! Check us 
out in a non-competitive way in a mini-session starting 
in March. Different age levels are available. Call Aimee 
for more information.  

### 



Thank You Volunteers and The Wine Bar  

On Friday, January 25th, Saratoga 
PLAN welcomed over 30 people to 
The Wine Bar in downtown Saratoga 
for a volunteer mixer. Several infor-
mation stations manned by long time 
PLAN volunteers helped new, inter-
ested people learn about PLAN vol-
unteer opportunities and help decide 
what might be a good fit for them. 
The Wine Bar did an outstanding 
job providing great food and wine 
while people mingled and made 
plans to start their volunteering ad-
ventures with PLAN. We've been 
asked to host another mixer and The 
Wine Bar is all for it! We'll be sure to 
let you know when the next mixer 
will be.  

Annual Report from PLAN 
 

2018 was yet another packed year for 
PLAN and our land conservation efforts. 
While we await for the final printing of 
this much awaited report, you can find it 
online by visiting PLAN’s website at: 

 https://www.saratogaplan.org 
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Paraprosdokians 
The next round! 

• Where there's a will, I want to be in it. 
 
• Since light travels faster than sound, some people ap-

pear bright until you hear them speak. 
 
• If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong. 
 
• We never really grow up -- we only learn how to act in 

public. 
 
• War does not determine who is right, only who is left. 
 
• Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is 

not putting it in a fruit salad. 
 
• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal 

from many is research. 
 
• I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 
 
• In filling out an application, where it says, "In case of 

emergency, notify... " I answered " a doctor." 
 
• Women will never be equal to men until they can walk 

down the street with a bald head and a beer gut, and 
still think they are sexy. 

 
• You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need 

a parachute to skydive twice. 
 
• I used to be indecisive, but now I’m not so sure. 
 
• To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call 

whatever you hit the target. 
 
• You're never too old to learn something stupid. 
 
• I'm supposed to respect my elders, but it's getting hard-

er and harder for me to find one now. 
  
 

Did you know? 
 

 
• A Strawberry isn't a Berry but a Banana 

is 
 
• Cashews grow on Trees 
 
• Ketchup used to be sold as Medicine. 
 
• McDonald's sells 75 Hamburgers 

every second of every day. 
 
• Yams and sweet Potatoes are not 

the same thing. 
 

• Ripe Cranberries will bounce like rubber 
balls. 
 
• An average ear of Corn has an even 
number of rows, usually 16. 
 
• Humans share 50% of their DNA with    

Bananas. 
 
• Honey never spoils. You can eat 32,000-year-old    

honey. 
 
• Peanuts are not Nuts. They grow in 

the ground like this, so they are 
legumes. 

 
• Pound cake got its name from its 

original recipe, which called for a pound each of But-
ter, Eggs, Sugar, and Flour. 

 
• The probability of you drinking a glass of Water that 

contains a molecule of Water that also passed through 
a Dinosaur is almost 100%. 
 
 
• Honey is made from nectar and Bee 
vomit. 
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